
Table of Contents

Preface of the Editor..................................................................................................................... 9
Preface and Acknowledgements.................................................................................................... 11
1. Introduction....................  13

1.1. Introduction.............................................................................................................................  13
1.2. Research Problems..................................................................................................................  13
1.3. Research Goals and Approach................................................................................................  15
1.4. Research Parameters...............................................................................................................  16

1.4.1 Geographical Scope and Terminology.............................................................................. 16
1.4.2 Chronological Considerations........................................................................................... 16
1.4.3 Evidential Scope and Limitations.....................................................................................  22

2. Cultural Encounters and Transformations............................................................................  25
2.1 Introduction..............................................................................................................................  25
2.2 Identifying Ancient Cultures and Identities............................................................................  25
2.3 Cultural Encounters, Cultural Mixing, and Cultural Transformation....................................  28

2.3.1 World-Systems Approach.................................................................................................  28
2.3.2 Diffusionism.....................................................................................................................  30
2.3.3 Migration.......................................................................................................................... 31
2.3.4 Trade Diasporas and Ports of Trade...................................................................................  32
2.3.5 Transnationalism...............................................................................................................  33
2.3.6 Acculturation.................................................................................................................... 34
2.3.7 Appropriation....................................................................................................................  36
2.3.8 Creolisation....................................................................................................................... 37
2.3.9 Hybridisation..................................................................................................................... 38
2.3.10 Mestizaje......................................................................................................................... 39
2.3.11 Cultural Entanglement....................................................................................................  40
2.3.12 Bilingualism.................................................................................................................... 40
2.3.13 ‘Middle Ground’ Approach.............................................................................................  41
2.3.14 Cultural Interference....................................................................................................... 41
2.3.15 Transculturalism............................................................................................................. 42

2.4 The Way Forward.................................................................................................................... 43
3. Socio-Political Transformations and Foreign Relations.................................................... 45

3.1 Introduction.............................................................................................................................. 45
3.2 Trade and Connectivity in the Eastern Delta........................................................................... 45

3.2.1 Tell el-Dab‘a: A Harbour City in the North......................................................................  47
3.2.1.1 Overview of site development and trade before the New Kingdom.......................... 47

3.2.1.1.1 Phases N to 1........................................................................................................ 49
3.2.1.1.2 Phase H................................................................................................................ 50
3.2.1.1.3 Phases G/4-G/1-3............................................................................................... 51
3.2.1.1.4 Phases F-E/3....................................................................................................... 55
3.2.1.1.5 Phases E/2-D/2.................................................................................................... 60

3.2.1.2 Overview of site development and trade leading into the New Kingdom................. 63
3.2.2 Other Communities of the Delta....................................................................................... 72

3.2.2.1 Kom el-Hisn............................................................................................................... 72
3.2.2.2 Tell Hebwa 1............................................................................................................... 73
3.2.2.3 Tell Basta................................................................................................................... 75
3.2.2.4 Wadi Tumilat............................................................................................................. 76

http://d-nb.info/1228456224


3.2.2.5 Other communities.................................................................................................. 79
3.2.3 Observations................................................................................................................... 82

3.3 Means of Diplomacy and Exchange........................................................................................ 83
3.3.1 Language and Diplomacy................................................................................................. 83

3.3.1.1 Language transformations and contact-induced change............................................ 83
3.3.1.2 Letter correspondence and the use of cuneiform....................................................... 88

3.3.2 Weights and Exchange...................................................................................................... 91
3.4 Outlook to the North and the Near East................................................................................... 95

3.4.1 Warfare and Foreign Affairs............................................................................................. 95
3.4.1.1 The Sixteenth and Seventeenth Dynasties................................................................... 95
3.4.1.2 The early Eighteenth Dynasty.................................................................................... 97

3.4.2 Egyptian Kingship and the Ideology of Territorial Expansion......................................... 108
3.5 Observations on Socio-Political Transformations and Foreign Affairs................................... Ill

4. Religious Transformations...................................................................................................... 113
4.1 Introduction..............................................................................................................................  113
4.2 Seth and the Storm Deity: Fit for a King?............................................................................... 115

4.2.1 The Storm Deity in the Near East.................................................................................... 115
4.2.1.1 Nature of the storm deity.......................................................................................... 115
4.2.1.2 Kingship................................................................................................................... 115
4.2.1.3 The enemy(s) of the storm deity............................................................................... 117
4.2.1.4 Divination and oath-taking....................................................................................... 120
4.2.1.5 Iconography.............................................................................................................. 120

