
CHAPTER 
TWENTY 

SEVEN

CHAPTER 
TWENTY 

NINE
... Sitney resigns from Anthology... 
Letter to Kubelka... Re. film festivals... 
I visit Roxbury... Samples of my daily 
schedule... Letter to Shirley... Luddy, 
Canossa, Anger... An angry letter 
to Brakhage... What’s an “avant-garde” 
film?... Me, dogmatic... My Ruttmann 
project... FM Coop meeting... Surprise 
in a church... I am stuck with FM Distr. 
Center debts... On Otto Preminger... 
A letter to Jerome re. Anthology...
I am a regionalistl... Against Bigness 
in Cinema... Artist as a court jester... 
Why we need Anthology...
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CHAPTER 
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EIGHT
... Anthology Film Archives opens... 
Muhammad Ali... Godard’s confusions 
... Letter to Sitney... Progress report 
on Anthology... At the Factory... Sharits 
visits... How many films I do really 
like?... Filming as an act of self-defense 
... I go to Church... A visit to Marie 
Deren... Bruce Baillie comes to town... 
Bloody Mary with Ricky Leacock... 
Meetings with Rossellini... Linda and 
the sick dog... Letter from Patti Smith... 
Maciunas’s dumpling party... On Art 
as a biological necessity... Letter to 
Annette on AFA... A DREAM about myself 
as a glass sculpture... A visit to Joseph 
Cornell... Kubelka on his early screen­
ings... Letter re. my support of Feminism... 
A Memory... Battle for Soho...
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... Conversation with Frampton...
Re. “narrative” cinema... East Coast 
avant-garde vs. the avant-garde 
of the West Coast... A letter to Broughton 
re. AFA... About my “good” and “bad” 
decisions... On the “new” gay cinema... 
Kennedy kids film... Cinema of Frank 
Kuenstler... Akiko limura... Letter 
to Mieko Shiomi... Jack and F. Creatures 
... Scotch Tape... Erotic or Porn?...
Letter to Broughton... Letter to Variety 
re. Lithuania... Jerome on the varieties of 
humor... I talk with Nitsch and Kubelka... 
About the fingers of Aldona Dvarionas, 
David Amram & Malachy’s saloon... 
Makavejev on W. Reich... On the changing 
Brakhage... W&B Heins... Letter to 
Nitsch... Harry Smith... Avon Foundation 
cuts us off... On George Kuchar...
George & Shadow Game... Stan’s fanta­
sies about my early life... A letter from 
Richter...
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... Breakfast with Scorsese... Christopher 
MacLaine... Sidney Peterson moves to 
New York... Bruce Baillie “freaks out” in 
New York... A phone call from Kenneth... 
Films that self-destruct... Do I want 
to be “normal”?... Why humanity fears 
artists... Living Theater... Thanks to 
the Arabs!... Some thoughts from the 
hospital bed... Pure poetry?... Letter 
to Stan re. AFA & 80 Wooster St... Letter 
to Markopoulos re. Money... A trip to 
Austria... I got married... Kubelka about 
places he likes... LaCiotat... L’Abbaye 
de St. Michel de Frigolet... STAVISKY... 
In Paris, with Langlois... On human voice 
in cinema... Meeting Leni Riefenstahl... 
Why should film-makers teach... Adele 
Menken talks... Letters from Home... 
A Letter from Pontus Hulten... Bowser’s 
Garden... Filming in New York City...
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Letter to James... Maciunas letter & 
postcards to the Attorney General...
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CHAPTER 
THIRTY 

