
 



Warning: These acknowledgments are lengthy! Learning is a socio-
cultural process and frankly this book culminates the end of a long

educational journey through numerous different relationships in and
out two graduate schools, two places of employment, and numerous
community-based organizations. I feel so blessed to have encountered
a multitude of friends, colleagues, lovers and supporters along this
journey, some of whom are still living, others who have transitioned. I
am very conscious that I stand on the shoulders of those who have
come before me, as well as those who are with me. One day I’d like to
write a memoir about these travels, but for the purposes of the present
book, I’d like to acknowledge a few groups and individuals that have
contributed to its fruition. 

Let me begin by thanking my mother, Joyce Jacobs-El. She is loving,
smart, analytical, tough, down-to-earth, and most importantly, an inspi-
ration. We have spent many hours on the phone talking about this
book. I knew if I could engage my mother, a veteran culinary arts
instructor at Job Corps in the South Bronx of New York City and
Manhattan, Kansas, I was on the right track. My brothers, Jeffrey, Roger,
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and Travis, have also been incredibly supportive. My father, William
McCready, New York City public school teacher who died two weeks
before I relocated to the Bay Area to begin graduate school, was a moti-
vational force in my graduate studies. He wanted to earn his doctorate
and write a book. Through me, I believe he has. I also want to acknowl-
edge my family of aunts, uncles, and cousins, especially my Aunt Vet
and Uncle Tiny. To my partner, Craig Morris, who bravely crossed the
border with me into Canada and continues to inspire me through his
humor, sense of adventure, and tolerance of my early morning habits.
Thank you for all your love and support.

As an undergraduate at Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota
I was mentored and inspired by several faculty members who gave me
the intellectual tools to begin exploring the relationships between edu-
cation, social identities, group affiliation, and youth empowerment.
Most notable among them were Deborah Appleman, John Ramsay, Neil
Lutsky, Mary Easter, Rudolph Byrd, and Jewelnel Davis. The first leg of
my graduate studies took me to Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia,
where Jacqueline Jordan Irvine, Jacqueline Nassy Brown, Vanessa
Siddle-Walker, Margaret Spencer, and again Rudolph Byrd nurtured
my interest in the experiences of African American youth and families.
Sarah Lynn Chesnut helped keep my foot in the door of activism in the
lgbt campus community. Graduate students Jacqueline Francis, Michael
Cunningham, Kimberly Springer, Charles Leonard, andYolanda Manora
also contributed to my intellectual development and helped me main-
tain my sense of humor. They were and are wonderful friends/scholar-
colleagues.

I transferred to University of California, Berkeley to finish my doc-
torate and was pleasantly surprised to find that my professional blend
of scholarship, activism and artistry (dance) was viewed as an asset
rather than a liability. Carol Stack, my dissertation advisor and a dancer
herself, has always provided endless amounts of guidance, particular-
ly on my writing and the ethnographic process. Her unwavering advo-
cacy and wise counsel warmed the corridors of Tolman Hall. The other
members of my dissertation committee have also been important col-
leagues and mentors. Pedro Noguera opened the door to UCB when he
recommended me for the Healthy Start Coordinator position at Berkeley

VIII ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

McCready.qxd  4/5/2010  9:08 AM  Page viii



High School and later encouraged me to join the school’s Diversity
Project. Pedro’s commitment to making educational institutions like
UCB more accessible to students of color is noteworthy. He also encour-
aged me to write about the experiences of Black male students in urban
schools. Barrie Thorne, another member of my dissertation committee,
taught one of the best courses I took at UCB, sociology of gender, and
inspired me to complete the Designated Emphasis in Women, Gender,
and Sexuality. She, along with Evelyn Nakano-Glenn and Caren Kaplan
was instrumental in developing my knowledge of feminist theory. Ruth
Wilson Gilmore, also a member of my dissertation committee, opened
my eyes to a whole new are of study—social and political geography. She
continues to be a role model in doing activist research and writing. I
thank the rest of the people who were colleagues, mentors and admin-
istrative lifesavers during my graduate program at UCB, especially Jean
Lave, Jabari Mahiri, Sarah Freedman, Verda Delp, Lawrence Cohen,
and Margo Okazawa-Rey.

