Richard Jasnow and Karl-Theodor Zauzich

The Ancient Egyptian Book of Thoth



Richard Jasnow and Karl-Theodor Zauzich

The Ancient Egyptian

Book of Thoth

A Demotic Discourse on Knowledge
and Pendant to the Classical Hermetica

Reprint of the First Edition
with New Arrangement of the Plates

Volume 1: Text

2020

Harrassowitz Verlag - Wiesbaden



Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen
Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet

iber http://dnb.dnb.de abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche

Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data are available in the Internet
at http://dnb.dnb.de.

For further information about our publishing program consult our
website http://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de

© Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2005, 2020
This work, including all of its parts, is protected by copyright.
Any use beyond the limits of copyright law without the permission
of the publisher is forbidden and subject to penalty. This applies
particularly to reproductions, translations, microfilms and storage
and processing in electronic systems.

Printed on permanent/durable paper.

Printing and binding: Hubert & Co., Gottingen

Printed in Germany

ISBN 978-3-447-11392-2



To the Memory of our Fathers
Alexander Jasnow (1918-1997)
Karl Zauzich (1911-1941)



Contents

Volume 1: Text

Abbreviations . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e e IX

Locations of Transliterations and Translations with Commentary of the Papyri . . XIII

Locations of Transliterations and Translations with Commentary of the Major

Papyri (B02, B04, and L.01) according to Column . . . . .. .. ... ... ..... XV

Acknowledgements . . . . . ... XVII

Forewordof the Reprint . . . ... ... ... . ... . .. . . XXI

Select List of Reviews and Discussions pertaining to the Book of Thoth . . ... .. XXII

I. Preliminary Essays on the Bookof Thoth . . .. ... . ... ... ... ..., 1

1. Introduction and History of Scholarship . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... 1

2. Overview of the Bookof Thoth . . .. .. ...... ... ........... 3

3. Thoth . . . . . . 9

4. Mr-rh (“The-one-who-loves-knowledge” or “He-who-wishes-to-learn”) . . 13

5. Wpy-tp-it=f (“He-has-judged, namely, the-one-who-is-upon-his-back™).. 15

6. Imhotep . . . . . . 17

7. Seshat . . .. 19

8. Other Deities and Festivals Mentioned in the Book of Thoth . . . . . .. .. 23

9. The Souls of Re and the “Sacred Books” . . ... ... ............ 27

10. The Prophet (s[3) . . . . o o i 29

11. The Wn-ims . . . . . . . 31

12. The Craftsman (Am) . . . . . . . . e 32

13. The Assistant (Ary-/ hry-rt) .« .« o o oo i e 33

14. House of Life (pr-mh) . .« o o o o o i i e e 33

15. Chamber of Darkness (“¢-kky) . . . . . . . .. . . . i 36

16. Animals . . . . . oL L e 38

17. Plantsand Minerals . . . . . . . .. ... . ... . 50

18. Sacred Geography . . . . . . . . ... 51

19. Initiation and Mysticism . . . . . . .. Lo e 54

20. Knowledge . . . . . . . o oL e 61

21. Hermetic and Greek Interaction as Reflected in the Book of Thoth . . . . . 65
22. Purpose of Composition and the Place of the Book of Thoth within the

Egyptian Literary Tradition . . . ... ... ... ... ... ........ 72

II. Discussion of the Papyri and Text of the Book of Thoth. . . . .. ... ... .. 79

1. Descriptionof the Papyri. . . . . ... ... .. . 79

2. Orthography . . . . . . .. . 88



VIII Contents

—

Script . . o o
Corrections and Additions . . . ... ... .. L L L oo
Errors . . . . e
Grammar. . . . . ... e e e e e e e e
Vocabulary . . . . . ..
The Style of the Bookof Thoth . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... ....
Textual Variants in the Papyri of the Book of Thoth . . .. ... ... ...
Remarks on the Manuscripts and Manuscript Tradition

of the Bookof Thoth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...

O XX NU W

II1. Transliteration and Translation of the Book of Thoth with Commentary . . . .

