Bibliografische Informationen
http://d-nb.info/831126531

Contents

Preface. . . . . . . . e e e e e VIII

General Introduction . . . ... ......... ... ... ... ..... 1

Naturalism and Science —a Cosmosophic Hybrid . . ... ............. 1

Religious Scepticism and Naturalism-1Its Sources . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. 2

The Programme - Actaet Agenda . . . .. ................0..... 5

Paracelsianism — Its Message, Interpreters and Critics . . . . ... ... ... 5

Paracelsus . . . . . . . . o e e e 8

His Life: The Main Points in Chronological Order . . . .. ... .. ... .. 8

Progressive Points in Paracelsian Science and Medicine . . . . .. .. .. .. 9

JoanBaptistaVanHelmont . . . . ... .. ... .. ... ... ... ...... 10

His Life: The Main Points in Chronological Order . . . . ... ........ 10

Progressive Points in Van Helmont’s Science and Medicine . . . ... .. .. 11

Sourcesand References . . . . . . . . . ...ttt i it i I8

Supporters . . . . ... e 13
Alexander a Suchten (?1520-?1590): Reason Turns Naturalism — Magia —

toFlight . . . .. . e e 13

Petrus Severinus (1542-1602): Semina versus Elements . .. ............ 17

The Real World versus the World of Appearances . . ... .......... 17

The Circular Pattern of Seminal Activity . .. ................ 19

Epigenesis versus Preformation . . ... ................... 20

The Quest for the Specific and the Call for Analytic Chemistry . . . .. ... 21

The Influence of Severinus in Paracelsianism . . .. ... ........... 22

Paracelsian Neo-Hippocratism . . . . . e 23

Fabius Violet: A Forgotten Paracelsian . . ... ................... 27

Violet’s Paraphrasis of the Paracelsian Paragranum . . . ... ... .. ... 27

The Taskof Medicine . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ... .. ..... 28

The Four Columns of Medicine . . ...................... 28

Man as Microcosm . . . . . ... ..o e 29

Alchemy and Remedies Specificand Pure . . . . .. ... ......... 29

Salt, Sulphur, Mercury . . .. .. .. ... e 30

Water, the Universal Matrix .. ... ... ... ... ... ..o .... 30

Tartar and Digestion, Salt Volatile and Salt Fixed . . .. .......... 31

Tartar and Bile — Bile an Essential ‘Internal Soap’ . . . . . e e 32

Internal Air and the True Causeof Fever . . . ... ... ..... .. ... 32



http://d-nb.info/831126531

Contents

Uselessness of Venesection . . . . . ... ... ... .............
The Central Position of the Stomach in Disease . . . ............
Liver Disease, Dropsy, Calculus . . ... ... ... .. ... ........
GOUL . . . o e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Archeus and Lightof Nature . . . . ... .. ... ... .. ... .....
Plague . . . . . . . .. e e e
Epilepsy . . . . .« i i i e e
Spontaneous Generationand Worms . . . . ... ... ... ...,
Jaundice - Coloursand Colour Tests . . . . ... ..............
Violet in the Light of Critical Paracelsianism . . ................
Joh. Sophronius Kozak (1602-1685): The Cosmic Monarchy of Salt . . . . .. ..
Paracelsus and the Paracelsists . . . ... ... .................
The Medieval Tradition . . . ... .. ... ... ... 0. e...
Kozak’s Cosmic Salinity and the Medical System . . . . .. ..........
The Human Body Healthyand Sick . ... ...................
Kozak and Paracelsianism . . . . ... ... . ... ... . 0

Critics . . . .o o e
Paracelsus Self-Contradictory? . . . . .. . ... . . . . e
Joan Baptista Van Helmont (1579-1644): Critique of Paracelsian Cosmology . . .

The ‘Three Firsts’ . . . . . . . . o o0 i i e e e et e e

Boyle Endorsing Van Helmont’s Criticism of the Paracelsian Principles . . .