ONE
... Phone calls from Harry Smith, Stan, 
Leslie... A note from George from 
hospital... Michelangelo on art and 
reality... On Manny Farber... On Keery... 
Breakfast with Kenneth... What Oona 
ate... Letters to Attorney General... Jack 
Smith’s mother... I clash with Langlois 
... Farewell letter to V. Voice... Whereto 
find info on avant-garde cinema... 
Melinda Ward... A bad phone call from 
Ken Jacobs... On Beaubourg... On 
Brakhage, Kubelka... Markopoulos gets 
into an accident... On Jerome Hill... 
THE EXILE MANIFESTO... Searching for 
cinema... My Questions to AFI... Letter 
to Bill Burroughs... Adventures in China­
town with Kubelka & Jacobses... Some 
film-makers do not talk to each other... 
A visit to Marie Deren... Atrip to Telluride 
... On George...
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THIRTY TWO
... In Stockholm... Anna-Lena Wiborn... 
With Peter Weiss... In a Moscow taxi... 
Vilnius, Semeniskiai, and more Vilnius... 
On “duration” in folk singing & dancing... 
To Genet, re. birth & violence... on George 
... cancer... On misfortunes and ill­
nesses of my friends... more on George... 
Simone Forti... In defense of George... 
Harry Smith, Mahogany... On George 
Maciunas... On Sumerians, Lithuanians 
and Stakhanov... George dies... Notes on 
funding the artists... Emerging artists 
vs. artists of achievement... Original nega­
tive of Flaming Creatures found!... Film 

scenes of 1961 and 1978... David Rimmer... 
Robert Frank... Robert Beavers... On 
artist as a voyeur... On Anger, H. Smith... 
Kenneth as a Clown... On Adele Menken 
and Marie Menken... Joseph Mankevich 
... An evening at Raimund... Bruce 
Baillie...
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... My remarks at the Collective... Letter 
from Louise Brooks... Kenneth Anger 
visits... On my way to Chicago... On Ken 
Jacobs... An evening with Sharits... 
N.Y.U. “lecture”: On ‘Tek, Jack Smith... 
Technology and style... Video... Future 
technologies of moving images...
My childhood dream of image boxes... 
Signal Corps and Surplus film stock... 
Anthology buys 2nd Street Courthouse 
building... Warhoi to Mayor Koch... 
Misery of middle class cinema... The 
cause of Jack’s ruins... On Piero Heliczer 
... I become an artist!... Dictionary 
definition of “independent”... Kenneth 
visits... Shirley Clarke... New Year’s 
Day drink with Kenneth... With Annette... 
Zoromskis’ studio... Seeing Magellan... 
Carl Linder’s illness... Leslie gets beat 
up... Raising money for Mahogany... 
Kubelka challenges Etna... Deren 
records in Haiti... Notes for Media Arts 
Center...
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Elenore Lester and Notes on the Circus 
... Anti-Workers Manifesto... My earliest 
memories... News of Barbara Rubin’s 
death... How I met Barbara... Why I don’t 
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film dark side of life... In defense of 
Richard Serra... On Sharits, Ken Jacobs 
... A note to Ken re. Sky Socialist... 
AmyTaubin and British avant-garde... 
Video, expanding variety of tools of 
making moving images... On grants as 
VIRUS ARTISTICUS... Letter to Gregory 
re. film preservation... Letter to Kubelka 
... Broughton’s show... My problems 
with the New Gay... Gregory and “film 
as film”... Robert Frank... Illnesses 
and other calamities & film-makers... 
George Landow... A call from Kenneth... 
Storm has Alzheimer’s... Grave of 
Ron Rice... On Christmas on Earth... 
A talk with Stan... Gerson... Frampton’s 
cancer... Chloe Aaron reminisces 
on AFI...
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CHAPTER 
THIRTY 

