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Foreword

This volume gathers together 24 monthly documents concerning expenditures of clothing and 
wool (nos. 2–25), while text no. 1 registers similar expenditures, together with precious metals, 
over two years. The format of this tablet, the writing, and some lexical peculiarities show that this 
text has to be dated no later than the first years of the mandate of the minister Arrukum (years 
40-36 before the fall of Ebla), and probably earlier. It was Arrukum who established the practice of 
drawing up monthly documents of expenditures of clothing and yearly documents of expenditures 
of metals. 

The documents nos. 2–22 include a section concerning allotments to the personnel of the Palace, 
in part settled also in small centres outside the city. Some of these people are qualified according to 
their work, others were grouped in ìr-a-núm “gang(s)”, under a chief. Some elements compel us to 
consider these gangs as the regular army whose members gathered every year in Ebla, reaching the 
city from their villages. No other major peripheral administrative centre existed in the kingdom 
apart from its capital. These people received on that occasion (in the second half of the solar year) 
clothes or wool, when (at least the gangs) passed in review. Allotments to women employed in 
menial and manufacturing works are considered in the texts nos. 9, 22, and in particular in no. 15, 
where a long section is devoted to them.

The chiefs of the “gangs” were not the “lords”, lugal-lugal, who exercised their administrative 
authority outside the city. Text 6 §§ 40–54 lists 15 of these lords (here not qualified by their title), 
active in the first years of the mandate of minister Ibbi-zikir, who received wool to make felts; they 
are: Titinu, Ikna-dar, Išrut, Iram-malik, Irik-damu, Ilguš-ti, Riti, [X], Išgi-barzu, Enna-i(l), Ibi-
šum, [X], Gaba-damu, Barza-maᵓu, Ḫazum.

Most of text no. 24 is devoted to the gifts given at court on the occasion of the marriage of 
princess Kešdut, who had to leave her city to marry a prince of Kiš three years before the fall of 
Ebla.

In text no. 25 §§ 1-5 are registered the funerary gifts for princess Tarib-damu, a priestess 
(“spouse”, dam dingir) of the god ɔ Adabal of Luban, and for people who took part in this ceremony.

The relative chronology is based on the sequence of the Annual Accounts of Deliveries of Metals 
(AAM), established in Archi, 2015b: 167-170.

The Indices have been prepared by Gabriella Spada, who also read the whole manuscript. The 
photographs are by Maurizio Necci. To both I extend my gratitude.

Rome, May 2017	 A. A.



Abbreviations

Abbreviations are according to RlA (= E. Ebeling et al., Reallexikon der Assyriologie. Berlin‒Leipzig‒New 
York 1928‒) except for the following:

ARES I	 A. Archi (ed.), Eblaite Personal Names and Semitic Name-Giving. Papers of a Symposium 
held in Rome, July 15‒17, 1985, (Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Studi I), Roma 1988.

ARES II	 A. Archi ‒ P. Piacentini ‒ F. Pomponio, I nomi di luogo dei testi di Ebla (ARET I‒IV, 
VII‒X, e altri testi editi e inediti), (Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Studi II), Roma 1993.

ARES IV	 M. Civil, The Early Dynastic Practical Vocabulary (Archaic HAR-ra A), (Archivi Reali di 
Ebla ‒ Studi IV), Roma 2008.

ARET I	 A. Archi, Testi amministrativi: assegnazioni di tessuti (Archivio L. 2769), (Archivi Reali 
di Ebla ‒ Testi I), Roma 1985.

ARET II	 D. O. Edzard, Verwaltungstexte verschiedenen Inhalts aus dem Archiv L. 2769 (Archivi 
Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi II), Roma 1981.

ARET III	 A. Archi ‒ M. G. Biga, Testi amministrativi di vario contenuto (Archivio L. 2769: 
TM.75.G:3000‒4101), (Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi III), Roma 1982.

ARET IV	 M. G. Biga ‒ L. Milano, Testi amministrativi: assegnazioni di tessuti (Archivio L. 2769), 
(Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi IV), Roma 1984.

ARET VII	 A. Archi, Testi amministrativi: registrazioni di metalli e di tessuti (Archivio L. 2769), 
(Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi VII), Roma 1988.

ARET IX	 L. Milano, Testi amministrativi: assegnazioni di prodotti alimentari (Archivio L. 2712-I), 
(Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi IX), Roma 1985.

