
7 

Contents 
 

 

Preface ..................................................................................................... 9	

Chapter 1  
Introduction: Speaking Wisdom Otherwise .................................. 11 

A Concise History of Allegory ................................................... 11 

Myth, Philosophy, and the Speculative Task ........................... 22 

The Shift from Muthos to Logos .................................................. 33 

Chapter 2  

The Presocratics and the Beginnings of Allegory ........................ 41	
Historical and Theoretical Considerations ............................... 41 

Philosophical Anticipations in Archaic Poetry ........................ 49 

The Three Senses of a Presocratic “Poetics” ............................. 58 

Presocratic Allegorical Practices ................................................ 66 

Chapter 3  
Plato on Poetry, Myth, and Allegory ............................................... 79	

Philosophical Myth in Plato’s Dialogues .................................. 79 

The Ancient Quarrel with the Poets .......................................... 86 

Imagination, Memory, and Resolution of the Quarrel ........... 93 

“Other Speech” in Platonic Thought ....................................... 100 

Selected Bibliography ...................................................................... 113	

  
 
 




