Contents

ACKNOWIEAZEMENTS....cuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i e 9

ADDIeviations ....cc.uiiiiiiiiiiiice et e ena e 11

INEFOAUCTION. ettt e e et e ee e e sanees 15

The State of SCholarship........c.oeevuiieieiiiiieiiiiiiiee e 19

Research 0n BOStON ........uuiiiiiiiieiiiiieieeiiieeeiieeeeeiieeeernaeeeerreneeeesees 19
Research on the Doctrine of Assurance in the Sixteenth and

Seventeenth CENLUTIES ..........uvuueeeeeereriirniieeeeerrrrerereeeeeerernenneeeens 20

Research on The Marrow of Modern Divinity ..........cccccocvveeevvvuceennns 26

Research on the Marrow Controversy and Federal Theology............. 27

Research Questions and Organisation .............cccoevevvieininiiinninccennnnn. 30

Chapter 1: Thomas Boston's Context and Controversies ..........c...eeeveneee. 33

The Birth and the Early Years of Boston (1676-92) .........ccccceevvuveeeennnee 34

The University Education of Boston (1692-95)..........ccccevvuiuiiciernnacnnnne 36

The Dutch-Scottish Connection............cccceeeeeriiiiiiiieeeeeerereeieiieeennn 36

The Rise of Cartesianism .........ccceeeerveriieniieeeeeereeriieeeeeeeeeesesnneneeens 37

The University System and Curricula at Edinburgh.........c.....c......... 39

The Theological Climate at Edinburgh ...........cccccoeoniiiivnniininnnnnn. 41

Boston’s Study at Edinburgh ... 43

The Ministry of Boston (1695-1712) ...c.ccccomeeeeiireinnnniirieeeeeeeneineeees 46

Leading to SIMPrin.........ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieccciecc e 46

Struggles with Assurance ...........ccccoeeveiiiiiiieieniniiiiiiiiennnieenns 48

The Marrow of Modern Divinity .........ccccceeieieiiinnniieeiieiiiiiiienneeens 49

The Early Years at EtricK.......ccoeeiiiiiiiriiiiniiiiiiieeeeeeecieceee e 51

The Controversies of Boston at Ettrick (1712-29) ....c.cvvvveeeireriineinnnnnnnn. 55

The Rise of Covenant Theology ........ccccevveviimiiriiiiiiiiiiiceniniiccnnnnns 56

The Abjuration Oath Controversy ..........cccocccuiiviiiiiiiiiiiinniiieenns 58

The Simson, Auchterarder, and Marrow Controversies..................... 62

ATMINIANISIN L.uiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiie e st eeteesrieesaieessaeertaeessseessneessaeesnaesees 66

ANtinOMIANISIN ..vuuiiiiiiiiiriicarieeirieeeraereieerrierrnaesssestnaaenaeennsens 70

NEONOMUIANISIN ..iivrieiiiiireieiiieereriiaeeerrreneerrasneeressneseernseeessannsees 75

The Last Years of Boston at Ettrick (1729-32)....ccccevvvvirvieiirrereeeeennnnnnnnn. 77

(070):Te 1113 1o o WO USSP 79

Bibliografische Informationen

https:

d-nb.info/1275277942 digitalisiert durch


https://d-nb.info/1275277942

6 | Contents

Chapter 2: The Marrow of Thomas Boston’s Theology ............c.ceeeeeeeennne. 81
The Background of The Marrow of Modern Divinity ...........ccccceeeeenveen. 82
The Theology of the Marrow and Boston’s Notes...........ccceevveeerrreernnneen. 86

The Law of WOIKS .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieec e eeeee e 87
The Law of Faith .........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 92
The Promise Made to Christ, Adam, and Abraham..................... 92

The Covenant and the Mosaic Dispensation ............cc.cccceeeueeeneee 94
Legalism and Antinomianism...........c.cccceeerrnererernneeeeennnnnneeenn. 99

Faith and ASSUrance.........cccccceevvueereceeeriureenniieeceeeeneeeesseeeeenee 103

The Law of CRIiSt .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiriiieiiriiieeeeneireeeeeniieeeeeeirreeeeanes 108
The Heart’s HApPINess ..........ceerriueeeririuiieeneiieeeeeenieeeeesnnereeasnnes 113
The Theology of the Marrow and Boston ............cccceevueeecueecneeraneennne 113
ConCUSION .....eeviiiiiiiiiceiiccceee ettt et e e 118