ARET X	 A. Archi ‒ M. G. Biga, Testi amministrativi: assegnazioni di prodotti alimentari (Archivio 
L. 2712-II), (Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi X), ( forthcoming).

ARET XI	 P. Fronzaroli, Testi rituali della regalità (Archivio L. 2769), (Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi 
XI), Roma 1993.

ARET XII	 M. Lahlouh ‒ A. Catagnoti, Testi amministrativi di vario contenuto (Archivio L. 2769: 
TM.75.G.4102-6050), (Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi XII), Roma 2006.

ARET XIII	 P. Fronzaroli, Testi di cancelleria: i rapporti con le città (Archivio L. 2769), (Archivi Reali 
di Ebla ‒ Testi XIII), Roma 2003.

ARET XV	 F. Pomponio, Testi amministrativi: assegnazioni mensili di tessuti (Archivio L. 2769), 
(Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi XV, 1, 2), Roma 2008 / 2013.

ARET XVI	 A. Catagnoti ‒ P. Fronzaroli, Testi di cancelleria: il re e i funzionari, I (Archivio L. 2769), 
(Archivi Reali di Ebla ‒ Testi XVI), Roma 2010.

MEE 2	 G. Pettinato, Testi amministrativi della biblioteca L. 2769 (Materiali Epigrafici di Ebla ‒ 
2), Napoli 1980.

MEE 4	 G. Pettinato, Testi lessicali bilingui della biblioteca L. 2769 (Materiali Epigrafici di Ebla 
‒ 4), Napoli 1982.

MEE 7	 F. D’Agostino Testi amministrativi di Ebla. Archivio L. 2769 (Materiali Epigrafici di Ebla 
‒ 7), Roma 1996.

MEE 10	 P. Mander, Administrative Texts of the Archive L. 2769 (Materiali Epigrafici di Ebla ‒ 10), 
Roma 1990.

MEE 12	 H. Waetzoldt, Wirtschafts‒ und Verwaltungstexte aus Ebla. Archiv L. 2769 (Materiali 
Epigrafici di Ebla ‒ 12), Roma 2001.

AAM	 Annual Accounts of Expenditures of Metals
frgm.	 fragment, fragmentary
garm.	 garments
Ibr.	 minister Ibrium
I.Z.	 minister Ibbi-zikir
kb.	 babbar:kù
kbg.	 babbar:kù-gi
l.ed.	 left edge
LL	 Liste Lessicali



X Abbreviations

lo.ed	 lower edge
MAT	 Monthly Account of Expenditures of Textiles
mu-du	 Annual Account of Deliveries (mu-du) to the Administration 
o.	 obverse
obj.	 object(s)
r.	 reverse
VE	 Vocabolario di Ebla (= MEE 4)
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List of the documents and the find spots

Text
no.

Inv. no.
TM

Datation 
minister Wall

Locus 
2769 
Sector

1 75.G.1260 Arrukum

2 75.G.2399 Ibrium, Month I East C

3 75.G.3111 (ARET III 96) +3115+3116
+3117 (ARET III 100) +4832+4869+4880

Ibrium, Month VI

4 75.G.1879+3668 (ARET III 598) +4909(+)3489 
(ARET III 425)

Ibrium, Month [x] East C

5 75.G.3465 (ARET III 401) +10223+10266 Ibrium 14/18, Month VI

6 75.G.1770 Ibrium 14/Ibbi-zikir 2, 
Month [x]

East A

7 75.G.1731+2498 Ibbi-zikir 1/2, Month IX East B

8 75.G.2512 Ibbi-zikir 3, Month [x] East A

9 75.G.1743 Ibbi-zikir 5, Month VII East-
North

corner

10 75.G.2460 Ibbi-zikir, Month VI East-
North

corner

11 75.G.1899 Ibbi-zikir, Month VIII North C

12 75.G.1903 Ibbi-zikir, Month VII North C

13 75.G.1952+5025+5215(+)5217+5219 Ibbi-zikir, Month [x] North B

14 75.G.1960+5245 Ibbi-zikir, Month [x] North B

15 75.G.2443 Ibbi-zikir, Month VII North B

16 75.G.2273 Ibbi-zikir, Month X North A

17 75.G.2328 Ibbi-zikir, Month XI North A

18 75.G.1780 Ibbi-zikir, Month VII East A

19 75.G.2331 Ibbi-zikir, Month [x] North C

20 75.G.1950 Ibbi-zikir, Month [x] North B

21 75.G.2240 Ibbi-zikir, Month V North A

22 75.G.10052 Ibbi-zikir, Month VIII

23 75.G.10129+3759 (ARET III 685) 
+3792 (ARET III 714) +5211+16486+16531

Ibbi-zikir, Month [x]

