
Contents

1 Introduction. Political leaders at times of the personalisation of the 
masses — 1

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5

Political personalisation: macro and micro — 1
Personalisation of government-----3
Monocratic government as an emerging trend-----7
The personalisation of the masses —12
An autocratic tendency? —17

2
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6
2.7

Personal governments — 20
Introduction — 20
Forms and dynamics of government-----22
The Westminster model-----26
The consensual government — 28
The limits of presidentialism-----29
The wave of presidentialisation-----30
Conclusion-----32

3
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5

Fragmented Electorates and Parliaments — 34
Beyond party politics-----34
The era of fragmentation-----36
The spread of polarisation-----42
Consequences for policy making-----44
Political leaders facing individualised societies-----49

4
4.1
4.2
4.3

The expansion of governmental decrees — 51
An under-evaluated field of analysis — 51
Delegative democracy?-----52
The politics of executive policymaking: a comparative 
overview-----58

4.4
4.5

The government in parliament — 63
Three arenas of executive expansion-----73

5
5.1
5.2
5.3

Digital presidents: political engagement and decision-----75
Introduction-----75
Direct communication-----77
Algorithmic leadership-----82

http://d-nb.info/1242341994


VI Contents

5.4 Digital decisions-----84
5.5 Forms and borders of government-----86

6 Heads of government from primacy to emergency — 89
6.1 Introduction-----89
6.2 Constitutionalising emergencies------91
6.3 The stabilisation of emergency-----96
6.4 The COVID-19 outbreak-----101
6.4.1 Italy-----102
6.4.2 Hungary-----104
6.4.3 France and UK-----104
6.4.4 Spain and Germany-----105
6.4.5 United States-----107
6.5 The democratic emergency-----109

7 Combining demos and kratos: a mission impossible for the future of 
democracy? —112

Appendix
Monocratic Government Dataset: Personalisation of Leaders and Masses in
Democracy-----117

Appendix A: Variables and dataset structure-----117
Appendix B: Notes on sources-----121

Bibliography —124

Index-----153


