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The Festival Court of the Temple of Ramesses II at Abydos (Part II) 

 

Mohamed Abdelrahiem  
(Taf. 1-5) 

 
Abstract 

In a previous article (SAK 39, 2010, 1-17), the author has published the inscriptions of the Southern Wall of the 

festival court of the temple of Ramesses II at Abydos. This paper aims to complete the previous study, and 

publish all the accessible inscriptions of the Eastern and Northern Walls that are not legible enough to be all 

intelligible. The texts presented here are based also on copies that were made on the spot and collated with the 

originals. 1 

 

II The Eastern Wall. 
The eastern wall of the second court is, in reality, the western face of the second pylon, but 
is perpendicular, has no letter, and is divided into two equal parts by the central doorway of 
the pylon2  (fig. 1), as follows: 

1. The southern half of the eastern wall is preserved to a height of 2.88 m. and only 
the lowest register of scenes is preserved. 

2. The central doorway, which is the main entrance of the second court, measures 
2.68 m. wide. Its inner thickness is recessed back on each side, in order to 
accommodate the thick and heavy door-leaves, when these were opened and folded 
back. 

3. The northern half of the eastern wall is denuded down to a maximum height of 1.80 
m. Only the lower part of the scene in the bottom register remains. 

 
1 The Southern Half of the Eastern Wall (13 - 17) 3 
The southern half of the eastern wall is preserved to a height of 2.88 m., and only the lowest 
register of scenes is preserved. The upper register is vanished, only the extreme lower part 
is preserved at the northern and southern ends of the wall. At the southern end may be seen 
a strip of blue water, on which ships are being rowed.  

At the northern end may be seen male feet and ankles, turned to the north, and some 
food-offerings, vases, chests and offering-tables. 4 Below this is the continuation of the long, 
horizontal text, which has already been dealt with in the previous study.5 The scene in the 
lower register depicts part of a festival, in which the army is participating. Commencing 
from the northern end, the scenes run as follow: (figs. 2-3; Pls.1-2).  

 
1 For additional bibliography of this temple, see: M. Abdelrahiem, in:  SAK 39, 2010, 1-17, n. 1-2, cf. M. 

Ullmann, König für die Ewigkeit. Die Häuser der Millionen von Jahren, ÄAT 51, 2002, 307, n. 1098. 
2 This court is designated (A) by Mariette, Abydos II, pl. 1; cf. PM VI, pl. on p. 32; K.P. Kuhlmann, Der 

Tempel Rameses II. in Abydos. Zweiter Bericht über die Neuaufnahme, in: MDAIK 38, 1982, fig. on p. 359; R. 
Breitenstein, Ein Tempel für Millionen von Jahren. Ein ikongraphischer Rundgang durch den Tempel Rameses' 
II. in Abydos, in: Antike Welt 6, 1999, fig. 3a. 

3 Numbers refer to the location of the inscription on the wall, shown in fig. 1. 
4  There is the end of a ceremonial tail behind the feet that could belong equally well to either a god or a 

king. The feet may be those of Ramesses inspecting offerings, or of Thoth, who was perhaps registering them, 
as in the painted scenes on the walls of the western rooms of the temple of Sethos I at Abydos, see for example, 
the scene on the western wall of Storeroom A, see: A. David, Religious Ritual at Abydos, England 1973, 279.   

5  M. Abdelrahiem, in: SAK 39, 2010, 3-5.        
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