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he setiing couldn’t he more Tl
tacular; two decp gorges cul throagh a
fantastic lava landscape, decoraved with
mirss amid lichen, wild flowers and tangled
shrubs, reflected in the sparkling waters ol
an mormous lake. This idyllic spor 15 a
mere Bour's drive portheast of Reviavik
anid 13 where i the summer of 930 the
first 'l-thFFH. Boelamid & matvomal J.-.-.”nhlg.'.
wai 1eld and the free state of loeland pra
ciaimed. Pingvelliz, the sholy place of all
loclanderss, covers ca. 50 square kilome
Irfs [ i.lllldll 1 ] |||'1|| .lr'-.! Wik -'.J..|l|" fi
natienal park im 1950, [t was also bere that

on 17 June | 944, 1,000 years after the birth
of the free siate, the Hrl'ﬂu|l|n ol leeland

wiad called into being,

The Alping marked the end of the
l||:|:||1| Picen il liw Ilrll.I l'll|||l..| I"F"' i NN
E74) and the begianing of a new dawn in
lcelandic society. The godords established
at the Settlement, communities of temple
goers which later became
worldly power, were based on Norwegian
models which were no longer suitable
ander the new svalem of administration
Wise scholar Ulilsdtur thus e thred
vears studying the laws of his motherland
and adapting them to suil the arcum-

cemireas 0l
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stances prevalent in his new homeland
v lwa retuen hie prnrntf-ﬂ lis pdean 1o 1he

assembly at PFingvellir. Announcing hias
visions to those present from stop 2 rocky
spar (the Légberg or Law Rock. now
marked by & stone plaque and loeland b
Ragl. Uliljdtur and all those who succeeded
him mest have hed both & sound vogee amd
i phenomenal memary; untd 1117, all
I.!h-l Ll rr.-lli'.ll.l sl bn '|I"|-| mindas ol
thow who were required Lo recite them ofl
by heart at the snmuasl parlissentary
sittings. Parliament was alio responsible
for amy matiers of jarisdiction, Sentences
were carried outl by the viclors of the dis-
pute. For a long time banishment was the
worst form of punishmeni; wrongdoer
were laiter hanged, drowned or sirangled
Records of various plices of execution at
the Alping bave beea handed down to s
sWitchess were hurnt atl the siake in the
Brenpugid or burning Eorge wihincas the
Drekkingarhylur or drowning place was
reserved for women who had either had
illegitimate children or had deccived or
even done away with their huibands. The
Almannagid (Everyman's Gorge) ks named
after the members of the first parliament
which i said te have met here

FEASTING AND
WRESTLING

The Alping wasa't all law and order,
however; there was also a lot of fan
People ate and drank, went (o market, got
married, sang songs and recited poetry.
joined in games — and wrestled. The latter
im i leelandic vervion -Hi'irru- i il
extremely popular. The conlestants wear &
belt and 4 band around the thigh. The aim
of the sport is 1o wrestle your opponent to

the floor using insl wewen r.lcr.-r:|'|.1.1'|"|||:
halds: the first person o touch the ground
with aay part of the body above the knewes
.h.]:. lawt

Today lceland is one of the most mod-
orn states in the world wel iradition still
playe a major rale. Until well |nto the 186k
century there were no willages bere, just
jingle farmateads as in the [ime of the
sagas. Dne such turl holding in the Porad
Valley, buried wnder Hekla lava im 1104
was excavated and reconsiructed in the
last cemtury. (Mher turf huts documenting
what life was like in the dsya of yore can be
visited ot Revkjavik s Arbajarsaln Open
Air Moscum and at Glaumber in the
north af the country

The Latver in alen linked to the life and
times of @ cgrtain Porbiamar Karlscin, who
in ca. J000 accompanied intrepid Leifur
Eiriksson on his journey to Amenca. L'n
||||.|' ||'l B r.|.l|||. l_'l.PIIIl e, !.'Iljr"al-\l. Il.u-rru:
[rom his voyage of discovery, the almost
20,000 lcelanders who set off 1o siart &
new life in the USA between 1870 amd
(@14 did mat,. The inlere T Museum of
Emmigration in Hofsés on the Skagafjord
is dedicated to them

If vou ask an loclander which event in
the recent history ol his or her counliry
holds the greatest sigmficance, he or she
might single out March 1 1989 - explain

ing with a smiile thal thes was Lhe dav on
which the long B0-year-ban on beer wid
finally lifred...
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The second-largest island in
Europe after Great Britain,
Iceland has some incredible
scenery to offer, with volcanoes
and glaciers grappling for power,
geysers catapulting jets of water
high into the sky, waterfalls
crashing down steep cliffs, hot
springs bubbling and blue
lagoons sparkling, with lush
green valleys offering welcome
respite from the black monotony
of the lava desert. Brightly
painted houses cling dizzily to
the sheer slopes of the fjords,
lonely churches poignantly punc-
tuate the wild countryside and
thousands of Icelandic sheep and
ponies graze the wind-swept
meadows. In sharp contrast to
the raw climes of the country the
capital of Reykjavik is Iceland in
its modern form, positively hum-
ming with culture and nightlife.

Over 180 photographs paint a
picture of this island on the Arctic
Circle, of a land in the making,
with its unique landscapes,
breathtaking scenery, idyllic
hamlets and buzzing city of
Reykjavik. Nature at its most
spectacular and fascinating entices
you to undertake a journey
through the land of fire and ice.
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