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Foreword to the Second Edition 

Since the publication of the first edition of this book in 2016, many have turned to public international 

law for guidance on such diverse topics as the international and national armed conflicts in Syria, the 

plights of refugees at the borders of the European Union and worldwide, the Paris Agreement 

addressing the threat of climate change, and trade wars impairing the international economic system. 

New international conventions and declarations were introduced which should reflect these recent 

events. In addition, international as well as domestic courts rendered significant judgments influencing 

the interpretation of public international law. The objective of this second edition thus is to update the 

subject of the book and to discuss the role and importance of public international law in these 

developments.   

Once again, the book could not have been published without the important support by many people. In 

particular, my thanks go to my assistants Daniel Bötticher and Dario Buschor for their help. I would 

also like to thank Dorothea Schöll and her colleagues of DIKE Verlag AG for their professional 

support. 

 

Zurich, February 2020 

Patricia Egli 

Foreword to the First Edition 

This book is the result of research undertaken at the University of St. Gallen for courses in the area of 

Swiss constitutional law and public international law. It itends to present an accurate and reasonably 

detailed introduction to public international law for the interested English-speaking student. In a time 

when global challenges can only be effectively coped with international cooperation, the study of 

international law as a framework for such cooperation becomes more and more important. Indeed, in a 

globalized world, very few areas can be regarded as remaining purely national. However, the basic 

premise underlying this book is that public international law should not be studied as a vast collection 

of detailed rules, but is better approached by asking some questions about the basic structure of the 

system. First, there is the question of how international law is made: what are its sources? Second, 

what are the relations between public international law and national legal systems? Third, to what 

entities does public international law apply or, in other words, what are its subjects and finally, what 

does the law actually say? Regarding the last question, the most this introduction can aspire to is to 

provide a basic description of some of the various branches of international law, without much detail. 
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After all, public international law covers such diverse topics such as human rights, international trade, 

international crime and the protection of the environment, just to name a few. For those who are 

interested in the wider academic debate, references to more detailed public international law textbooks 

are included in each Chapter. 

The book could not have been published without the important support by many people. My thanks go 

to my assistants Gabriela Bürgi, Milena Holzgang, Kushini Sugathapala and Karin Suter for their help. 

I would also like to thank Jérôme Voumard and Bénon Eugster of DIKE Verlag AG for their 

encouragement and professional support. 

 

Zurich, March 2016 

Patricia Egli 
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