Journey through

BAVARIA

Bavaria, the largest federal state in
Germany, boasts a scenic diversity
comparable to none other; from the
peaks of the Bavarian Alps to the
windswept elevations of the Rhén
and Bayerischer Wald stretch the
foothills of the Alps, traversed by
the meandering rivers of the Isar
and Danube and punctuated by the
glimmering waters of crystal-clear
A mountain lakes. Fine vintages are
'K ‘ cultivated in the Main Valley, with
T - ___ Kb Germany's most concentrated
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out amongst the bizarre dolomite
cliffs and magical dripstone caves of
Franconian Switzerland. Numerous
castles, palaces, churches and
monasteries bear witness to the
region’s rich and turbulent history.
Munich, the provincial capital, is
not only famous the world over for
its Oktoberfest and Hofbriuhaus
but also a humming international
centre of the arts.

The cities and countryside, lakes
and mountains of Bavaria are
portrayed here in over 200 photos.
Lofty peaks and lush valleys,
traditional festivals in major towns
and tiny villages, magnificent
buildings and historic sites make
Bavaria a must on any German
itinerary.
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Right pog e:

The ol dest parish diurch
i fowen is o ffectionat ely
knownas "Vid Peer™ and
hod i becompletely
rebuill blowing heawy
bombing during the
Sacond World War. From
tha spire you have fantastic
i'-i WS oul over the o ¥
with f1e towm hall ang
Frauenkirche.

Munich"s Karlsplatz was
laid outin 3791 after the
city defences were B
down by Kard Theodor,
after whom the sguare is
named, The dectorwas
ot particulardy popular
with kis citirens, hence the
local name Stochus, still
used roday,

Munich's Hoforauhaus

i5 famous not Just for 85
beer but also for Bs
oompaf band's and guisy
W FEsEes F"-il;i 5l 5‘.‘}' rhe
city's (if nat Germany "s)
best-known pub, it's
guaranteed to pull the
Crowd's and i s often Rl io
bursting, sealing z.500 af
peak capaciry
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Left page:
The margu ees seem o get
bigger and more comfort
abrle ench year, wilh long
row's 0f tables and benches
segtingan enthusiastic
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Botiom lefi:

Rottach-Egern enjoys a

Below:

The Tagernsee enfjoysa
Cenire [eft marnvellous selting af the

splendet seging inthe
Typical prmhouse in pointwhere the Roinch Alpine pothills, just
Topleft Thechurch is reversd as Bayrischral - Geitou. and WaiSach rivers flon t0 kilometres (30 miles,
On 5tLeanard’™s Day the oldest shrin e devol ed Balconies run along e into the Tey ernsee. The from Munich. Famous spas
worshippers set off for ta 5t Leonard in Bavaria. front focade, cheefully steepl e of the parish and bathing resorts line
ghurrch in Krewth in the Theradition of the Laon adorn e with window churdh of St [agrentius

its shares, amang tham
Rottach-Egern fight}and
Baod Wieszee (lef).

Tegernses Valley in a hardiriz probably also has  bowes of glorious summer

dominates this ausimn
horse-drawn cariage. jrs arigins here. pelargoniums and paunias.
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KING Lupwia |
AND HIS FAIRYTALE CASTLES

Fursumemmknm as The Dream King, it's
appropriate that his castles look like some-

thing out of a fairy tale. In our prosaic, modern
world, Ludwig 11 and Neuschwanstein, Linder-

hof and Herrenchiemsee still hold all the magic
of a l'l'l.'g_'une aga, drawmir millions of tourists
each year from all over the glr..ije to Upper
Bavaria.

King Ludwig I1 of Bavaria, son of Crown Prince
Maximilian of Bavaria and Prussian princess
Marie Friedericke, was born in 1845, Following
the E'-.l!'l':.l' death of his father, to his absolute dis-

