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FOREWORD

In January 2008, the Illuminated Manuscripts Section of the Center for Jewish Art at The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem began a four-year project supported by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation. The
project entailed the documentation and research of 84 Hebrew manuscripts housed in the Bayerische
Staatsbibliothek in Munich, of which 51 are illuminated. The documentation and research team
included, besides myself, four of my students, researchers at the center: Michal Sternthal, head
of the Illuminated Manuscript Section; Ilona Steimann, who documented, researched and wrote
the introduction to the Fugger group; Estherlee Kanon-Ebner, and Anna Nizza-Caplan. Another
researcher, Yaffa Levy, was a great help in the editorial work (see biographies p. 519).

The detailed documentation data and the results of the research can be found in this book, as
well as on the website of the Center for Jewish Art (https://cja.huji.ac.il), in the Bezalel Narkiss Index
of Jewish Art. There one can find all the relevant pictorial and comparative material. Furthermore,
it is possible to browse according to fields of documentation and iconography through the Munich
manuscripts as well as through many other Hebrew manuscripts documented by the Center for
Jewish Art in other libraries throughout the world.

In addition to the manuscripts found in the Bezalel Narkiss Index of Jewish Art, the Munich Li-
brary has digitized in their entirety most of the manuscripts we have documented there. This can be
seen in the digitized manuscripts of the Munich Library, https://www.bsb-muenchen.de/sammlungen/
handschriften/sprachenregionen/orientalische-handschriften/. Thus the user may receive full pictoral
information regarding the manuscript which is the object of his interest.

My team and I are deeply grateful to the director of the manuscript department of the Bayerische
Staatsbibliothek, Dr. Claudia Fabian, who allowed us to study these treasures under optimal condi-
tions. Furthermore, we thank the excellent staff and researchers who were always ready to help us:
Drs. B. Gullath (deceased), W.-V. Ikas, G. Glauche, C. Bubenik, B. Hernad, K.-G. Pfindtner, S. Wim-
mer, as well as W. Kasper of the computer department. I am also indebted to the readers and friends
H. Traub and Profs. D. Buschinger and P. Kuhn.

Special thanks are due to Dr. K. Kessler of Bet Tfila Research Unit at the Technical University of
Braunschweig, for carefully reading and collating the text; as well as to Dr. V. Levin, director of the
Center for Jewish Art at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, for preparing the glossary, and R. Levin
for preparing the indices. Last but not least, I am deeply grateful to G. Hemed of the Center for Jew-
ish Art for his invaluable advice, and to M. Frohlich of the Harrassowitz Verlag for his remarkable
patience.

We are greatly indebted to the Fritz Thyssen Foundation which supported this documentation
and research, without which it could not have been realized. Personally I am extremely grateful to
Dr. Karl-Ulrich Gelberg, the director of the Historisches Kolleg, and to Dr. Amalia Reisenthel, where
I found pleasant homes in Munich.

My heartiest thanks go to my life-long friends, Miss Christine Evans, Dr. Sabine Solf and Prof.
Claudia Martl. Miss Evans is the language editor of this catalogue and of all my other publications;
Prof. Martl has helped in practical matters; and Dr. Solf has supported and encouraged me on many
occasions.
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This catalogue is dedicated to the memory of Prof. Bezalel Narkiss, who founded the Center for
Jewish Art and the Index of Jewish Art at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and revealed to us the
rich and fascinating world of Hebrew manuscripts.

It is hoped that this book will arouse the interest of scholars as well as of the general public in the
treasure trove of Hebrew manuscripts in the Munich Bayerische Staatsbibliothek.

A. C.-M,, Jerusalem 2020
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