
Contents

Acknowledgments — 1

Copyright Permissions — 3

Abbreviations — 4

1 Introduction
Paul: A Circumcised Apostle — 5

1.1
1.2
1.2.1
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6

Introducing Paul and Circumcision — 5
Paul and Circumcision via "Paul and Judaism” — 7
An Emerging Paradigm----- 9
Recent Contributions----- 11
Circumcision, Foreskin, and Paul’s Ethnic Map —16
Method----- 18
Outline----- 20

2 Keeping the Commandments of God
Circumcision in 1 Corinthians — 22

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.3.1
2.3.2
2.3.3
2.4
2.4.1
2.5
2.6

Introduction----- 22
Paul’s Rule in All the Assemblies and the Language of Calling----- 23
Circumcision and Foreskin as Callings — 26
Epispasm and Jewish Identity----- 30
Circumcision and Non-Jews----- 32
An Objection: “When you were gentiles...” (1 Cor 12:2)----- 34
Circumcision and Foreskin as Nothing — 36
Rhetorical Negation and Comparison — 38
Circumcision and Keeping the Commandments of God----- 41
Conclusion----- 45

3 Do You Not Hear the Law?
Circumcision in Galatians — 47

3.1
3.2
3.2.1
3.2.2
3.2.3

Introduction----- 47
Galatians 2----- 48
The Apostolic Consensus on Gentile Circumcision — 49
“Not even Titus was Compelled to be Circumcised” — 50
The Antioch Incident----- 52

https://d-nb.info/1278473084


VIII — Contents

3.3
3.3.1

The Presenting Issue: Gentile Circumcision — 55 
Why Does Paul Oppose Circumcision in Galatians? 
Some Prominent Proposals — 56

3.3.2
3.4

Critiquing Previous Proposals — 60
Paul and the Allegory of the Enslaved Woman and the Free Woman:
Galatians 4:21-5:1----- 63

3.4.1
3.4.2
3.5
3.6
3.6.1
3.6.2
3.7

Competing Mothers, Missions, and Offspring — 66
Where is Circumcision? — 69
Sonship via Pneuma, Not Circumcision — 76
Pruning Circumcised Gentiles in Christ: Galatians 5:2-4 — 80
Schweitzer, Pneuma} and die Todsunden — 81
Circumcision and the Whole Law — 86
Are Circumcision and Foreskin Actually Nothing?
Galatians 5:6 and 6:15----- 92

3.7.1
3.7.2
3.8
3.8.1
3.8.2
3.9
3.9.1
3.9.2
3.10
3.11

Galatians 5:6----- 93
Galatians 6:15----- 95
Paul: Proclaimer of Circumcision? Galatians 5:11 — 99
Prevailing Perspectives —100
A New Proposal----- 108
"Cutting Off” The Agitators: Galatians 5:12 —112
Galatians 5:12 and Castration —113
Galatians 5:12 and Exclusion —116
Identifying the Agitators: Galatians 6:12-13----- 119
Conclusion----- 123

4 We Are the Circumcision 
Circumcision in Philippians —125

4.1
4.2
4.2.1

Introduction----- 125
The Dogs----- 127
The Deconstruction of an Ideological Tale: Dogs in Ancient Jewish Sources 
and the Gospels —128

4.2.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6
4.6.1
4.7

A New Proposal: An Overlooked Meaning of kuwv —131
The Wicked Workers —134
The Mutilation----- 136
Further Identifying the Opponents: Philippians 3:18-19 —140
“We are the Circumcision!” —142
Paul’s Pristine Pedigree —145
Conclusion —146



Contents — IX

5 The God of the Circumcision and the Foreskin 
Circumcision in Romans —148

5.1 Introduction----- 148
5.1.1
5.1.2
5.2
5.2.1
5.2.2
5.3
5.3.1
5.3.2
5.4
5.5
5.5.1
5.6
5.6.1
5.6.2

Reading Romans —149
Romans and the Diatribe —151
Paul and An Interlocutor: Romans 2:17 —153
Identifying the So-Called jew —154
Indicting the So-Called Jew —157
Circumcision and the So-Called Jew: Romans 2:25-29 —160
Circumcision as Foreskin and Foreskin as Circumcision —162
Heart Circumcision and the Jew in Secret —169
The Benefit of Circumcision: Romans 3:1-2 —177
The God of the Circumcision and the Foreskin: Romans 3:29-30 —180
The One God of Jews and the Nations —180
Abraham’s Faithful Foreskin: Romans 4:9-12 —183
Reckoning Dikaiosyne to Abraham: Not "When?” but "How?” —185
Foregrounding the Forefather’s Foreskin:
An Epispasmic Reading of Romans 4:9-12----- 187

5.7
5.8

The Messiah as Agent of the Circumcision: Romans 15:8 —190
Conclusion----- 195

6 Conclusion
Paul: The Apostle to the Foreskin —197

6.1 Re-reading Paul and Circumcision —197
6.2 Early Christian Circumcision Polemics —198
6.3 Paul and the Polemicists — 201
6.4 Conclusion: The Apostle to the Foreskin — 202

Bibliography — 203
Primary Sources — 203
Secondary Sources — 205

Index of Names — 224

Index of Subjects — 229

Ancient Sources — 231


