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What is Gouache?
The basics for pros 
and amateurs

10-17
The other watercolour.
Balancing act of 
composition: Pigments, 
gum arabic & co

18-21
Siblings and cousins.
Gouache vs. other paints: 
Watercolour, acrylic, 
tempera, oil and pastel 
Comparison chart 
Gouache/Acrylic/ 
Tempera/Oil/Pastel/ 
Watercolour

22-29
Here, there 
and everywhere. 
Gouache in art history 
The gouache essentials 
at a glance

The Nitty-Gritty.
Materials

32-35
Top or flop.
What makes good 
paints good?

36-37
Label, talk to me!
Learning to interpret 
information

The First Step is 
Always the... Easiest. 
First steps

62-63
It’s all about the tension. 
Stretching watercolour 
papers

64-75
The power of triads. 
An excursion in
colour theory

38-41
A worthwhile purchase. 
Overview of the chief 
gouache brands

42-43
Invention from China. 
Choosing paper

44-49
The Royal No. 7 
and consorts. 
Comparing various
brushes

50-53
Not without my sponge! 
Other utensils

54-59
Painting helps.
Other painting tools and 
what they’re good for

76-79
The home studio.
Setting up your 
workplace
Your first set of 
gouache paints

80-81
Minor intermezzo.
Analogue vs. digital

82-83
What does this yellow 
sound like?
Sketching colour sounds

84-87
A little planning 
goes a long way. 
Thinking about work 
steps in advance

http://d-nb.info/1247580059


Nothing is Impossible.
Gouache techniques

90-93 112-113
Almost like watercolour, 
but not quite.
Glazing and washes

Spills and dribbles.
Spray technique

94-97
Pulling moods from 
the depths.
Opaque or transparent 
painting, from dark 
to light

114-119
Gum arabic meets 
gum elastic.
Using masking fluid
Layer for layer:
Masking with gum arabic

98-101
Drawing clear borders.
Stencilling technique
Guide to stencilling

120-123
Masked ball.
Masking with tape
Layer for layer:
Masking with tape

102-103
Dry spell.
The beauty of dry 
brushing

124-125
What can be combined 
with gouache?
Watercolours, coloured 
pencils, pastels, etc

104-107
Sticking to the lines. 
Drawing with gouache

108-111
Two steps forward, 
one step back. 
Reworking technique

126-127
Controlled coincidences.
Monotype

Portrait of a Banana Tree. 
Apply and develop

130-135 172-175
Let’s get ready! A question of
Making sketches perspective.

136-143
Landscapes 
with gouache

The best of the beast. 
Animals and pictures 176-181
of animals The ABCs.
Layer for layer: Lettering and
Animals calligraphy

144-149 182-184
The greens. And now...
Plants and flowers Epilogue & Thanks.
Layer for layer: Imprint.
Flowers

150-157
The eyes have it. 
Pictures of people 
Layer for layer: 
Theface

158-163
Bundle up!
Clothing and textiles

164-171
Nature morte, 
the world of things. 
Objects of glass, stone, 
metal and wood 
Layer for layer:
Glass.
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