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OF MEN AND HISTORIC MOMENTS—- THE BRANDENBURG GATE ON PARISER PLATZ

s
o
?lraluhr down the middle is the way
10 wialk under the Brandenburg Gate. How
clse! For years PaREEE woder the contral ar
wis & privilege seserved solely for the em-
peror s barouche. Todavy entire coachloads
celebrate that magic moment when thelr
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double-decker rolls under the historic por. THE ACADEMY ON PARISER f i '

tal O all of Berkin's landmarks, its st clas-
sical building erected in 1791 from plans by
Carl Gotthard Langhans must be the mast
famowi. 11 wis modelled on the Propylaca at
the Acropalis; ax Berlin did niot kave enough
maoncy for marbde. Langhans had whe pillars
whitewashed. The paint lasted & mere 13
vgars. In 1804 & second troop of decorators
was mobilised to give it 2 new lick of brown
paint, prompling the writer lulius ves fofl 1o
wornm that the sideals brillianl whae had
been ssullicd with a disgusting café au laits

His disdainful remarks were heeded and the
paint wan scraped ofl, Stedics of the Gile
madde by the cursors of Berhin's monuaments
have unce revesled that over the course of
hiﬂun_r e furtlk er n:na.ll:-nr-r\-l:ni e dp-
plied, some brown, swome ochre. The Gale
hias shown lis tree colour = bare grev sand

sione — since 1956 This shade has become so
firmly embedded in the collective con-
schousness that during restorstion in
2000/ 2001 experts argued fiercely whether
to keep it as Lhe world knew it 1oday — 20 na-
turel = or 1o resore i o its classical white

The grev (aclion won

PLATYZ

The intelleciuil disagreement over the
tenctiure of the H:.l.ndrnl‘lur!{ Caite was maol the
anly dispule fo rage berween urban comservi-
teomindn. Simiblar debates went on over the his-
torpcisl reconstroctions of the Lichermann
and Sommer buildings and the Mlash new
replica of the Hotel Adlon, Maximum bhesghts
were sl anad vlone !.l-,.-lﬂ were & sk Dine
architect, Ganter Bebnisch, refused to comply
with divectrves. With the honorary presadent of
the Acadeny of Arts, Walter Jons, backang him
up, Behmisch’s new academy building on Pari
st Platz was ghven s glass front. This represents
the transparency and open-mindedness of the
edifice where Albert Speer onoe exhibined his
moddel of the i i ol FIRAT LA, =g ll;'ll.ﬂ ol
thir Hewchs, and where luler the Last Garman
People’s Army installed a cell for »border vio-
lstorss, Before the Maris moved in, Max Lie-
bermann Uhin prossdent of the Acaderey, wili
required 1o move out and retire 1o his bouse
north of the Brandenburg Gate. The ageing
lewiih painter commented on Hither's mae to
posset i the hrask manner tvpbcal of Berlin,
saving thal no amount of food could replenish
what e fielt like throwing up.

Froem 1960 1o 1989 the Brandenburg (aate,
cut off from the Wiest by the Berlin Wall, was
sthes yymebenl of 8 Germany divided. Sather
Wt mor East Derlomers were allowed o coler
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An entire monarchy of kings and emperors,
presidents and excellencies have passed under
this gate. Photos of YVIPs genially shaking
hands in front of it are obligatory footage on
I.'I1:r' lond of srate vapll. The bl.ltll!tl.‘l.ﬁ B alg5
Ii.lvl,"ﬂ { ] '!'.E'I\.'-rllt.l.!".-d lame ¢ 1h¢ .:.d\-lrrw:n';
industry. We are ked 1o beliewe. that anvthing
beanng the likenes of the Brandenburg Gate
has becomme synonvmons with quality.

TRy Bt @0 Pdwive uined
1 P apurdal Walrl
Asllow are those whach
ligd mal dnte Rerlrms

Hu e g e T e
Drpfrmyed ky fiee phartiy
aiter wei gl of tRe

Lo rmd Warld Was rhe
lunmry dutalfi smrend
Wil spa el o [RT

vt Hhe |'H freats afe Hot &8 up- 1o thse - mEiny
ule as My woudd liko 1o Benk. They weie Dot
thie frst b0 disoover the marketing potential of
the »penizs bocis; Mapoleon, for example, was
o [amens prodecousir who weed 18 o further
hili (e Dl |80 he iaicked Ll mpuantby
unider the Gate, taking Gostfried Schadow's
Chuackraga wath himm & 3 sopemir tropéy tor the
French republic. The four borses from Bori
fovund themselves in 1:!!-:-1 ERER Y T TITAT
thetr neow abode with the horses ol 5an Marco
Mapoloos bad =scquirods m Venice, They spemt
r4|;||l wrars awav, in DE1D B ket |1|-|1||.|;'11 Fag
poleoa’s booty bick home o the Spree. This
the Quadrigs carnad it sadkname ol sretum
coachs of sretnibutions [ Rewoarkuische ). Sance
158 & coper has adorned che Gate

the prohibuted rone of Pariser Platz reserved  Far befi: Tep lefi: Abore: Tep right: Right:

for border guards oaly. In 1987, the monu-  Owf end sbous in the Lrnsts Adwe portrared T Brandemterg Galr iy The grami New frars Evwr Leocsndy baord om therr
ment walled in behind him, ex-US president 1938 itk posk moters e Brandenburg Gaie ai d =y whid pou atf in ParFy al A ompaiing prodecrssers, Masia Lieher
Ronald Beagan made bis famous appeal o his — re satcd she asifin i symbal of Byl fior Beviim Mirdelind ani i Brandeabwrp Gale i a= mang jripht ), he=i o
opposie mumber 1w Butia »Mr Gorsachor, wrrrsl cpmizrars [ Epey Treprizes 13 Askyens, FEpETiERCT Wi 30 b Irwpeinzsmnar e Mas
ear dosem this wall. Open this gate.s Two years pi wecking From [ibd Garrmany i madione =i gl Lighrrmarn amd Haui
on the Wall came tumbling down, There have sl gl Haumifpqlivs s wdr FEC AR O
been many internatbonally significant mo- wits bwlt berwven | 758 rither rade of the Gaie by

menis in history ke thewe on Pariser Pladz. and 7RI fosef Pamed Kidhued.
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GETTING BACK 1TO NATURE| - IN THE HEART OF THE METROPOLIS
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The Brandenburg Gate,
the Reichstag, elegant
boulevards such as
Unter den Linden, the
new Potsdamer Platz:
these are just a few of
the many attractions the
metropolis of Berlin has
to offer. Whether you are
there to admire the art
and culture, to groove
the night away in the
discos and clubs or to
simply meander along
the Kurfiirstendamm or
through the lush parks
dotted about in the city
centre, Berlin has some-
thing for everyone.

Over 180 pictures taken
by Berlin photographer
Jiirgen Henkelmann
colourfully illustrate the
fascinating diversity of
Germany’s reunited
capital.
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