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The Myth1 regarding the properties of mag-

nesium: 

Magnesium is produced from sea water, brines 2 , and 

magnesium-bearing minerals. It melts at 650°C (same as 

aluminum). What is mostly well known about magnesium 

is burning of magnesium and its easy corrosion. 

Myth about combustion3 of magnesium 

This section has been included in this summary to dispel4 

some of the myths about magnesium and flammability5. In 

the following you find some facts and figures: 
1. Solid magnesium burns only at its melting point 6

 

(650°C) 
2. Burning magnesium cannot be extinguished 7 with 

water (iron chipping8 or chemical must be used) 
3. Magnesium dust can be inflammable if the proper 

precautions9 are not taken (for example, improper 
storage of chips, etc ) 

1 Märchen, Sage, Gerücht 

2 Lösungen, Sole, Lauge 

3 Verbrennung, Entzündung 

4 zerstreuen, beseitigen, abbauen 

5 Brennbarkeit (auch „combustibility”) 

6 Schmelzpunkt 

7 gelöscht werden 

8 Eisenspäne 

9 Vorsichtsmaßnahmen/Vorbeugungen 
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