IV. Consecutive Translation . . . . . . . . o o i v i i i i e e e e e e e e e

V. Addenda . . . . . . .. e

1. Additional Fragments of LO1 (LO1.11-19) . . . . . . . . . . .. oo vt ..
2. Additional Comments or Corrections to the Book of Thoth . . . . . ... ..

Glossary . . . . o

1.General Vocabulary . . .. ... .. L
2. Divine Names and Selected Epithets . . . . .. ... ..............
3.Toponyms . . ..o e e e e e
4.Grammatical Items . . . . ... ... L L L L o
50Numbers . . . .. . e

Bibliography . . . . . . . L

List

of Texts Cited . . . . . . o o

General Index . . . . . . L e

Volume 2: Plates

Acknowledgement of Photographs and Illustrations . . . . .. ... ... ......

Systematic Overview of Plates, Manuscripts, and Inventory Numbers of Papyri . .

Plates 1-90: Papyri
Plate 92:  Table 1: Illustrating Relationship of Witnesses to the Connected

Composition of the Book of Thoth

Plate 93:  Table 1 Continued

Table 2: Illustrating Relationship of Witnesses to the Substantial
Unplaced Sections of the Book of Thoth

571

VII



AA
AAT
AEL

ALE
ANRW

ASAE
BdE
BIFAO
BSFE
CD
CdE

CED

CRIPEL
DLE

DVS

EG

Glossar
GM
HP

JARCE
JEA
JP
JNES
Karnak

Kémi

KHWB

Abbreviations

Bibliographic Abbreviations

Agyptologische Abhandlungen, 1960-.

Agypten und Altes Testament, 1979-.

Miriam Lichtheim. Ancient Egyptian Literature. A Book of Readings. 3 volumes. Ber-
keley, Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press, 1973-80.

Dimitri Meeks. Année Lexicographique E/gypte ancienne. Volumes 1-3 (1977-1979).
Paris: Cybele, 1998.

W. Haase and H. Temporini, editors. Aufstieg und Niedergang der Romischen Welt.
Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1972-.

Annales du Service des Antiquités de Z’E/gypte. Cairo, 1900-.

Bibliotheque d’Etude. Cairo, 1908-.

Bulletin de 'Institut Frangais d’Archéologie Orientale. Cairo, 1901-.

Bulletin de la Société Frangaise d’Egyptologie. Paris, 1949-.

W. E. Crum. A Coptic Dictionary. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1939.

Chronique d’Egypte. Bulletin périodique de la Fondation ]::gyptologique Reine Elisa-
beth. Brussels, 1926-.

J. éern}?. Coptic Etymological Dictionary. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1976.

Cahier de Recherches de ['Institut de Papyrologie et d’E/’gyptologie de Lille. Lille, 1973-.
Leonard Lesko et al. A Dictionary of Late Egyptian. 5 volumes. Berkeley and Provi-
dence: B. C. Scribe Publications, 1982-1990.

Janet Johnson. The Demotic Verbal System. SAOC 38. Chicago: The Oriental Insti-
tute, 1976.

Alan Gardiner. Egyptian Grammar: Being an Iniroduction to the Study of Hieroglyphs.
3rd edition, rev. London: Oxford University Press on behalf of the Griffith Institute,
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, 1957.

W. Erichsen, Demotisches Glossar. Copenhagen: Ejnar Munksgaard, 1954.

Gottinger Miszellen. Beitrige zur dgyptologischen Diskussion. Gottingen, 1972-.
Georg Moller. Hieratische Paldographie. Die dgyptische Buchschrift in ihrer Entwick-
lung von der fiinften Dynastie bis zur romischen Kaiserzeit. 3 volumes. Leipzig: J. C.
Hinrichs, 1909-12.

Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt. Boston, 1962-.

The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology. London: 1914-.

The Journal of Juristic Papyrology. New York and Warsaw, 1946-.

Journal of Near Fastern Studies. Chicago, 1942-.

Cahiers de Karnak. Centre Franco—l::gyptien d’Etude des Temples de Karnak. Cairo,
1975-.