4.2.2 The Cults of Seth: From the Predynastic to the Second Intermediate Period................. 121
4.2.2.1 The Predynastic and Early Dynastic Periods............................................................ 121
4.2.2.2 The Old Kingdom and First Intermediate Period...................................................... 122
4.2.2.3 The Middle Kingdom and the early Second Intermediate Period............................. 123
4.2.2.4 The Second Intermediate Period................................................................................ 128

4.2.3 The Near Eastern Storm Deity in Egypt: From the Middle Kingdom to the
Second Intermediate Period.............................................................................................. 134

4.2.3.1 Personal names.......................................................................................................... 134
4.2.3.2 Iconography...............................................................................................................  135
4.2.3.3 Cultic spaces, equid burials, and rituals.................................................................... 138
4.2.3.4 Baal-Seth or Seth-Baal: The syncretisation of Seth?................................................. 141

4.2.4 The Egyptian Storm Deity in the Eighteenth Dynasty..................................................... 142
4.2.4.1 Kingship and the cult of Seth Nb.ty.....................................................:  143
4.2.4.2 The Netherworld........................................................................................................ 144
4.2.4.3 The sea and the harbour............................................................................................. 146
4.2.4.4 The name and the classifier....................................................................................... 150
4.2.4.5 Observations.............................................................................................................. 152

4.2.5 The Egyptian Storm Deity in the Nineteenth Dynasty..................................................... 154
4.2.5.1 Kingship and warfare................................................................................................. 154
4.2.5.2 Excursus 1: Seth or Baal? Other representations of the transcultural storm deity  162
4.2.5.3 Excursus 2: Literature, magic, and a transcultural storm deity................................. 168
4.2.5.4 Observations.............................................................................................................. 172

4.2.6 The Transformation of the Egyptian Storm Deity............................................................ 173
4.3 Goddesses................................................................................................................................ 174

4.3.1 The Near Eastern Goddesses Astarte, Anat, Qedeshet, and Baalat................................... 175
4.3.1.1 Nature and characteristics.......................................................................................... 175
4.3.1.2 Iconography............................................................................................................... 177

4.3.2 The Near Eastern Goddesses in Egypt.............................................................................. 180
4.3.2.1 Personal names and epithets.................................................................................... 180



4.3.2.2 Iconography...............................................................................................................  186
4.3.2.3 Cultic spaces.............................................................................................................. 196

4.3.3 Influence and Confluence: The Case for Continuation................................................... 197
4.3.3.1 Astarte........................................................................................................................  197
4.3.3.2Anat............................................................................................................................  199
4.3.3.3 Qedeshet....................................................................................................................  200
4.3.3.4 Observations..............................................................................................................  202

4.4 Other Religious Concepts and Deities.....................................................................................  204
4.4.1 Reshef in Egypt.................................................................................................................  204
4.4.2 Practice of Severing Hands...............................................................................................  209

4.4.2.1 The archaeological evidence in Egypt.......................................................................  209
4.4.2.2 The textual and artistic evidence in Egypt................................................................. 210
4.4.2.3 The evidence from the Near East.............................................................................. 214
4.4.2.4 Severing the enemy................................................................................................... 216

4.5 Observations on Religious Transformations............................................................................ 217
5. Technological and Militaristic Transformations................................................................ 219

5.1 Introduction.............................................................................................................................. 219
5.2 Metalwork, Weaponry, and Chariotry......................................................................................  220

5.2.1 Metalwork and Metallurgy...............................................................................................  220
5.2.1.1 Copper alloys............................................................................................................. 220
5.2.1.2 Metal ingots and associated moulds.......................................................................... 221
5.2.1.3 Refractory materials.................................................................................................. 225

5.2.2 Chariots and Horses.......................................................................................................... 229
5.2.2.1 The introduction of the horse and chariot.................................................................. 229
5.2.2.2 The archaeological evidence in Egypt.......................................................................  231
5.2.2.3 The textual evidence in Egypt................................................................................... 236
5.2.2.4 The artistic evidence in Egypt...................................................................................  238
5.2.2.5 Factors of influence................................................................................................... 239

5.2.3 Weapon Types................................................................................................................... 242
5.2.3.1 Scimitar or khopesh................................................................................................... 242

5.2.3.1.1 The origins of the scimitar.................................................................................. 242
5.2.3.1.2 The archaeological evidence in Egypt................................................................ 244
5.2.3.1.3 The textual and artistic evidence in Egypt......................................................... 246
5.2.3.1.4 Observations....................................................................................................... 249