SIX
... Jack Smith & NY Film Festival... They 
tell me IT CAN NOT BE DONE... Why I 
show and preserve films... George Kuchar 
... Bruce Elder at AFA... The heaviness 
of Tarkovsky... NYSCA & NEA as promoters 
of secondary art... NAM AC & bureau­
cracy... Polidori... I continue searching 
for money... Re. the Press... The Press 
in support of Russia... On Joe Gibbons... 
On Ruiz & American film avant-garde... 
Warhol & Cinema... Ginsberg visits 
Lithuania... On NEWSREEL... De Antonio 
about his drinking... A definition of 
Russia... Senator D’Amato... Gorbachev 
vs. Lithuania... Gregory Markopoulos... 
Schilling... On Maciunas... Jack Smith 
dies...
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... Future of moving image arts... 
A depressing show by Paik and Laurie 
Anderson... Frampton dies... AFA Board 
meets... Letter to Danny Selznick... 
Charles Levine plans asuicide... Lennie 
Horowitz threatens to kill himself... 
Leslie’s report on Kenneth’s nervous 
breakdown... On Ernie Gehr’s childhood 
...Why I am... Re. NAMAC... Birth 
dates of... Keep politicians out of arts!... 
Meeting Barbara’s brother... My State­
ment to Experimental Film Coalition... 
Note to Ken Jacobs re. The Philippines 
Adventure... Dinner at Annette’s with 
PA Sitney and Kubelka... Who is a “real” 
Jew?... Re. diaristic cinema... The Press 
and the Baltic States... The release 
of Sharansky & modern slave trade... 
Letter from home... Cinema of Manuel 
de Landa... From Adolfas’ diaries...
Letter from Eli Wiesel...
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... A sample of my daily schedule... 
On Rogosin and Shirley Clarke... Nick 
Zedd... Letter to Peter Sempel re. him 
filming me... Money & avant-garde film­
makers ... A STORY... A list of my daily 
duties... Swedish film avant-garde... 
Anna Canepa... A report on my money 
huntings... Akiko limura... Letters 
to David Heymann, Shigeko, Towbin... 
A film Seminar at AFA for Lithuanian film 
students... Letter to Ute... Letter from 
Jackie Kennedy... About Haller & FM 
Coop... Letter to Heymann re. Jackie and 
Lee... Emshwiller dies... Schuldt... I fire 
the Chair... I am robbed ... Stan’s pass­
port disaster... To Kubelka, re. me 
and dying... About film preservation... 
Filming myself... Letter to Towbin...
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EIGHT

... A toast to Christopher Columbus... 
Letter to Amy re. AFA money problems 
... About my name... Letter to the Board 
... Letter to Greg... Letter to Dubose... 
“Invoice” to Shedden... I get depressed 
at a Fluxus “reunion”... A few anecdotes 
about George Maciunas... Letter to 
Peter Sempel... Letter to Hiro... Brother 
of Gregory visits me... How much I earn 
... Some medical advice... Empire in 
Vienna... On Michel Auder... Taking a 
stand for the cinema of my generation... 
Nina Hagen... Intro to “I HAD NOWHERE 
TO GO”... On Joseph Cornell... Letter to 
Kenneth Anger... About Ricky Leacock... 
A proposal for George Maciunas Street... 
The Poetry Project & Hollywood... On 
Peter Sempel... About the term “avant- 
garde”... Gozo on New York Project... 
My statement to the Congress of Film... 
My July 4th, minute by minute... Poetry 
of Judith Morley... A letter to Gozo... To 
Dana Gordon... Letter to Cindy Sherman 
... To Ken Jacobs re. Marriage of Heaven 
and Hell... To my Japanese Friends...
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NINE
...About my work at AFA... After I die... 
My daily work schedule... Anti-lOO years 
of Cinema Manifesto... A call from 
Kenneth, on smoking, Sonbert... A note 
to the Board re. beer... Sidney Peterson... 
A note to Charles... Nam June Paik’s 
stroke... Adrink with Raimund... Letter 
to Andrew about myself... Notes for 
Allen... Re. my “personal” life... I am 
overworked, over-worried... Television & 
film avant-garde... On Sonbert and 
coincidences... Letter to Kubelka 
re. Sharits etc.... On Fabiano Canosa... 
To Peter Sempel... Letter to Gozo...

Notes on the New American Cinema Group 
and the Coop... Letter to Sebastian...
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CHAPTER 

FORTY
... Notes from my childhood... I dreamt 
I was a bee... In defense of Harry Smith... 
On Stan Vanderbeek... Intro to my 
Rutgers Commencement “speech”... 
On filming Cassis... A map of what I 
can cook... A note to the MIX film festival 
in defense of toilets... A note to H.U. 
Obrist... A letter to Dubose... Fluxus in 
Kaunas... To Brigitte re. her video on 
me... Depressions of Raimund... About 
Nam June Paik... Letter to Ken about 
our bleeding noses... Angry letter to NY 
State Council on the Arts... On Ciurlionis 
and Lithuania... A note to Peter Gidal 
re. Cat’s Meow... To Hoberman re. 
“celebrities”... My poetry... A call from 
Kenneth... Avisit to Helen Levitt...
A call from Dorothea Tanning... To Paul... 
Maps of my confused life... Pro-Palestine 
... A strange story involving Robert 
Frank... Pete’s Candy Store...
Sophie Calle interview... Secret places 
... Landing in America Party...
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