Chapter 3: The Trinitarian, Covenantal, and Christological

DImMeNSIONS Of ASSUIANCE.......oiiiiiirieeiieeeeieeeeeieiieeeeeeeeteenerreesereesreererenenns 121
The Covenant of Redemption...........ccccueeereiiireeeennneierenineeerensnneenennns 121
The Covenant of WOTKS .............vvvvvvveriiriiiiiiriiienseneeeseeeeeeeeseeenns 130
The Covenant Of GIacCe..........c.evvvvevrerrerreenrereerisnsenreninnrenrnnnnennes 135
Union With CRIISt ......oovvvieeiiiiiiiicie et eeeeeaees 145
The Marrow Controversy and ASSUIance ...........ccooeuveeeeninuiierinsneeeennnnne 155
CONCIUSION ...eiviiiieiieieriee e e e rerrtre s e e e eevaanseeseeaannsnnnnseseennes 161

Chapter 4: The Soteriological Dimension of Assurance..............c.c..ceee..... 163
ELECHON. ...uvieiiiieieiieee ettt eerreee e eeeer et eeeeeeeesaraateeeeessesanannnnes 163
Effectual Calling, Regeneration, COnversion ..........ccceceueeetreuveeeenannnee. 171
3 V11 W USROS 177
Repentance..........cuuuuieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et 181
JUSHEICAtION ..uuiiiiiieiiiieiiiie ettt eeeee e eeert e e eesaeeesstneeerannesssnnnns 185
AdOPHION ....cuviiiiiiiiiiiiiieciiiite ettt 189
RE Va8 1 o1 (o) s WOUUUU USSR 192
PerSEVEIANCE ... ..ceiiuiiiiiieieiiieeeetieeeetieeraetaeeetneesertnseaeennsseesensnsnennns 199
(€700 g1 i er: Vi 1) OO UPPRUURPPUPON: 202
Marks of SAlvation ............cueeieriiieeiiiiieeeeiieereiiieeeerieeeeevieeeeraeeeseaea s 205
BOStON's O7d0o SAIULIS ......covvveeeeeeeeeiiiieeeeeeeeererreeeeeeeeerrreeeeeeeeenasnnnnnns 209
CONCIUSION ...uvuiiiiieeiiieeeeiteeeeitieeeetieeeettieeesstaeeesaneeestseesssnnaaasssnnns 212

Chapter 5: The Ecclesiastical and Sacramental Dimensions of
ASSUIANCE ...cuiveiviiieee et eeieeeete ettt eteeaestesatesnnrenertasteenessnestessnsennsrnessnsans 215
The Nature of the Church ........coouuviviviiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 215



Contents

The Nature of the Sacraments..........cccceveveiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiinne. 223
The Sacraments as Signs, Seals, and Assurance of Union
and Communion with Christ........ccoeoviiiiiiiiiiiiniini, 226
BaptiSIm......ccivuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e 231
The Right to Infant Baptism..........cccccccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 233
The Sealing in BaptiSm.........ccoceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccie e, 238
The Necessity, Form, and Benefits of Baptism ........c..cccccceevniiineennnns 241
The Lord’s SUPPET .......euvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiniin e 244
The Signifying Elements and Actions of the Lord’s Supper................. 246
Preparation for the Lord’s SUpper ..........ccccevvvviveiinninnicinnnnicecninnn. 249
CONCIUSION ..c.vvviiiiiiiniiiiiite et e an e s 255
CONCIUSION ..ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e e eenaanes 257
EPIOBUE.....u ettt et et s et e tr e s e s senesennsaennsanesnens 263
Appendix: The Places and Dates of Boston’s Whole Works...................... 265
BIiDHOZBIapNY ...ttt crte et et e e eteee e e e e et e st ee e e aaeaees 277
Primary Sources of Thomas BOStOn ........ccccuvvveieeienrincienereecerenennnnnnne 277
Other Primary SOUICES...........ceivvrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieteeeineeeeerreeesenans 279
Additional Primary SOUICES ........ccocceiiiiieruiiiiieenieeeniiencieceectneesanens 283
Secondary SOUICES. ......ccovvuiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiee ettt e erse s 283



