
Contents

Acknowledgements— IX
Preliminary Note-----XI

Introduction—XIII
Stesichorus’ biography-----XIV
Stesichorus’ professional context—XXIII
Stesichorus’ performance—XXV
The myth in Stesichorus and travelling motifs—XXXII

1
1.1
1.1.1
1.1.2
1.1.3
1.1.4

Adventure—1
The Geryoneis — 2
Mapping the far west (frr. 8-10 F.)-----8
Geryon’s heroism (frr. 12-15 F.)-----19
Callirhoe’s plea (frr. 16 and 17 F.)-----27
The gods’ Assembly and a parallel with the Cycnus (frr. 18 and
166 F.)-----32

1.1.5 Heracles’ tactis and the example of the Boarhunters (frr. 19 and
183 F.)-----35

1.1.6 Heracles in Thessaly (fr. 22a F.)—43

2
2.1
2.1.1
2.1.2
2.1.3
2.1.4
2.1.5
2.1.6
2.1.7
2.1.8
2.2
2.2.1
2.2.2

Escape and Returns—47
The Sack of Troy—bil
Divine pity and Epeius (fr. 100 F.)-----50
The Trojan Debate (frr. 103 and 104 F.)-----59
Divine abandonment (fr. 114 F.)-----68
The death of Astyanax (frr. 107 and 116 F.)-----70
Polyxena’s sacrifice (frr. 118 and 119 F.)-----73
The recovery of Helen (frr. 106,113, and 115 F.)-----76
Hecuba’s rescue (frr. 108 and 109 F.)-----84
Aeneas’ escape (fr. 105 F.)-----87
The Nostoi-----95
Aristomache (fr. 169 F.)-----98
Telemachus in Sparta (fr. 170 F.)-----99

3
3.1
3.2

Abduction-----105
The Europeia-----107
The Helen-----115

http://d-nb.info/1232605352


3.2.1
3.2.2
3.2.3
3.2.4
3.3
3.3.1

Tyndareus’ fault (fr. 85 F.)-----116
Helen in Athens (fr. 86 F.)-----128
Helen back to the Peloponnese (fr. 87 F.)-----132
Helen in Sparta (fr. 88 F.)-----135
The Palinode-----138
Helen in Egypt (frr. 90, 91a, and 91c F.)-----138

4
4.1
4.1.1
4.1.2
4.1.3
4.1.4
4.1.5
4.1.6
4.2
4.2.1
4.2.2
4.2.3
4.2.4
4.2.5
4.2.6

Exile-----157
The Oresteia-----157
The opening of Stesichorus’ Oresteia (frr. 172-174 F.)-----162
Iphigenia’s sacrifice (frr. 178 and 181.25-27 F.)-----175
Clytemnestra’s dream (fr. 180 F.)—180
The Nurse Laodamia (fr. 179 F.)-----189
Electra and the return of Orestes (fr. 181 F.)—192
The bow of Apollo and the matricide (fr. 181.14-24 F.)-----197
The Theba is?---- 204
Oedipus in (or out of) the Thebais-----215
Teiresias’ Prophecy-----218
The identity of the Queen----- 223
The Queen’s speech (fr. 97.201-231 F.)-----230
Casting lots and Teiresias’ advice (fr. 97.235-291 F.)-----247
Polynices’journey (fr. 97.291-303 F.)-----250

5 Conclusion — 254

Bi bliography-----259
Index Nominum et Rerum — 289
Index of Sources—297


