
Contents

Acknowledgements — VII

Notes on Sources and Abbreviations — XI

Introduction — 1
I Aesthetic experience — 8
II Aesthetic compensation for disenchantment —11
III The sublime in Kant and Kierkegaard —15
IV Chapter overview — 21

Part I Kant’s Aesthetics of the Sublime

Chapter 1
The Conflictual Character of the Kantian Sublime — 27
1.1 Nature and freedom: Heteronomy versus autonomy — 31
1.2 The form of the moral law — 34
1.3 Final causality----- 36
1.4 The systematic place of the Kritik der Urteilskraft — 40
1.5 The unified strategy of the Kritik der Urteilskraft----- 43
1.6 Teleological versus aesthetic judgement — 50
1.7 Forms of purposiveness----- 53
1.8 The judgement of the beautiful — 54
1.9 Sublimity and teleology - astonishment and admiration — 58
1.10 The aesthetic experience of the sublime — 60
1.10.1 The double conflict of the sublime----- 64
1.10.2 The sublime instant----- 68
1.11 The extra-aesthetic significance of the sublime — 75

Chapter 2
Enthusiasm: The Politico-Historical Sublime — 78
2.1 Variations of the Kantian sublime----- 83
2.1.1 The moral-philosophical sublime----- 86
2.1.2 Sublime affects in the Allgemeine Anmerkung----- 92
2.1.3 Affective frames of response----- 95
2.1.4 Enthusiasm as affect (versus passion)----- 99
2.2 Enthusiasm and the French Revolution in Erneuerte Frage------103
2.2.1 Models of justification of the hypothesis of progress----- 105

https://d-nb.info/128672774X


2.3
2.3.1
2.3.2
2.3.3
2.4

The politico-historical sublime —111
The contingent and singular appearance —114
The twofold appearance----- 115
Relative formlessness and contrapurposiveness —117
Conclusion —120

Part II Kierkegaard’s Transfigurations of the Sublime

Chapter 3
Aesthetic Figures of the Sublime —125
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7

The sublime: The presence of an absent concept —128
The critique and self-critique of the aesthetic----- 131
The aesthetic mode of existence: A as aesthete----- 134
Aesthetic self-critique: A as aesthetician —138
The tragic sublime: ‘Our Antigone' —141
Sublime sorrow: The silhouettes —148
Conclusion----- 153

Chapter 4
The Ethico-Religious Sublime: The Image of Contradiction —155
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.4.1
4.4.2
4.5
4.6
4.6.1
4.6.2
4.6.3
4.7

Representation of the God-man----- 155
Anti-Climacus' aesthetics of the image —164
The eternal image----- 167
The God-man as paradox: Offence —171
Theoretical offence----- 172
Practical offence----- 177
The God-man as sign of contradiction —180
Representation as image(s) —182
The representation of suffering: Anti-Climacus' iconoclasm —185
The image of the crucifixion----- 191
The image of (im)perfection —193
The God-man as prototype for imitation —196

Conclusion — 202

Bibliography — 216

Index — 229


