
Contents

List of Tables vii

Preface to the English Edition ix

Acknowledgements xi

Introduction. Methodological and Historical Aspects of the 
Reparations Problem 1

Part I. The Price of Plunder

Chapter 1. Exploitation and Destruction: The Occupation of 
Poland (1939-1945) 21

Chapter 2. The Occupation and Plunder of Greece (1941—1944) 65

Chapter 3. Testing Grounds of Occupation Policy: Poland and 
Greece in Comparison with the Rest of Nazi-Occupied 
Europe 88

Part IL The Failure of the Allies

Chapter 4. Allied Reparations Policies: From Joint Planning to 
the Cold War 131

Chapter 5. Poland as Part of the Eastern Reparations Zone 
(1945-1953) 147

Chapter 6. Developments in the Western Reparations Zone 
(1945—1951): The Conceptual Guidelines of Britain 
and the United States 166

http://d-nb.info/1255784229


vi • Contents

Part III. Divide et Impera

Chapter 7. The Reparations Policy of the West German Power 
Elite to the End of the 1980s 183

Chapter 8. Greece on the Sidelines Once Again 225

Chapter 9. Interim Conclusions 252

Chapter 10. The Two-plus-Four Treaty and the Exclusion of the
Reparations Question 257

Chapter 11. Developments since the 1990s 270

Chapter 12. Greece Comes Away Empty-Handed 282

Chapter 13. New Conflicts: The Controversy Surrounding
German Reparations Debts since 2015, and the
Problem of ‘Remembrance Culture’ 299

Chapter 14. Guilt and Debt: The Extent of Germany’s
Reparations Debts and What Has Been Paid So Far 327

Chapter 15. Arguments in Favour of a Final Reparations
Amendment to the Two-plus-Four Treaty 356

Appendix. Notes and Documents in the Compilation of
Primary Sources 359

List of Abbreviations 387

Sources and Bibliography 392

Index 417



Tables

1.1. The financial plundering of Poland 46

3.1. The underground economy’s share of total economic output 
in seven of the countries in the German occupation sphere 120

3.2. The loss of life caused by the Germans during the 
Second World War in seven countries 122

14.1. The material war damage (financial exploitation, robbery 
and looting, destruction measures) 331

14.2. List of compensation for those persecuted by the Nazis, 
and for the families of those killed 334

14.3. The exploitation of forced labourers in the Reich and in 
the occupied territories (estimates of the withheld 
wage payments) 336

14.4. Baseline values for the reparations claims on Germany 
from the Second World War 337

14.5. The extent of the reparations claims against Germany from 
the Second World War in 1990 and 2018 338

14.6. German reparations payments since the end of the Second 
World War 342

14.7. German reparations and compensation payments to Greece 
so far in comparison with Greece’s reparations claims 344

14.8. Germany’s reparations and compensation payments to 
Poland to date 344

14.9. Germany’s reparations debt, what has been repaid to date, 
and its share of German GDP in 2018 345



viii • Tables

14.10. Compensation practices in the Federal Republic of Germany
through to the end of 2018: A comparison of German and 
non-German benefit recipients 348

14.11. A comparison of the compensation payments made to 
the victims of Nazi persecution from Germany, Greece
and Poland 350

14.12. Compensation payments made from public funds to the 
military-political functionaries of the Nazi dictatorship 
(1949-2000) compared with the compensation received
in the same period by those persecuted by the Nazis 351