24 75.G.2327+4203 Ibbi-zikir, Month [x] North A

25 75.G.2334 Ibbi-zikir, Month V North A
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TEXTS AND COMMENTARIES





1  
(Plates I–II)

(1)
o.	 I.	 1.	 [1 l]i-im 3 mi-at 80 sal-tú[g]
			   5 mi-at túg-ni!.ni
		  3.	 3 mi-at 63 gu-dùl-túg
			   1 mi-at túg en

(2)
		  5.	 23 pad!(sur)-túg
			   46 gu-zi-túg
	 II.	 1.	 ù túg-gùn
			   70 zara6-túg
		  3.	 31 túg-túg dam-dam en
			   mu-du

(3)
		  5.	 1 li-im 7 mi-at 40 íb-kak gùn
	 III.	 1.	 guruš-guruš

(4)
			   2 mi-at íb-kak-X àga-ús

(5)
		  3.	 26 íb-kak ú-ḫáb
			   14 íb-kak gùn
		  5.	 10 bar-du
			   30 bar-si-gúm en

(6)
	 IV.	 1.	 10 ma-na kù-gi
			   6 mi-at ma-na babbar:kù
		  3.	 11 giš-šilig kù-gi ù babbar:kù
			   1 kun kù-gi
		  5.	 5 gír mar-tu
	 V.	 1.	 kù-g[i] en

(7)
			   7 gír mar-tu kù-gi ù babbar:kù
		  3.	 2 ma-na ša-pi babbar:kù
			   15 gíd-gíd
		  5.	 1 surx-bar.an
	 VI.	 1.	 15 s˹urx˺-gud-gud

(8)
			   šu-nígin 2 li-im 5 mi-at 13!a) túg
		  3.	 1 li-im 9 mi-at 80 íb-kak gùn

(9)
			   5[+x] 1/2 ˹x˺  kù-g[i]
	 VII.	 1.	 4 mi-at 50 ma-na babbar:kù
			   20 nu11-za íb-lá babbar:kù
		  3.	 16 giš-šilig kù-gi
			   [      ] kù-gi ù
	 VIII.	 1.	 babbar:kù
			   ˹8˺? giš-šilig
		  3.	 4 mi-at gír mar-tu
			   4˹0˺+5 túg-ni.ni sag
		  5.	 en

(10)
			   32 zara6-túg
r.	I .	 1.	 ma-l[ik]-tu[m]

(11)
			   26 túg-ni.ni ù zara6-túg
		  3.	 55 gu-zi-túg sag
			   20 [gu]-dùl-túg gùn
		  5.	 50 gu-zi-túg
	II .	 1.	 40[+5] zara6-túg sag
			   25 aktum-túg
		  3.	 1 mi-at zara6-túg guruš-guruš

(1)	 Clothes (1380; 500; 363; 100): of the king.
(2)	 Clothes (23; 46; 70; 31): of the king’s women. Delivery.
(3)	 1740 multicoloured kilts: of the workers.
(4)	 200 kilts: of the gendarmes.
(5)	 Clothes (26; 14; 10; 30): of the king.
(6)	 10 minas (4,70 kg.) of gold, 600 minas (282 kg.) of silver; 11 war axes of gold and silver, 1 tail of gold, 5 m. 

daggers (decorated with) gold: of the king.
(7)	 7 m. daggers (decorated with) gold and silver; 2;40 minas (1,25 kg.) of silver; 15 shafts (of carts); 1 team of 

mules, 15 teams of oxen.
(8)	 Grand total: 2513 clothes, 1980 kilts.
(9)	 5;30[+x] minas (2,58+x kg.) of gold, 450 minas (211,50 kg.) of silver; 20 leaves (for decorating) belts of 

silver, 16 war axes of gold, [...] of gold and silver, 8? war axes, 400 m. daggers; 45 t. clothes of excellent 
quality: of the king.