Microcosmic Symbolism Rejected: The Kabbalistic Dimension . . . . . . ..

Paracelsian Errors Concerning Disease . . . ... ... ... .........

Against Paracelsuson Stars . . . ... ... ... ... . .. . e

Paracelsus’ Inconsistencies . . .. .. .. ... . . e

Final Assessment: The ‘Cave’ of VanHelmont . . . . ... ... ... ....
Gabriel Fontanus (fl. about 1650): A Galenist Contemporary to Van Helmont . . .

The AStra . . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e

Actions in Nature and TheirCauses . . . .. .. ... .. ... ........

Diseases . . . . . .. . e e e e e e e
Thomas Fienus (1567-1631): The Power of Imagination . . . ... .........

Humoralist Pricking of the ParacelsianBubble . . . .. ... .........

Moderators . . . ... ... .. ..
Tomaso Campanella (1568-1636): Paracelsianism and the Principles Proper

to Guide the Naturalist . . ... ... .. ... ... .. . ...
Daniel Sennert (1572-1637) and His Reputed Influence . . . ... ... ... ...

Sennertian Points Akin to Paracelsian Doctrine . . . . . ... .........

Dissentient Trends . . . . . . . .. .. ... i e
Hermann Conring’s (1606-1681) Qualified Censure . . . ... ...........
Francis Glisson (1597-1677): Tempered Congeniality with

Paracelso-Helmontianism . . . ... ... ....................

A%!

33
33
33
33
34
34
35
35
35
36
37
37
40
42
46
50



Contents Vil

Controversial Paracelsian Doctrines — Sources and Protoscientific

Significance . . . ... .. ... 97
ThelnnerMan . . . . . .. .. . . i e 97
Paracelsus . . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e 98
Oswald Croll (1560-1609) . . . . . . . . . .. .. . i, 99
Joan Baptista Van Helmont (1579-1644) . . . . . ... .. ... ...... 100
Valentin Weigel (1533-1588) . ... .. ... .. . . .. 102
Inner Man in the Hunt for Knowledge . . . ... ... ........... 102
Sebastian Franck (1499-1542) . . . . . .. ... ... . ... . o 102
Images and the Languageof Nature . . . ... ... ... .............. 103
Monoculus mysticus . . . . . . . . . . i e e e e 105
The Numen - God’s Nod of Will and Command —in Medicine . . . . . ... ... 108
The Numinous Word . . . . . . . . . ... . e 110
The Numinous Sulphur . . . ... ... ... . ... .. ... .. ... .. 113
In Praise of Woman - The Paracelso-Helmontian Decus virginum . . . ... . .. 115
The Stomach’s Central Authority . . . . . ... ... ... . ... ... .. 118
AnNcient SOUMCES . . . . v o i i i e e e e e e e e 118
The Stomach asthe Vital Centre . . . ... ... ... ............. 121
The Stomach Itself Modestly Refusing Unjust Claims . . .. ...... ... 124
Rejection of the Stomach as the Seat of the Soul . . .. ... ... ...... 127

The Stomach in the Fable: Ruler or Primus inter pares, Consensus of
theParts . . . . . .. . e 128
The Vital Principle — Decentralization (Innate - Influent) . . . ... ... ..... 129
The SmilingSpleen . . . . . . . . . . .. . e 134
J.B.Van Helmont’s ‘New Rise of Phylosophy and Medicine . ... ... .. 136
Paracelsianism - Aftermath in Storm and Stress . . . ... ...... 143
Boyle, Leibniz and the Paracelsian Heritage . . . . . . .. .. ... .. ....... 148
Robert Boyle (1627-1691) . . . . . . . . . . i it e i 148
Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibniz (1646~1716) . . . . . . ... ... ... .... 154
Epilogue . . ... ... . ... 156
Explanatory Notes . . . . .. . . . . . i it e 162

GeneralIndex . . . . . .. . .. .. .. ... 203



