
Contents

Acknowledgments — VII

Part I: Types

Chapter 1
Introduction — 5

The Oligarchs we will Study — 9
Why are Oligarchs Important? —16

Oligarchs Increasingly Dominate Economic and Political Systems —17 
Oligarchs Cut Across the Political and Economic Spectrums —18
Oligarchs Exploit Rising Uncertainty —19

Are Oligarchs Bad? — 22
Oligarchs from the Victims’ Perspectives — 24

Chapter 2
What Do We Know About Oligarchs? — 29

Definitions and Concepts — 29
The Oligarch Literatures — 34
Classifying Oligarchs — 45
Doing the Math on Oligarchs: A Global and Historical Phenomenon — 47
The Math on Oligarchs: Net Worth, Power, and Strategy — 49

Chapter 3
Business Oligarchs — 53

Chapter 4
Political Oligarchs — 87

Part II: Strategies

Chapter 5
Oligarchs Are Entrepreneurial —119

Chapter 6
Friends with Benefits - Oligarch Alliances and Competition —139

Chapter 7
Waiting for the Main Chance - How Oligarchs Exploit Strategic Timing —158

https://d-nb.info/1289271615


Chapter 8
Flying Under the Radar - How Oligarchs Employ Secrecy and Stealthiness —175

Part III: Endings

Chapter 9
Oligarchs in History — 205

Chapter 10
W(h)ither Oligarchs — 229

What the Future Might Hold for Oligarchs — 229
The Impact of Rising Authoritarianism — 229
The Impact of Existential Challenges — 232
Withering Oligarchs? The Long-term Rise in Economic, Political, and Social
Equality----- 235
What the Future Might Hold for Oligarch Studies — 236
Oligarch Ethics — 239
Oligarch Self-governance — 241
Policy Actions----- 242
Sanctions — 246
Anti-corruption — 247
Competition Policy — 247
De-oligarchization — 249
Transparency — 251

Chapter 11
Conclusion — 257

Theoretical Implications — 257
Practical Implications — 263
Assessing Oligarch Performance - Who’s the Greatest? — 267
Limitations of the Study — 269

List of Principal Characters (in Alphabetical Order) — 275

A Selective Oligarch Chronology — 277

Appendix 1: Methodology — 279



Appendix 2: How We Constructed the Lingelbach-Rodn'guez Oligarch
Index — 283

A Guide to Further Reading — 285

References — 287

List of Figures — 303

About the Authors — 305

Index — 307