Kémi. Revue de Philologie et d’Archéologie I::gyptiennes et Coptes. Paris, 1928-.
Wolthart Westendorf. Koptisches Handwirterbuch. Heidelberg: Carl Winter Univer-
sitdtsverlag, 1965-77.



X

LA
LEM
Lexikon
MIFAO

OLP
OMRO

RdE
SAK
SAOC
Wh.

ZAS
ZPE

adj.
add.
ca.

cf.
col(s).
det.
ed(s).
e.g.
par.
pl(s).
p(p)-
vb.
vol(s).

Abbreviations

Wolfgang Helck, Eberhard Otto, and Wolfthart Westendorf (editors). Lexikon der
Agyptologie. Seven volumes. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1975-1992.

Ricardo Caminos. Late- Egyptian Miscellanies. Brown Egyptological Studies 1. Lon-
don: Oxford University Press, 1954.

Penelope Wilson. A Ptolemaic Lexikon. Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 78. Leuven:
Uitgeverij Peeters en Departement Oosterse Studies, 1997.

Mémoires publiés par les membres de I'Institut Frangais d’Archéologie orientale du
Caire. Paris and Cairo, 1889-.

Orientalia Lovaniensia Periodica. Louvain, 1970-.

Oudheidkundige Mededelingen uit het Rijksmuseum van Oudheden te Leiden. Leiden,
1920-.

Revue a”Egyptologie. Cairo and Paris, 1933-.

Studien zur altédgyptischen Kultur. Hamburg, 1974-.

Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization, Chicago, 1931-.

Adolf Erman and Hermann Grapow. Worterbuch der dgyptischen Sprache. Seven vol-
umes (and five volumes Belegstellen). Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs; Berlin: Akademie Ver-
lag, 1971.

Zeitschrift fiir dgyptische Sprache und Altertumskunde. Leipzig and Berlin, 1863-.
Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik. Bonn, 1967-.

General Abbreviations

adjective

addendum

circa, about, approximately
confer, compare

columny(s)

determinative

editor(s)

exempli gratia, for example
parallel

plate(s)

page(s)

verb

volume(s)

Abbreviations in the Designations of Papyri

Berlin

Copenhagen

Florence

Louvre

Papyrus Carlsberg. These papyri are housed in the Carsten Niebuhr Institute at the
University of Copenhagen.

= papyri in the collection of the Istituto Papirologico ‘G. Vitelli” in Florence

Vienna



(V.T.)

rAa

[]
<>
/
//

Bold Font

Abbreviations XI

(Vulture Text)
Yale = papyri in the collection of the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
at Yale University in New Haven

Symbols

encloses partly damaged text

encloses text lost in break

damaged or unread text

encloses reconstruction due to scribal omission

line change

caesura. We indicate such a pause in a line in order to clarify the sense. We have used
this symbol mainly in the section of the Book of Thoth preserved in B02.
“Verse”-point

In the transliterations and translations bold indicates a rubric.



Locations of Transliterations and Translations with
Commentary of the Papyri

Bol ... ... .. 169-212 BI10 . . ... ... . . e 398
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BO3.11l ... 362 C043 .. oo 146-149
B03.12 . ... 362-363 C04.4 ... .. i 404-413
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Bo4 . ... ... ..., 232-330 and 474-481 C04.8 . .. .o 143-157
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BO5 . ... 191-235 Co4.11 .. ... 414-415
Bo6 . ... ... 367-389  CO5 . . . . .. 415
Bo6.l ... ... 384-389  CO6.1 . . . .. ... 152-159
B0o6.2 . ... 385-389 C06.2 . . ..o 274-278
Bo6.3 ... ..o 393-395 C06.3 ..o oo 151-159
Bo64 . ... ... 389-390 CO7.1 . . . ..o i ittt 364-378
Bo6.5 . ... 390-391 C07.2 . oo i i i 415-416
Bo6.6 .. ... L 392 CO7.3 . oo 416
Bo6.7 ... ... 392-393 CO074 . . oo 416
BO7 ... 364-377 CO7.5 .o oo i 385-389
BO8 . ... 393-395 CO7.6 . . o oo 416
BO8.1 . ... ... L 395 CO7.7 « oo i 416
B08.2 ... ... L 396 CO7.8 . v v i 417
B083 ... ... 171-187 CO7.9 . . oo 417
BO8.4 ... ... L 3906 CO8 .. ..o 170-182
BO8.5 ... ... 268-272  CO9 . . ... e 150-163
BO9 . ... 397 FO1 . ... ... .. ..., 366-382

