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Preface and Acknowledgements

The inspiration for this book came from fieldwork in Mumbai over 20 years ago.
There I met Mrs Shehnaz Neville Munshi, a teacher of Zoroastrianism, who sparked
my interest in the idea of orality as a valuable research tool. Together we conducted
a number of interviews on the Zoroastrian religion with Parsis from all walks of life.
Mrs  Munshi  went  on  to  work  on  a  number  of  important  projects  and we remained
friends and colleagues until her untimely death in 2005. It had been her great desire
to work on Zoroastrianism in Iran.

I  first  went  to  Iran  in  2006,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Institute  of  Persian
Studies (BIPS), to assess the feasibility of undertaking an oral studies project with
Iranian Zoroastrians. I stayed at BIPS in Tehr n and worked with Ms M nd
Mo venat, a postgraduate student at SOAS. Her family were based in Tehr n but the
ancestral home was in the village of Zein d on the outskirts of the city of Yazd.
As a result of their generous hospitality I was able to visit the towns and villages that
would  subsequently  be  the  focus  of  my  research  and  the  subject  of  this  book.  I
returned to Iran in 2007 to begin work on the project. Permission to conduct research
was obtained from the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance through the Tehr n
Zoroastrian Anjoman with the support of its then President, Mr Allahy r
Daneshm nd.

The  majority  of  the  interviews  were  carried  out  over  a  period  of  three  years  by  a
highly respected member of the Zoroastrian community in Yazd and a teacher of
Zoroastrianism, Ms Shahn z Shahz di. Ms Shahz di was assisted by Mr Rashid
Shohrat, then a student at the University of Yazd, and by Ms Mo venat, whose role
as the London-based researcher and collaborator involved the translation of
interviews and the collection of documentary material. In effect, I had the benefit of
a  team  drawn  from  within  the  community,  people  who  spoke  Zoroastrian  Dari  as
well as Persian.

I decided to present the interviews included in this book as fully as possible, hence
their overall number is small. Those left out are no less valuable so the full, unedited
interviews in Dari and Persian have been made available online in digitised format
(https://elar.soas.ac.uk/Collection/MPI1089462). The marker: […] in the text indicates
where part of an interview has been omitted. The responsibility for any
misrepresentation that may have occurred in the translation and editing process is
mine alone.
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I have adopted a simplified version of the Persian-language system of transliteration
used by the Encyclopaedia Iranica in which diacritical marks are not used for
consonants  and  only  for  the  long  vowel  ‘a’.  The  linking  particle ezafe, used for
proper names in spoken Persian, has been omitted. It has been my intention to
maintain consistency in the spelling of names and Zoroastrian terms as much as
possible and to distinguish between Persian and Dari words.

******************

I  owe my first  debt  of  thanks  to  all  those  who gave  so  generously  of  their  time to
talk about their religion and life in Iran. I am especially grateful to Ms Shahn z
Shahz di for conducting the interviews with sensitivity and humour, and for her
dedication to this project.

The Mo venat family was instrumental in the success of fieldwork in Iran. My
thanks are due particularly to M nd  Mo venat for making our field trips so
rewarding, for her diligence in gathering books, papers and material in Iran and for
her patience in continuing to provide information throughout the time it has taken to
produce this book. I am grateful to Mr Khod r Mo venat for his willingness to
share his extensive knowledge about Zoroastrian institutions as well as the history of
the community in Tehr n. The late Mrs Mo venat, Gohar Pourbahr mi, was
extremely kind whenever I visited Iran and came with us on many of our excursions
– a quiet and reassuring presence. This book is dedicated to her.

I owe an immense debt of gratitude to Professor Philip Kreyenbroek, whose support
and encouragement enabled me to focus on the book, despite numerous challenges.
His close reading of the chapters, as they were written, as well as his scrutiny of all
the Persian texts included in the book have proved invaluable. He has also translated
into English many of the passages of Persian poetry recited by interviewees.

In the village of Narsi d, Yazd, I stayed in the family home of Dr Bahman
Mor di n, who was to become M nd na’s husband, and who took part in some of
the interviews. I learned a great deal from Mr and Mrs Mor di n and am grateful for
the warm welcome they extended to me. I am also grateful to Mr Behn m Mor di n,
cousin to Bahman, who was at university at the time and whose research on
Zoroastrian schools is included in Zoroastrian Voices, Part 2.

Zoroastrian priestly rituals have diminished in Iran over the past 40 years and many
have been adapted to suit changed circumstances. My thanks go to Mowbed
Merhab n Firouzgary for corresponding with me about the performance of priestly
ceremonies  today.  I  am  also  grateful  to  Mr  R min  Shahz di  and  his  wife,  Mrs
Parv neh Namir ni n, for their help in checking information during the final stages
of the book. My stay in Kerm n was most enjoyable thanks to the hospitality of Mr
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Houm n Farvah ri and Mrs Minu Farvah ri who, together with Mr rash Zi ‘tabari,
provided much useful information about the history of the Zoroastrian community in
that city.

The project included a number of young people in Yazd who were responsible for
transcribing the recordings from Dari into Persian. I am grateful to all of them for
their  work.  In  addition,  my  thanks  go  to  those  who  helped  with  the  translation  of
documents and interviews into English. I am especially grateful to Ms Mariam
Emamy,  former  Secretary  of  BIPS,  who  has  devoted  much  of  her  own  time  to
working on translations for me. Many delightful hours have been spent at her home
in  London.  I  also  thank  Dr  Rastin  Mehri,  Mr  Mohamed  Mirbashiri  and  Mrs
Shabnam Mirafzali. Discussions with friends and colleagues have been of great
benefit  to  me  at  various  stages  of  the  project,  in  particular,  Dr  Vesta  Sarkhosh
Curtis, Mrs Firoza Punthakey Mistree, Ms Narguess Farzad – and my niece, Ms
Clara Callís Lewis, who accompanied me on my first visit to Iran. I thank Dr Jenny
Rose for her careful reading of the final text.

I am grateful to the British Academy for providing a major grant that funded this
project and to BIPS for sponsoring travel and accommodation in Tehr n.

I would like to express my gratitude to the publisher, Harrassowitz, for the
production of this book. I am especially grateful to Mr Arif Biter for his exemplary
work in formatting this volume and to Mrs Louise Hosking for her skilled proof
reading of the book.

Thanks are due to the team at the Endangered Languages Archive (ELAR) at SOAS
for undertaking the digitisation of the interviews. I am grateful in particular to Dr
Alexandra Buhler for formatting and providing summaries of the interviews online. I
also thank the Patron’s Fund for sponsoring this part of the project. In due course, all
the interviews will be available in Persian and English thus providing an invaluable
research tool for further studies as well as a resource for the future of Zoroastrian
heritage.

It remains for me to thank my family for their forbearance while this book has been
in progress, especially my husband, Andrew Campbell-Tiech.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages true
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 100
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA27)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /DEU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (Coated FOGRA27 \(ISO 12647-2:2004\))
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




