
Contents

List of Figures ix
Acknowledgements xi

1. People and Planet in Need of Sustainable Wisdom 1
Darcia Narvaez, Four Arrows, Eugene Halton, Brian S Collier and 
Georges Enderle

Section 1. Understanding Humanity's Past 25
2. Conversations with the Deep Past: What Can Ancient 

Hunter-Gatherers Tell Us about Sustainable Wisdom? 
Penny Spikins

27

3. Indigenous Bodies, Civilized Selves, and the Escape 
from the Earth
Eugene Halton

47

4. Rematriating Economics: The Gift Economy of Woodlands 
Matriarchies
Barbara Alice Mann

74

5. Original Practices for Becoming and Being Human 
Darcia Narvaez

90

http://d-nb.info/1181225604


VIII I CONTENTS

Section 2. Ways of Doing Science and Relating To Nature 111
6. Plants, Native Science and Indigenous Sustainability 113

Gregory A. Cajete
7. Mother Earth vs. Mother Lode: Native Environmental

Ethos, Sustainability, and Human Survival 131
Bruce E. Johansen

Section 3. Ways of Being Human 151
8. Spiritual Relations, Moral Obligations and

Existential Continuity:The Structure and Transmission
of Tlingit Principles and Practices of Sustainable Wisdom 153
Steve J. Langdon

9. Sustainable Wisdom and Truthfulness: An Indigenous
Spiritual Perspective 183
Four Arrows (WahinkpeTopa), aka Don Trent Jacobs

10. Listening to the Trees 201
Tom McCallum

Section 4. Steps Toward Integrated Futures 217
11. Connection Modeling: Metrics for Deep

Nature-Connection, Mentoring, and Culture Repair 219
Jon Young

12. Wisdom, Sustainability, Dignity, and the
Intellectual Shaman 244
Sandra Waddock

13. For a Tattered Planet: Art and Tribal Continuance 265
Kimberly Blaeser

Contributors 
Index

281
285