gu_ld Ludwl; Was made head of FL"-'E'TI'I.H‘].H‘H at
the tender age of 18. Despite his revulsion, he
made an Eﬂ-::rr"' to be successful. His endeavours
were recognised in 1883, three years before his
mysterious death. l:-}' none other than the Priis-
slan ]mppria] Chancellor Bismarck, who con-
ceded that the king ruled “better than all his
ministers™ High praise indeed - with an ironic
TWIsSE. F'TL[EEI..].-E hF'E_'FmL_.I[".'I.l' Tl'l'.‘l.]'lll'ﬁ .':I.]'ll:l: Its TwWo
wars were something the sensitive [udw'ig
ﬁhﬁﬂ!utl? " d.l.:"r‘l"qtl?-d Hi I.".']".I"Ldl?d I.'I.i"i 'I'.I'I.]‘EE]\"ITEE""T
to his dear friend Richard Wagner, dreadi ing
he would become “a puppet king without any
power . Things in fact turned out worse than
he feared; at the order of Germany's princes,
Ludwig had to offer the imperial crown to his
person al advers ary, the L‘mg of Prussia

lthEl’- CTASS T'E'-.i]i.!'EF"E W ld. ]T'[t'.lhjbl.}l' hﬁ".'l? l|'|"|"-l"‘-'l'|.
the end of Ludwig if he hadn't found escape in
another, fairy-tale world where he could be king
as he saw fit. The Bavarian monarch was a great
admirer of the French Sun King Louis XIV. Yet
in his desire to honour their shared name he
sadly failed to acknowledge that in the one-and

a-half centuries which separated him from
the French regent, much had changed. The rest
is history. In an attempt to make his wildest
dreams come true - that of a poetic existence
a la Lohengrin, Tristan and Tannhauser - he
soon found himself in dire financial straits. He
grossly underestimated the capacities of the
royal coffers, which for a Bavarian king of the
bourgeois 19* century were far more modest
that those of the absolutist French sovereign.
Ludwig's castles swallowed up more funds than
he could afford. Accused of bringing the country
to ruin, he was deemed an incurablea madman
and certified. On 13 June 1886, the ill-fated
ruler and his psychiatrist were found drowned
in the Starnberger See.

68

The king's bequest
Ludwig's bequest to us are his castles. Ruinad
Hohenschwangau, for example, was initially only
to be turmned into a humble baronial abode. The
original plans were soon abandoned, however,
in favour of Jesigﬂa‘ for a romantic four-store ¥
edifice on a monumental scale. In his mind’s
eye was a Bavarian version of the palace at the
gigantic Wartburg in Eisenach. The king even
travelled incognito to Thuringia to see the
castle for himself and gain inspiration. Yet time
was not on his side. When he died. cmi_*,- part
of his dream home of Neuschwanstein was
finished The rest was completed posthumously
in accordance with his wishes and ideas.
In comparison with this fantastic construction
set against its bizarre A]i:-::nF b.:ii:lr.d:r-:up, Schloss
]..Il'ldl?"l"hl:]f e IS FIT]"'PII.'!F]F 'Ll]'h"l:S-SL'I!'.I'l!:'lE E'Ell'i
private. And the park, too, with its contrived
Venus Grotto, Moroccan House and Oriental
p."l"i"]l'l.'.'.l]."a_ Emhﬂg] SES MOTe 4 FF‘TFI.'ITI 3; 'E'.ITF"I'!'.'{'LL'
pation of the king with foreign myths and
cultures rather than 5-:}11':9’:[':1':15 puh]lr Uince
|hF T['.I'.'I'['.I.].]"fi'.l h.ﬂd E]I:!F'EI :]T['I:I'LIE]T thl? F.'I]ﬁl'l?'
gates in his golden Rococo sledge he was alone,
with only his staff to bother him. Linderhof
was incidentally the only one of his building
prn]a’ti he saw ¢ L‘I'[!I'l.].'llFtFl‘,I.
His third castle, Schloss Herrenchiemsee on
Chiemsee lake, was to be a “new Versailles”. In
1878 the foundations were laid for a huge build-
ing whose main facade actually trumped that of
the prototype. The king, who usually only came
to his island palace at night, attached great
importance to detail, insisting that the furnish-
ings be copied from the French originals. While
Paul Verlaine celebrated the regent as the “last
true king of this century”, others angrily called
him a mad squanderer. Ludwig, in his own words,
claimed to be neither, professing to “remain an
eternal puzzle”

Lef:

The bestwews of Schioss
Neuschwan st@nare had
from the Marenbricke,
daringly suspended over
the steep Polatschiuchi

gorge.

Above:

King Ludwig |l had
Richard Wagner's opera
"Lohengrin™ in his mind’s
&y e when he hod Ney
sChwan stein ereclfed on the
ruins of Vord erschwangai.