Bo9.1 ... 397-398 Fo1.r ....... ... ..., 365-376
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Fot2 ... ... .. . . 385-389 Lo1.7 ... oo o 423-424
Fo1.3 ... ... ... 417-418 LO1.8 . o o oo 407-412
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Fo7.3 . ... 421-422 10119 ..o oo 492
Foz.4 . ... . 161-164 102 .. ... ... . . . .. 366-388
FO8 . ... o 422 VOl .. ..o 143-166
FOoO . ... o 171-185 VOI.1 . ..o oo 426
F1o . ... .. o o 166-174 V02 . . . ... ... .. 426-428
S 407-412 VO3.1 . .. ... oo oo 428-429
F12 ... ... . o o 150-160 V03.2 . .o 429
F13 . ... 147-159 V033 ... 429
Fi4 ... ... . o L. 366-380 V03.4 . .o 430
Fi5 ... ... o o 422-423 V035 . .. 430
ot ........... 171-239and 473-492 V04 . . . . . . . . ... . 152-175
LO1 (V.T.) = LO1 (Vulture Text) .. 332-358 YOL.1 . ... ... ... ... .. 431
Lottt ........ 225-244 and 485-488 YO1.2 . ... oo 432-433
[01.2 . ... oo 250-266 YO1.3 . ..o oo 433-435
o013 ........ 261-276 and 483-485 YOl4 . ..o oo 435-437
o014 . ....... 261-288 and 481-485 YO1.5 ... ... 437-439
[O1.5 . . . oo oo 289-310 YO1.6 . . ..o oo 439

Lote6 ........ 318-326and 475-481 Y02 . . ... ... ... ... 407-413
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with Commentary of the Major Papyri
(B02, B04, and L.01) according to Column

B02
Columnl.............. 169-182
Column2.............. 182-189
Column3.............. 190-201
Column4.............. 201-213
Column5.............. 213-224
Columné.............. 224-232
Column7.............. 232-239
Column8.............. 240-249
Column9.............. 250-260
Column10 . .. ... ... .... 260-267
Column 11 . ... ......... 268-273
Column12 ... ... ....... 273-282
Column13 ... ... ....... 285-288
Column 14 or “14”> . . ... ... 289-293
Columnl14 ... .......... 294-304
Columni15 ... ... ....... 304-310
Bo4
Columntl.............. 214-230
Column2.............. 232-247
Column3.............. 241-263
Column4.............. 260-273

Column5. .. ... 286-289 and 294-304

Columné6. .. ... 296-310 and 312-317
Column 7 . . . 312-317,275-285, 474-479
Column8...... 318-328 and 475-479
Column9. ... .. 328-330 and 476-481
Lo1
Columnl.............. 171-196
Column2.............. 190-212
Column3.............. 203-229
Column4 ... ... 225-239 and 485-488
Column5.............. 233-245
Columné6.............. 250-266
Column7...... 261-276 and 483-485
Column§8...... 285-288 and 481-483
Column9.............. 289-293
Column10 . .. ... ....... 294-310
Column1l . ... ......... 474-479
Column12 ... ... ....... 476-481

LO1 (V.T.) = LO1 (Vulture Text)

Columnx+1............ 332-340
Columnx+2 ............ 340-347
Columnx+3 ............ 347-354
Columnx+4 . ........... 354-358
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many valuable comments on format and corrections to style. We have benefited greatly
from his deep experience in producing Near Eastern language text editions.

