
Contents

ix

Part I Theories of Empires: An Ongoing Debate

Imperial Turn: Challenges, Problems and Questions............................................ 3
Michael Gehler and Robert Rollinger

Part II Empires and Bureaucracies

Empires and Bureaucracies: A Transdisciplinary Approach............................... 43
Bernhard Palme

Part III EuropelEuropa

Anspruch und Wirklichkeit: Imperiale Ambitionen der Bourbonen im Ancien
Regime............................................................................................................................. 81
Sven Extembrink

Der Fall Polen-Litauen: Ein vergessenes Imperium in den nationalen
Traditionen Ostmitteleuropas?................................................................................... 97
Boguslaw Dybas

Vergessene Europäische Imperien der Neuzeit: Ein Überblick............................ 121
Arnold Suppan

Part IV Early Medieval Steppe Empires in Europe

The Hun and Avar Empires........................................................................................ 141
Walter Pohl

From the Eurasian Steppes to Christian Europe: Bulgarians and Magyars in 
the Early Middle Ages.................................................................................................. 157
Daniel Ziemann

http://d-nb.info/1230698183


X Contents

Part V The Mediterranean and the Near EastIDas Mittelmeer und 
Vorderasien

Exploring Elam as Empire.......................................................................................... 205
Matt Waters

Carthage and the Ancient Discourse on Empire..................................................... 221
Kai Ruffing

An Islamic Afro-Eurasian Empire: The Ottomans (1299-1923).......................... 249
Se§il Uluigik Arabaci

Part VI Central Asia Before Islam

An Empire of Graeco-Bactrians and Indo-Greeks?............................................... 273
Milinda Hoo and Josef Wiesehöfer

The Kushan Empire...................................................................................................... 299
Khodadad Rezakhani

Part VII Iranian and Central Asian Formations of Empires in the Shadow 
of Mongol Rule

Khwärazm: An Empire with Feet of Clay?.............................................................. 335
Jürgen Paul

The Mongol Ilkhante of Iran: Realm or Empire?................................................... 355
Birgitt Hoffmann

Part VIII Southeast Asia

Imperial Kingdoms in Southeast Asia: The Case of Bagan (Pagan)................... 379
Tilman Frasch

Part IX Africa and Eurocentrism

Urban and State Synoecism in African Societies..................................................... 399
Graham Connah

Imagining African Empires, Debating the Case of Dahomey............................... 411
Amo Sonderegger

The West-African Kingdom of Benin........................................................................ 429
Leonhard Harding



Contents xi

Part X The AmericasIDie Amerikas

Die Inka: Ein Verwobenes Imperium........................................................................ 451
Doris Kurella

Das imaginierte und instrumentalisierte Imperium der Haudenosaunee........... 497
Friedrich Pöhl

Part XI General Observations and Considerations

Die Weltreiche in der Geschichte............................................................................... 535
Alexander Demandt

Index................................................................................................................................ 559