Top right: Centre ight:

Ihe Hall of Mirrors, the  King Luowig I, shordly after

King's Bedchamberand  his ascension to the throne

e incedibly eloborate in 1864, Hi's architeciural
mamn skircaseare the most  profects proved foo adven

popular rooms af S5chioss furows for his advisors,

Herrenchiemsee, designed  leoding I'o his certif cation

by lulusHofmann. and subseguent deposition

im 1886,

Righi:

e Oriental Povilion s
oneofthe many folles
smitered abowt the park af
Schioss Linde hof. nitially
created for the Workd

Exhibition in Fanisin 1850,
e pavilion en@psulales
thecolour and form of the

Argbic world, with the
fantastic Peacock Throne
a5 ils cenfrepiece.
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A bopa:

Worzburg s first bridge
overthe Main was erecled
in the 12 century. The
wirent ver sion was bl
barween 173 and 1543
and reconsiucted after
the >econd World War. The
sone edificeis resenved
jor pedestrrans only and
guarded by eleven soints
and the Frankish King
Pippin, fatherof tmperor
Charlemagne.

Right:

After marvelling Fre many
ariistic and architectural
exRibits at Marienberg
Fortress in Warzburg a bite
o st under shody frees is
an absolute must.

Above:

The Nikolausberg in

Wor burg frstbeamea
place af pilgnmage ounng
the Thirty Yeors'War

As s humble chapd was
soan unable b @pe wilth
the onslaught of wsitors,
between 1748 and 1752
Balthasar Neumann
ereded the present
church, known as the
Kdppe e or “Sxle chapal®

[q‘l’.l

Wirzburg's locol londmark
is Festung Manenberg
Oncethe centre of epis
capal power, it now

hodi 585 W0 ML Seums
The highlight of the Main
fankisches Museamare
the many scul plures by
Timan Riem enschn eider;
ihe Rirstenbau Museum
charts ife historyof
Worsburg and describes
the [ifeandtimes of he
prince-bishops.




Below:
The Basiiam of the Holy

Trinityin GOfwein stein is
jurst ome of the architactural
mastarpieces Bakhasar
Neaimann has bequeathed

.-

fo Franconia. Gofaein-
stein Castle in the back-
ground alegedly provided
Wagnarwitha model for
his Castie of fre Holy Grail
in Parsifal.

Tep right:

Tochersfeld is the perfect
embodimentofthe
romanscism of Franconian
Switrerland. The btde
villog e srwggles up to the

jagged dolomite pracipices
which overhang it. Two
casHes ond & guardsd

the passage through the
valley.

Centre right:

With its shesr drop down

to the River Main, the

5o fel barg was the ideal

ploce b establish a Caltic
appidum. Farbelow itin

the water m sadows Tes e
Grtle town of Staffelstain

where in 1 o2 mathemad
cal genius Adam Riese first
saw the ightaf day.

Bomom right:

in 1985 the judemhofalthe
fpatof Tachersfeld's win
fowers af rock wo s furn &g
inte a musewm d valad o
Francanian Switrariand.

The buildings jeractad
reB-1762) renlaced the
kower defences ofthe
fown's mstie and housed
the Jewish community
ungl 1872
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Below:

With one house glued o
anather and a tiny alleyway
the solepassage barween
them, Kramgasze in fhe
old partaf Reg ensbhirg

llustrares just how Orde
space mere was within the
ronfines afthe lown walls
during the Middie Ages.

Abowe:

Oneof the mostimpressive
dy na stic towersin Kegens
burg is the Hou's zim
Golath. With partofthe
fundations daing back

b the Roman period, the

Right:

View thraugh the pillars of
the Walhalle manemeant
ouf aooss the Danube
plaf eau. Theneo-breek
femple jurting out om the
hor ron was bulinear
Donausiuf by Lag von

narth focade boasis a huge
likeness of Dawvid and
Gollath, paintedin 1573

by the then mast popular
fresco arfistin southem

b ermany, Machior Bocks
berger

Klenre, courtarchitect to
King Ludwig I. It houses
fhe busts of famours
Germans, with a strongly
male predaminance; just
siv women faoture in his
Teutonic hall of fume.
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Right:
The Alte Lind'e b eer garden
inRegensburg isan
aimospheric ploceto pay
homage to King Gambri
nus, who is said B have
imvented the art of brewing
andistaday the patron
saintof brewers.
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View of the old town of

I'r;1 m r"'l; B kgrem

manned by a Baovi

cohort. Their name was in




