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State assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh

The election results

Alka
Pallavi

Alka

Pallavi

Alka

Pallavi

Pallavi, have you seen today’s newspaper?

No, I haven’t, our paper was missing this morning. God
knows what happened to the wretched paperboy. What news
of the election in UP?

The news is sensational. The daily, Jansatta, carried the
headline: ‘Storm in Uttar Pradesh, thundering victory for
BSP’.

Wow, Mayavati’s Bahujan Samaj Party has won then!
That’s very good. The preliminary statistics they showed on
TV yesterday also showed a tendency in this direction.

Vote counting was in progress until last night, but the results
have been declared now. Mayavati will now be called to take
the oath of office as Chief Minister.

So which party will the Bahujan Samaj Party coalesce with
to form the state government?
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Alka That’s just the remarkable thing. BSP has won an absolute
majority, so the electoral mandate is solely in its hands.

Pallavi That means the BSP has reached a position in which it can
form a government on its mettle alone! Nobody had even
thought that this could happen. This means it wasn’t just the
Dalits and Muslims who supported Mayavati, though she’s
been fighting for Dalit rights all along.

Alka Yes, she won the votes of people belonging to all religions
and castes. This is a truly historic victory. All the newspa-
pers are praising her electoral campaign strategy.

Pallavi This election goes to prove that the common people in our
country have unshakeable faith in democracy.

Alka This result might even lead the country’s politics in a new
direction.
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A terrorist attack

Bomb explosions on trains

Anja
Alka

Pallavi
Alka

Pallavi
Anja

Pallavi

Did you hear the news about the explosions in Bombay?
Yes, I just saw the news on televison. What a terrible thing
to happen!

Why, what happened in Bombay?

What, haven’t you heard? Terrorists attacked the city’s local
trains.

When did this happen?

This evening at about six, during rush hour, when people
were returning home from their offices.

Oh God! The commuter trains in Bombay are jam-packed at
that time!
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Alka

Anja
Pallavi

Anja

Alka

Anja

Pallavi
Alka

Pallavi
Anja

Alka

Pallavi

That was precisely the attackers’™ intention, to kill as many
people as possible. Within the space of a few minutes, there
were seven bomb blasts, one after the other, on six trains.
According to the news reports, 200 people have been killed
and over 700 injured in this series of blasts.

Has anything come to light about who the bombers were?
Were these suicide attacks?

None of the extremist groups has claimed responsibility for
the incident so far. It is on them that suspicion has fallen,
though.

The union Home Minister said that some clues have been
found and a full-scale investigation is being conducted. But
it is too early to say who was behind the attack.

The police in Bombay have assured people that they will
find the culprits very soon. Security measures in the city
have been tightened considerably.

This terrifying incident must have devastated Mumbai.

Not just Bombay, the whole country is shaken. Shortly after
the explosions, the Prime Minister addressed the nation on
TV and radio.

What did he say?

Just that the government is fighting with all its might against
the extremists, but every citizen will also have to be vigilant.
The danger of terrorism has indeed intensified in the coun-
try. The bomb blasts that went off in Delhi, Benares and
Bangalore recently were also in crowded places. These are
tactics to create fear among ordinary people.

Yes, in these circumstances it is necessary to stay alert with-
out being scared.
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ETaAl

Glossary

12 .1 I TR § Fre=ae g : gt it

12.1 State assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh: the election results

I 93T /46T /3.9. m Uttar Pradesh,
a state in North India
e/ the Legislative Assembly
A m  an election
AN AT m - an election result
3799 m  a newspaper
ee absent/gone, lost
@A wretched
AR m - a paperboy
T f the news
TEIIT  sensational
& daily
Sa - a Hindi daily newspaper
g7t/ a headline
THM m  a storm
T m a thunderbolt, lightning
FE T UTET /9T f a national
political party formed
chiefly to represent Dalits
SAAT to win
#AfHsTm  an estimate, figure, statistics
%M m  atendency, an inclination
d1 m avote
AT/ counting
SN progressing, continuing
EIOT £ an announcement
T&ET m - chief minister
299 oath
39 &1 to take an oath
g1 to call, to summon, to send for
T W f the state government
g m  a (political) party, a group
322 unfailing, inexhaustible
e m - faith, belief

TeAE /HeeE m - an alliance

TF@NT  astonishing, wonderful

gui  whole, full

g/ a majority

qui Sg"A / an absolute majority

ZRW &I to acquire, to get

Tt m  power, authority (political or
administrative)

g m strength, vigour, mettle

Refe £ 1. a position 2. a situation

T m support

ge  trampled, oppressed

gl m  Dalit. Self-designation for a
group of people traditionally
regarded as low-caste or
untouchables

HAHHE m - a Muslim

T/ politics

FATm  aleader, a politician

e m areligion

FM f a caste

ae m avote

S f avictory, a win

Ui historic

TAFEN W m  a newspaper

TUMITT / a campaign strategy

AHI / praise

Ade™@ m  voting, to vote

AT proved, confirmed

SHAT1f the people, the populace

3 =1/ the common people

@A m  democracy

9RvIM m a result

fean f a direction
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12.2 STAHATE! SAAT: oA # [ehie

12.2 A terrorist attack: bomb explosions on trains

SAGAGI m a terrorist

AT m  an attack

ferBe m - an explosion

FeaMm  the television

TN m the news

9™ terrible

AT m an incident, an accident

el ¢/ a local/commuter train

92/ a crowd

ST m an office

g TM! interjection oh God!

T 7799 & T 7 EMT to be jam-
packed

FACEN m - an attacker

3£3Tm  an intention, a purpose,

an object
gaim akilling, a murder
s m abomb

gRnl m - a loud noise, blast, explosion
P@fEr  linked, serial, sequential
A SHT to be killed
=@ wounded, injured
AW m  a murderer
T m a suicide
dreld f an event, an incident,
a disaster
e/ responsibility
TEGAT m  an extremist
T m a group, a faction
2 m  a suspicion
@S central
TewATm  the home minister
WrIm  asign, a trace, a clue

SifE f an investigation, an enquiry
M/ speed
W m  confidence, faith, hope
AT AT to assure
HTgew m a culprit, the accused
g [ security, safety
AT/ an arrangement,
a step, measures
@3 tight, tough
A% fearsome, terrifying
g1/ a happening, an incident,
an event
FIHIAT &1 to shake violently, to jolt
&7 AT to be shaken, agitated
9eIM #ATm  the prime minister
& m anation, a country
FAMA & to address
S@-gdTm power, strength, might
HGTm  a fanatic
& 7@ against
w31 to fight
IrRE m a citizen
=T fAATT to be alert/vigilant
SA&dIE m  terrorism
T m danger
W H  recently
9T 1. heavy 2. vast, crowded
3tm fear
YeT ®T to create, to produce
d@Tm  a method, a way, a tactic
| f a particular state,
circumstances
a1 to feel fear
Tqa  alert, watchful



