
Writing and Rewriting History  
in Ancient Israel and Near Eastern Cultures



2020
Harrassowitz Verlag . Wiesbaden

Writing and Rewriting  
History in Ancient Israel and Near 

Eastern Cultures
Edited by 

Isaac Kalimi 



Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek 
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen  
Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet  
über http://dnb.dnb.de abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche  
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet  
at http://dnb.dnb.de. 

For further information about our publishing program consult our 
website http://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de

© Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2020
This work, including all of its parts, is protected by copyright.
Any use beyond the limits of copyright law without the permission
of the publisher is forbidden and subject to penalty. This applies
particularly to reproductions, translations, microfilms and storage
and processing in electronic systems.
Printed on permanent/durable paper.
Printing and binding: Memminger MedienCentrum AG
Printed in Germany
ISSN 2193-4436
ISBN 978-3-447-11363-2

Cover illustration:  
Bar-Rakib and his Scribe, Relief / Basalt (ca. 730 B.C.E.)
Height x width 113 x 115 cm, Sam’al (Zincirli) / southeastern Turkey
© bpk / Vorderasiatisches Museum, SMB / Jürgen Liepe



Table of Contents

Abbreviations ............................................................................................................................... 	 IX
Illustrations .................................................................................................................................. 	 XV

Part One: Perspectives and Approaches

Isaac Kalimi
An Introduction: History and Historiography ......................................................................... 	 3
Peter Machinist
Writing and Rewriting the History of Ancient Israel: Some Preliminary Expectorations .... 	 5
Gary A. Rendsburg
The Epic Tradition in Ancient Israel – and What Happened to It? ........................................ 	 17
Wolfgang Zwickel
Perspectives on the Future of Biblical Historiography .............................................................. 	 31
Jan Retsö
How Tradition Literature is Created: A Comparative Perspective on the Pentateuch/
Hexateuch and Early Arabo-Islamic Historiography ................................................................ 	 45

Part Two: Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Sources 

Herbert Niehr
Royal Inscriptions from Samʾal and Hamath as Sources for the History of Anatolia and
Syria in the First Half of the 1st Millennium B.C. ..................................................................... 	 61
K. Lawson Younger, Jr.
Reflections on Hazael’s Empire in Light of Recent Study in the Biblical and Ancient 
Near Eastern Texts ....................................................................................................................... 	 79
Abraham Winitzer
World Literature as a Source for Israelite History: Gilgamesh in Ezekiel 16 ........................... 	 103

Part Three: Biblical History and Religion

Alexander Rofé
Allegedly Anachronistic Notes in the Books of Joshua and Samuel ........................................ 	 123
Klaas Spronk
Samuel as the Paradigm of the Judges: The Use of the Verb שׁפט in the Books of Judges and
Samuel .......................................................................................................................................... 	 129
Ruth Fidler
Writing and Rewriting the History of Israelite Religion: The Controversy regarding 
the Queen of Heaven ................................................................................................................... 	 141



VIII Table of Contents

Sebastian Grätz
The Letters in the Book of Ezra: Origin and Context .............................................................. 	 161
Yigal Levin
The Chronicler’s Rewriting of the History of Israel: Why and How? ..................................... 	 173
Manfred Oeming
Cyrus, the Great Jew? A Critical Comparison of Cyrus-Images in Judah, Babylon, and
Greece ........................................................................................................................................... 	 189

Part Four: Post-Biblical Historiography

Michael Avioz
King Solomon in Josephus’ Writings ......................................................................................... 	 211
Edward Dąbrowa
Rewritten History: First Maccabees and Josephus on Simon the Maccabee .......................... 	 223

Contributors ................................................................................................................................ 	 231
Index of Authors .......................................................................................................................... 	 235
Index of Sources ........................................................................................................................... 	 243




