
 



 
 
 

Introduction 
 
 

The research project entitled Humanism: Ideas, Trends, and Paradigms in 
Polish Culture (Humanizm. Idee, nurty i paradygmaty humanistyczne w kultu-
rze polskiej; hereafter: Humanism in Polish Culture) began work in 2007. 
The project involved scholars from a range of Polish academic institu-
tions supported by colleagues from abroad, was coordinated by the 
Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies “Artes Liberales” at the University 
of Warsaw, and was sponsored by the Ministry of Science and Higher 
Education. The research was completed in March 2011.  

The aim of the research was to investigate the role of humanism in 
Polish culture, where we understand humanism to be an anthropological 
idea that affirms the dignity, freedom, autonomy and rights of man, rec-
ognizing him as a being who prevails over the world of nature by means 
of his consciousness, subjectivity and creative potential, and who pro-
claims inalienable ethical values. This idea, which is the universal heri-
tage of European culture and at the same time—along with Christian-
ity—an important constitutive element of Polish culture, has shaped 
models of our full humanity without interruption, despite the various 
transformations it has undergone over the course of the six centuries of 
its existence from the 15th century until the present day: models that are 
derived from antiquity (the Greek paideia, Roman humanitas) as well as 
from the more recent Judeo-Christian era (the Bible). The humanist idea 
has shaped moral and social attitudes, but also models of culture where 
culture is interpreted as the creative work of man and the environment 
conducive to the development of this work, and as the aesthetics, rheto-
ric tradition and poetics of classicism.  

The results of our research, whose aim was to produce a compre-
hensive survey of the long-term duration or longue durée of the humanist 
tradition in Polish culture and of the historical transformations that have 
taken place within it, are represented by eleven interdisciplinary or 
cross-sectional volumes of collected research articles, as well as fourteen 
editions of primary sources, compiled and/or edited by scholars at the 
following universities: the Universities of Warsaw, Wroc�aw and 
Szczecin, the Adam Mickiewicz University of Pozna�, the Maria Curie-
Sk�odowska University (Lublin), the John Paul II Catholic University of 
Lublin, the Jagiellonian University (Kraków), Pedagogical University of 
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