The members of my graduate student cohort, Elena Silva, Collette
Cann, Eric Demulenaere, Kim Bancroft, Anchalee Kuratach, and Anne
Marie Richards deserve special thanks for always believing in me, offer-
ing unwavering support, reading drafts, chapters and articles, and hav-
ing those esoteric conversations about theory. Honorary cohort member,
Pharmicia M. Mosely, who followed me across the country and both
looks and acts like my sister, provided endless hours of games, conver-
sation about Boundaries of Blackness, advice about cooking greens, a good
couch, and wholesome support. I thank Anne Okahara for her never-
ending words of encouragement, advocacy, cooking lessons, heartwarm-
ing friendship, and family. I also thank Jean Yonemura-Wing for her
undying enthusiasm, wisdom and insight. For the 2001–2002 academic
year, I was a Five College/Mendenhall Dissertation fellow at Smith
College. Through their feedback the faculty there, Brenda Allen, Ann
Ferguson, Yvonne Daniel, Kevin Quashie, Sam Intrator, and Susan
Etheridge, helped to shape what would become the first draft of this
book. During this time I also met and became friends with Kevin
Kumashiro, who read my dissertation and subsequently published a ver-
sion of its chapters in the groundbreaking anthology Troubling
Intersections of Race and Sexuality. Kevin continues to serve as a mentor,
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friend, and colleague as I make my way in the world of academia.
I returned to Carleton College in the fall of 2002 to begin my first

tenure-track job in the Educational Studies Department, which had been
an important place for me as an undergraduate. As a faculty member, I
was immediately befriended by my undergraduate mentors, as well as
a new crop of faculty members in history and women and gender stud-
ies—Annette Igra, Parna Sengupta, Serena Zabin and Adriana Estill.
They helped me shape the chapters of my dissertation into articles, and
became incredible friends and colleagues. I want to acknowledge that
one of these articles, published in the Journal of Gay and Lesbian Issues in
Education (now Journal of LGBT Youth), formed the basis of chapter 3
which focuses on Project 10. In the fall of 2006, wanting to gain a more
global, comparative perspective on issues of identity and engagement
in urban communities and schools, I accepted a tenure-stream position
in the department of Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning (CTL) at the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto.
CTL is by far the most queer-friendly academic department I have ever
been in, thanks to the tireless work of faculty members Tara Goldstein,
Heather Sykes, and Kathy Bickmore. In addition, Jeff Kugler, Kathleen
Gallagher, Dominique Riviere, and Nicole West-Burns from the Centre
for Urban Schooling have graciously helped incubate many of the ideas
for this book through its speaker series and study groups on race, mas-
culinity, and sexuality in urban schools. My copy editor Dody Riggs and
the staff at Peter Lang Publishing, Bernadette Shade and Chris Myers,
have shown amazing amounts of patience and support. Christopher
Cushman, photographer extraordinaire, created the exquisite photo col-
lage that is the book’s cover. Thank you Christopher for inviting people
to open and read the book. Finally, the amazing members of my writing
group, the “Spice Girls,” Roland Sintos Coloma, Indigo Esmonde, Joseph
Flessa, and Ruben Gaztambide-Fernandez, have been the best friends,
colleagues, and critics a junior faculty member can have. Their passion
for scholarship, writing, critical thought, and praxis is amazing. Their
karaoke skills aren’t too shabby either.

I should not miss the opportunity to also thank some of the people
in the worlds of arts and community-based organizations I have worked
with over the years because they too inspired the thought that went into
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this book. Sarah Kornfeld, my oldest friend and sister-I-never-had, read
chapters, provided welcome distractions in the form of concerts, movies,
and conversation, and keeps me grounded. Ibrahim Abdurrahman
Farajajé facilitated my relocation to the Bay Area for graduate school and
in doing so altered the path of my life in ways that have been both
exciting and gratifying. He brings new meaning to the term “intersec-
tionality” and remains an inspiration for me. There are too many
artists/activists/friends to name who have inspired me over the years,
but here are some: John Manzon-Santos, Manolo Guzman, Charlie
Fernandez, Tim’m T. West, Cedric Brown, Zakee McGill, Marvin K.
White, Craig Washington, Jafari Allen, Marlon Bailey, Therese Quinn,
Erica Meiners, Bill Ayers, Larry Aleshire and Soyinka Rahim. Finally, I
must acknowledge and say, “Ashe!” to Audre Lorde, Marlon Riggs,
Pamela Sneed, Craig Harris, Brian Freeman, Djola Branner, Alan Miller,
Kobena Mercer, Isaac Julien, Assotto Saint, Essex Hemphill, Larry
Duckett, Don Kao, Rory Buchanan, Timothy Boyd, the youth profiled in
this book and many other living and deceased queer men and women
of color who taught me to be proud of who I am and use the sometimes
marginalizing intersections of my identities as sources of insight and
creativity.
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