
Contents

Preface ix
List of Figures xn
Biographical Information xv

1 Introduction i
The Dance of Paul’s i
Iconographic Representations of Death 5
The Dance of Death and the Popular Imagination 15
The Role of Death in Life 20
A Topical and Adaptable Motif 33
The Origins of the Dance of Death 41
The Danse Macabre Mural in Paris 48
Further Dissemination of the Danse Macabre 57
Manuscripts and Printed Texts 61

Lydgate’s Dance of Death: Manuscripts 63
Manuscripts of the A-Group 63
Manuscripts of the B-Group 66

Lydgate’s Dance of Death; Printed Texts 68
The French Danse Macabre: Manuscripts 69
Guy Marchant’s Editions 0/1485 and i486 72

Editorial Principles 75

PART 1
John Lydgate’s Dance of Death

2 Edited Texts: John Lydgate’s Dance of Death 79
Oxford, Bodleian Libraiy, m s. Selden Supra 53 79
London, British Library, ms. Lansdowne 699 100
Oxford, Bodleian Library, Douce BB.53 (Fakes edition) 118

3 Textual Notes: John Lydgate’s Dance of Death 124
A-Group (Bodleian Library, ms. Selden Supra 53) 124
B-Group (British Library, ms. Lansdowne 699) 134
Textual Notes to Bodleian Library, Douce BB.53 144

http://d-nb.info/1236030184


VIII CONTENTS

4 Critical Notes: John Lydgate’s Dance of Death 145
Stanzas Only in the B-Group, Following the Order of MS. Lansdowne 
699 165

PART 2
The French Danse Macabre

5 Edited Text and Translation: Guy Marchant’s Danse Macabre (1485) 171

6 Woodcuts and Comments: Guy Marchant’s Danse Macabre (1485) 194

7 Textual Notes: Guy Marchant’s Danse Macabre (1485) 220

8 Critical Notes: Guy Marchant’s Danse Macabre (1485) 225

Appendix: Transcription of the “Chambery roll,” a French Dramatized 
Danse Macabre Text of the Late Fourteenth or Early Fifteenth Century 
(Collection Claudius Bouvier, Archives departementales de Savoie, 
Chambery, France) 241 
Bibliography 250 
Glossary 267 
Index 274