(10)	32 z. clothes: of the queen.
(11)	Clothes (26; 55; 20; 50; 45?; 25; 100): of the workers.
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(12)
			   4 mi-at 50 gu-zi-túg
		  5.	 8 mi-at 50 sal-túg
	III .	 1.	 7 mi-at 15 túg-ni!.ni
			   47 gu-dùl-túg
		  3.	 1 li-im 3 mi-at 85 íb-kak gùn
			   guruš-guruš

(13)
		  5.	 30 íb-kak gùn
	 IV.	 1.	 ù íb-kak ú-ḫáb
			   en

(14)
		  3.	 90 íb-kak gùn àga-ús

(15)
			   1 kun kù-gi
		  5.	 1 li-im 10 giš-kak-gíd
			   31 surx-bar.an
	 V.	 1.	 22 gud
			   10 niga:gud

(16)
		  3.	 2 li-im 4 mi-at 60 túg-túg

(17)
			   1 li-im túg-túg
		  5.	 6 mi-at íb-kak gùn
			   40 íb-kak-X
	 VI.	 1.	 4 gír mar-tu kù-gi
			   1 gír mar-tu guruš-guruš
		  3.	 20 giš-šilig
			   2 ˹mi˺- a˹t˺ 40 ma-na babbar:kù
		  5.	 mu-du I-gi

(18)
			   giš-[kak?-]gíd-du
		  7.	 en

(19)
			   3 mi-at 65 túg-túg
	 VII.	 1.	 ˹2˺ mi-at ˹íb˺-kak g[ùn]
			   2 [          ]
		  3.	 2[+x? giš-š]ilig kù-gi
			   [1?] šè?.gud?.me kù-gi
		  5.	 1 ˹ir˺-ne kù-g[i]
			   1 m[a]-na babbar:[k]ù
		  7.	 [giš.d]ug.du (?)
			   [          ] ˹x˺

(20)
	 VIII.	 1.	 4[+x] mi-at 64 túg-túg
			   2 mi-at 80 íb-kak gùn
		  3.	 2 mi-at 6 gír mar-tu
			   90 giš-šilig
		  5.	 3? LAK-347? kù-gi
l.e.		 1.	 2 za-ḫa-da kù-gi
			   2 ma-na kù-gi
		  3.	 ˹30˺ ma-na babbar:kù
			   en-da-zi

(21)
		  5.	 2 mi-at íb-kak gùn
			   1 nigin kù-gi 1 ma-na
		  7.	 50 ma-na [babbar]:kù
lo.e.	 1.	 [      ] t˹úg˺  [      ] ˹x˺
			   [            ]

(22)
		  3.	 30 íb-kak gùn
			   ˹En˺ -na-da-mu

a) 1 unity (just the head of a vertical!) has been added 
wrongly!

(12)	Clothes (450; 850; 715; 47; 1385 kilts): of the workers.
(13)	30 multicoloured and reddish-brown kilts: of the king.
(14)	90 multicoloured kilts: of the gendarmes.
(15)	1 tail of gold; 1010 spear-heads; 31 teams of mules; 22 oxen, 10 fattened oxen.
(16)	<Grand total:> 2460 clothes.
(17)	1000 clothes; 600 multicoloured kilts, 40 kilts ...; 4 m. daggers (decorated with) gold, 1 m. dagger: of the 

workers, 20 war axes; 240 minas (112,80 kg.) of silver: delivery of Igi.
(18)	Spearheads: of the king.
(19)	365 clothes, 200 multicoloured kilts; 2 [...]; 2? war axes of gold, [1] š. of gold, 1 i. of gold; 1 mina (470 gr.) of 

silver: [...].
(20)	464[+x] clothes, 280 kilts; 206 m. daggers, 90 war axes, 3 X of gold, 2 battle axes of gold; 2 minas (940 gr.) 

of gold, 30 minas (14.10 kg.) of silver: (delivery) of endazi.
(21)	200 multicoloured kilts; 1 n. pot of gold of 1 mina (470 gr.); 50 minas (23.50 kg.) of silver; clothes [... 

(delivery) of PN].
(22)	30 multicoloured kilts: (delivery) of Enna-damu.