We are very grateful to Dr. Barbara Krauss of Harrassowitz Verlag for accepting our
manuscript on behalf of that distinguished firm. She has enthusiastically met the chal-
lenge of publishing the Book of Thoth, and has helped to solve the many technical diffi-
culties associated with producing this volume. Her constant support and encouragement
have been a source of comfort to the authors. We also thank her assistant, Ms. Sonja
Becker, who produced the computer version of the manuscript that was submitted to the
printer. This was no light task in view of the necessary conversion from Apple to PC for-
mat. Both authors would like to acknowledge here the skills of Joachim Adomeit, Dirk
Grothues, and Marco Raasch of the printing house Hubert & Co. in Géttingen, who dis-
played great expertise and efficiency in the printing of this complicated book.

Richard Jasnow would also like to remember here his parents who heard so much
about Thoth through the years, and often gave him good advice on the study. His broth-
er, too, Dr. Michael Jasnow, was always willing to discuss this project; he was at all times
there with moral support and useful observations. Christina Di Cerbo helped immensely
in organizing the confusing material and was also an excellent Gespréchspartnerin in mat-
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ters of Demotic. She contributed several of the overview plates of the longer papyri, while
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such an exceptionally hospitable Zuhause at Ansbach in which to contemplate the mys-
terious beauty of the Book of Thoth.
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Karl-Theodor Zauzich
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Postscript

On July 27% 2005, Karl-Theodor Zauzich received from Hilde Liiddeckens photo-
graphs from the papers of Professor Erich Liiddeckens. Among these was a photograph
of P. Michigan 6128, which could be immediately recognized as belonging to the
lengthy manuscript of the Book of Thoth in the Louvre designated by us as L01. The
new fragment, for which we propose the designation 101.20, is parallel to
B06+B06.1+B06.2, col. 2 (plate 34). This new parallel permits us to place exactly the
hitherto unplaced B06.5 (plate 36); it belongs at the top of the column between the frag-
ments B06.1 and B06 (plate 34). This discovery results in several changes in our under-
standing of B06, B06.1, B06.2, and B06.5, which we will publish elsewhere. We thank
Professor Traianos Gagos of the University of Michigan with whom we have corre-
sponded concerning this fragment.

R.J. and K.-Th. Z.



Foreword of the Reprint

The editors were naturally pleased when Dr. Barbara Krauss, the Director of Harrassowitz
Verlag, proposed to reprint the 2005 editio princeps of the Book of Thoth. Over the years
numerous scholars and interested laypersons had queried us as to where they might obtain
a copy, but the book had rather quickly sold out. In addition to the text, this reprint of
the editio princeps contains all the photographs published in the first printing, but altered
slightly in size and rearranged in a few cases so as to fit into DIN A4 format. We empha-
size that this is a reprint and not a revised edition of the Book of Thoth. Since there have
naturally been many advances in the reconstruction since the 2005 publication, we have
inserted an “N” on a few plates (but not all) in order to warn the user that the position
of a fragment or column has been changed since the initial publication. The reprint may
be perhaps best understood as a prelude to the forthcoming Volume Three of the Book of
Thoth, which will present a revised transliteration, translation, notes, glossary, and digital
facsimiles (incorporating changes made in the reconstruction since 2005), as well as edi-
tions of numerous ,,new* fragments. Volume Three will take into account the considerable
progress made on the understanding of the composition by the editors and other scholars
since the publication of the editio princeps in 2005. However, the forthcoming volume will
neither contain photographic images already published in this editio princeps nor will the
commentary repeat points adequately made therein. The forthcoming Volume Three is
intended rather to be used in conjunction with the 2005 editio princeps reprinted here.
Our semi-popular volume, Conversations in the House of Life (Harrassowitz Verlag, 2014),
offers a translation which reflects more closely our current understanding of the compo-
sition, but that volume omitted the transliteration and apparatus which would provide the
evidence for the translation. The forthcoming Volume Three will supply these necessities,
as well as an abundance of other aids which should help future scholars who, we hope, will
advance our understanding of the Book of Thoth. In conclusion we wish to express our
profound gratitude to Dr. Krauss, who has so often proven herself to be a friend of Thoth.
The authors are also deeply grateful to Herr Jens Fetkenheuer for his expert technical help
in the preparation of this special reprint edition.

Richard Jasnow

Karl-Th. Zauzich
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