Introduction

Introduction
Accessing the Audio Tracks

1:Tune Types

Polkas
The Top of Maol
Reels

The Sligo Maid

The Wind that Shakes the Barley
The Morning Star
Hornpipes

Beeswing

Other Hornpipe Styles
Stack of Barley
Hornpipes in America
Jigs

Donnybrook Fair
Danny Ab’s Slide No. 1
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2: More Tune Types and Structures

The Waltz

Mrs Kenny’s Waltz
Oberek

The Miller O’Dervil

The Hungarian Strathspey?
Old Joe Clark
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Na Wesiliu Pid Chatoju (Wedding Under the Eaves)

30

Planxty Browne
Appelbo Ganglat
Asymmetric Tunes
Northern Frisk

Wild Rose of the Mountain
Old-Time Tunes

Santa Anna’s Retreat
Crooked Métis Fiddling
Red River Jig

Balkan Rhythms
Kalamatianos
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3: Ornamentation

The Roll

Kerfunken Jig

The Cut

The Sligo Maid

The Treble

Farrell O’Gara

The Slide

American Ornamentation
Swedish Ornamentation
Vals efter Pers Hans
Klezmer Fiddle Ornamentation

Saposhkelekh

4: Bowing

Irish Fiddle Bowing, an Overview

Jig Bowing

Jig Bowing — Tenpenny Bit
Tenpenny Bit — with two slurring patterns
Bowing for Reels

Pinch of Snuff

The Art of Surprise

The Wheels of the World

Scottish Bowing Techniques

Tulchan Lodge

Bowing in American Old-Time Fiddle
Bile them Cabbage Down

Bile them Cabbage Down (complex)
Whiskey Before Breakfast V1
Whiskey Before Breakfast V2

9: Modes and Scales

Why Should I be Interested in Modes?
Pigeon on the Gate

The Dhu Hill

Shepherd’s Tune from Moldavia
Campbell’s Farewell to Redcastle
June Apple Breakdown

Hungarian Bagpipe Tune
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Gapped Scales

Haste to the Wedding

Cooley’s Reel

Pentatonic Scales

Britches Full of Stitches

Eighth of January

Glen Lyon

Entrance Hymn for the Emperor

The Wind is Blowing from the Danube
Chilly Winds

6: East European, Kiezmer and
Untempered Scales

East European Scales
Hungarian Csdrdds
Hora de la Risipit
Ajsino Oro

Klezmer Scales

Tanz, Tanz, Yidelekh
Fun Der Khupe March
Kishiniever Bulgar
Untempered Scales
Tuning in Irish Fiddle Music
Banish Misfortune
Scottish Tuning
Old-Time Tuning
Cluck Old Hen
Lonesome John
Scandinavian Tuning

Alvdals Polska

1:Tunings

GDGD

Mike in the Wilderness (GDGD tuning)
The History of Scordatura

AEAE Tuning

Da Auld Foula Reel (AEAE tuning)
Hins Polska (AEAE tuning)

Cluck Old Hen (AEAE tuning)

Cross Tuning in Irish Music

The Foxhunter’s Reel (AEAE tuning)
DDAD Tuning

Boneparte’s Retreat (DDAD tuning)
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Other Old-Time tunings

Norwegian Tunings

Fanitullen (AEAC# tuning)

American Old-Time Tuning

Black Mountain Rag (AEAC# tuning)

8: What's Missing?

Starts, Endings and Links

Lilting Banshee

The Maid Behind the Bar (full version)
Morrison’s (circular ending)

Doon Reel

Johnny I do Miss You

Old-Time Intros and Endings

Eastern Europe Endings

Basarabye

Cajun Endings

Les Flammes D’enfer

Drones and Double Stops

Hungarian Bagpipe Dance

Winster Gallop

Winster Gallop with Lower String Drones
Lonesome John

Lonesome John with A and E string drones
Double Stops

Redwing

Redwing with double stops
Wednesday Night Waltz

9: Variation, Improvisation and

Learned Variations

The Connaughtman’s Rambles V1
The Connaughtman’s Rambles V2
The Poppy Leaf V1

The Poppy Leaf (V2 Sean McGuire)
Improvised Variation

Variation Strategies

The Black Haired Lass

Variation and Improvisation In Other Fiddle
Traditions

Tom and Jerry

Composition
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Contemporary Tune Writers 157

How to Write Your Own Tune 158
The Humours of Haverstock Hill 162
Tune Titles 163
Arminel 164
10: The Joy 01 Sets

Classic Sets 165
The Tarbolton/The Longford Collector/ 166

The Sailor’s Bonnet

The Morning Dew/The Woman of the House 168
The Drunken Landlady/ 170
The Wind that Shakes the Barley/John Stenson’s
The Leitrim Fancy/Around the World for Sport 172
The Providence Reel/Man of the House/ 174
Speed the Plough

Farrell O’Gara/Good Morning to Your Nightcap
176

Scottish Sets 177
March/Strathspey/Reel 178

11: Playing For Dancing

Step Dancing 181
The Three Sea Captains 182
Set Dancing 183
The Blackbird 184
Céili Dancing 184
Playing in a Céili Band Today 185
Scottish Dance 186
The Dashing White Sergeant/Peat Fire Flame/ 188
Bottom Of the Punchbowl

English Country Dance 189
Walter Bulwer’s No. 2 191
Contra Dance 191
Square Dance 192
Conclusion 192
12: Odds And Ends

Regional Styles in Irish Fiddle Music 193
Regional Styles 194
Playing For Contests 198

Sliabh Na Mban 199

Contest Fiddling in Old-time Music

Playing at Sessions

Miss Langford’s Reel/The Tailor’s Thimble
Postscript

Bibliography

Discography

Web Resources

Audio Track Listing
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