
Table of Contents

Acknowledgements............................................................................................ V

Abbreviations.................................................................................................... XI

Chapter 1: Introduction.................................................................. 1

1.1 Problems to be Addressed..............................................................................1

1.2 Review of Recent Scholarly Trends............................................................... 2

1.3 The Argument of This Study.......................................................................... 8

1.4 Methodology................................................................................................. 9

1.5 Presuppositions............................................................................................11

1.5.1 The Date of Acts..................................................................................11
1.5.2 The Author and Audience of Acts....................................................... 15
1.5.3 Relevant Comparanda..........................................................................17
1.5.4 “Paganism”: A Brief Note on Terminology.........................................18

1.6 . Plan of Study.........................................................................................21

Chapter 2: Defining Divinity (Part 1): Understanding Divinity
in Mediterranean Antiquity......................................................... 24

2.1 What Makes a God a God?......................................................................... 24

2.2 Concepts of Divine Humans in Mediterranean Antiquity.......................... 28

2.2.1 Daimones, Angels, and Demons.........................................................28
2.2.2 Heroes and Demigods......................................................................... 33
2.2.3 Theioi Andres/Beioi dvdpeg................................................................. 39
2.2.4 Mythology of the Immortals................................................................48

https://d-nb.info/1268943525


X Table of Contents

2.2.5 Hellenistic Ruler, Roman Imperial, and Mediterranean Benefactor
Cults.....................................................................................................51

2.2.6 Epiphanies Disguised Deities.............................................................. 59
2.2.7 Conclusion............................................................................................60

2.3 Conclusion...................................................................................................61

Chapter 3: Defining Divinity (Part 2): Deification and Jewish
Monotheism.................................................................................. 62

3.1 Jewish Monotheism in Recent Debate........................................................ 62

3.2 Moses as a Divine Figure in Hellenistic Judaism...................................... 73

3.2.1 Philo.................................................................................................... ..
3.2.2 Josephus................................................................................................79
3.2.3 Artapanus..............................................................................................83
3.2.4 Ezekiel the Tragedian.......................................................................... 89
3.2.5 The Assumption of Moses and the Epistle of Jude.............................. 91

3.3 Judaism, Monotheism, and Mosaic Deification: A Summary..................... 97

3.4 Conclusion...................................................................................................99

Chapter 4: Desiring Divinity: Self-Deification and
Its Functions.................................................................................100

4.1 Self-Deification in the Ancient Mediterranean..........................................100

4.2 Simon the Samaritan..................................................................................105

4.2.1 Simon in Luke’s Context....................................................................105
4.2.2 Simon as n Sovauts tou Oeov n Kaovulvn ueyaAn in

Luke/Acts..........................................................................................108
4.2.3 Characterizing Simon in Acts............................................................116
4.2.4 Conclusion..........................................................................................121

4.3 Herod Agrippa 1.........................................................................................121

4.3.1 Herod Agrippa I in Context................................................................121
4.3.2 Herod Agrippa, the Ruler Cult, and Tyrannical Leaders in

Luke/Acts..........................................................................................124
4.3.3 Herod Agrippa’s Death and Divine Retribution in Luke/Acts........ 128



Table of Contents XI

4.3.4 Characterizing Herod as a Divine Claimant.......................................131

4.4 Conclusion.................................................................................................133

Chapter 5: Denying Divinity: Denials of Divine Claims in
Mediterranean Antiquity............................................................. 134

5.1 Denying Divinity in the Ancient Mediterranean........................................135

5.2 Peter's Refusal of Cornelius's Worship.....................................................143

5.2.1 Cornelius’s IIpook.vnot as “Worship”............................................143
5.2.2 The Influence of the Cults of Rulers and Benefactors on Peter’s

Denial................................................................................................146
5.2.3 The Nature of True Benefaction in Luke/Acts...................................154

5.3 Paul and Barnabas, i(gods " in Lystra?.....................................................156

5.3.1 The Mythical Substructure and Its Role in the Narrative...................158
5.3.2 The Divine Deeds...............................................................................165
5.3.3 The Divine Denial in Its Narrative, Mythic, and Theological 

Contexts...................................................................................170
5.3.4 Resistance in the Narrative? Reading Acts 14:19-20 in the

Second Century................................................................................ 177
5.3.5 Characterizing Paul.......................................................................... 185

5.4 Conclusion: Peter, Paul, and Their Divine Denials..................................186

Chapter 6: Discerning Divinity: Paul "the god” in Malta..........190

6.1 A Critical Review of Scholarship on Acts 28:1-10................................. 192

6.2 Discerning Divinity on Malta.................................................................. 208

6.2.1 Deification Scenes and Discerning Divinity in Mediterranean
Antiquity......................................................................................... 209

6.2.2 The Snakebite and the Deification Scene: Innocence or 
Apotheosis?............................................................................ 211

6.2.3 Concepts of Divinity at Work and the Healing of Publius’s 
Father...................................................................................... 221

6.2.4 Paul as Theios Aner in Acts............................................................... 223



XII Table of Contents

Excursus: Shadows, Cloths, and Garments - Localized Divine Power 
in Luke/Acts..................................................................................................... 236

6.3 The Power at Work in Paul and Paul's Divinity...................................... 245

6.4 Conclusion.................................................................................................246

Chapter 7: Conclusion: Summary and Paths for Future 
Engagement................................................................................. 248

7.1 Summary of Study......................................................................................248

7.2 Paths for Future Engagement................................................................... 251

7.3 Final Thoughts...........................................................................................253

Bibliography....................................................................................................255

Index of Ancient Sources................................................................................ 277
Index of Modem Authors................................................................................ 313
Index of Subjects..............................................................................................319