5.2.3.2 Daggers...................................................................................................................... 250
5.2.3.2.1 Developments up to the late Middle Kingdom................................................... 250
5.2.3.2.2 Developments from the late Middle Kingdom onwards.................................... 252

5.2.3.3 Axes........................................................................................................................... 260
5.2.3.3.1 Developments up to the Middle Kingdom......................................................... 260
5.2.3.3.2 Levantine axe types in Egypt from the Middle Kingdom to the

Second Intermediate Period................................................................................ 260
5.2.3.3.3 Egyptian axe types from the late Middle Kingdom onwards............................. 263

5.2.3.4 Bows and arrows....................................................................................................... 268
5.2.3.4.1 Developments up to the late Middle Kingdom................................................... 268
5.2.3.4.2 The origins and advantages of the composite bow............................................. 268
5.2.3.4.3 The archaeological evidence in Egypt................................................................ 270
5.2.3.4.4 The artistic evidence in Egypt............................................................................ 272
5.2.3.4.5 Observations....................................................................................................... 274

5.2.4 Protective Measures.......................................................................................................... 275
5.2.4.1 Shields....................................................................................................................... 275
5.2.4.2 Helmets and body armour.......................................................................................... 277



5.2.4.2.1 The evidence from the Near East.......................................................................  277
5.2.4.2.2 The evidence from Egypt...................................................................................  278

5.2.5 Observations................................................................................................................... 280
5.3 Ceramics................................................................................................................................... 282

5.3.1 General Developments in the Ceramic Repertoire of the Eastern Delta...........................  282
5.3.2 General Developments in Methods of Manufacture......................................................... 283
5.3.3 Continuation of Particular Vessel Types...........................................................................  285

5.4 Other Concepts, Crafts, and Technologies...............................................................................  295
5.4.1 Glassmaking and Production............................................................................................  295
5.4.2 Jewellery...........................................................................................................................  299

5.4.2.1 Granulation and gold-working...................................................................................  299
5.4.2.2 Earring and/or penannular ring use...........................................................................  301

5.4.3 Textile Production.............................................................................................................  306
5.4.3.1 Near Eastern textiles and weavers in Egypt.............................................................. 307
5.4.3.2 Transformed concepts and tools in Egypt..................................................................  310

5.4.3.2.1 The dome-shaped spindle whorl......................................................................... 311
5.4.3.2.2 Spin direction.....................................................................................................  312
5.4.3.2.3 Loom types.........................................................................................................  312
5.4.3.2.4 Weaving and decorating techniques...................................................................  314

5.4.3.3 Observations..............................................................................................................  316
5.4.4 Music and Musical Instruments........................................................................................  317

5.4.4.1 The lyre......................................................................................................................  318
5.4.4.2 The lute......................................................................................................................  320
5.4.4.3 The tambourine or frame drum and the oboe............................................................  322
5.4.4.4 Observations..............................................................................................................  324

5.4.5 Flora, Fauna, and Foodways.............................................................................................  326
5.4.5.1 Introduced plants and animals................................................................................... 326

5.4.5.1.1 Nuts, olives, pomegranate, and more................................................................. 327
5.4.5.1.2 Humpedback and/or zebu cattle.........................................................................  328
5.4.5.1.3 Wool-sheep.........................................................................................................  330
5.4.5.1.4 Observations.......................................................................................................  332

5.4.5.2 Irrigation and the shaduf............................................................................................  332
5.4.5.3 Viticulture, wine, and drinking habits.......................................................................  336

5.4.5.3.1 The evidence from the Near East.......................................................................  336
5.4.5.3.2 The evidence at Tell el-Dab‘a.............................................................................  337
5.4.5.3.3 The evidence from the New Kingdom............................................................... 338
5.4.5.3.4 Observations............................  340

5.4.6 Scarab and Seal Production..............................................................................................  340
5.4.6.1 Developments up to the late Middle Kingdom..........................................................  340
5.4.6.2 The Tell el-Dab‘a workshop......................................................................................  342
5.4.6.3 Continuation into the New Kingdom.........................................................................  343

5.5 Observations on Technological and Militaristic Transformations........................................... 347
6. The Transformation of Egypt.................................................................................................. 349

6.1 Introduction..............................   349
6.2 Contexts of Encounters and Agents of Change........................................................................  349
6.3 Change and Changing Continuities.........................................................................................  352
6.4 A Transformed Culture.............................................................................................................  356
6.5 A Final Glance......................................................................................................................... 357

Abbreviations...................................................................................................................................  361
Selected Bibliography.................................................................................................................... 363
List of Figures................................................................................................................................. 455


