
Contents

List of Illustrations ix

Acknowledgements xi

Introduction 
MARLEEN CRE, DIANA DENISSEN, and DENIS RENEVEY 1

Part I 
The Dynamics of Devotional Compilations

Building a Bestseller: The Priest, the Pear Tree,
and the Compiler 

VINCENT GILLESPIE 27

Compilation: The Gift that Keeps on Giving 
RALPH HANNA 63

Theorizing the Miscellaneous and the Middle English
Biblical Paratext 

IAN JOHNSON 83

A TalkyngoftheLove of God-. The Art of Compilation
and the Compiled Self 

ANNIE SUTHERLAND 109

Reading Late Medieval Devotional Compilations in the
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries 

MARGARET CONNOLLY 131

http://d-nb.info/1231743743


vi CONTENTS

Part II 
Compiling the Compilation: Manuscript Transmission

Form and Fluidity: Reshaping the Pore Caitifand. Contemplations 
of the Dread and Love of God in Oxford, Bodleian Library, 
MS Bodley 423 and Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Bodley 938

DIANA DENISSEN 157

Suffering for Love: Compilation and Asceticism in Life of Soul
SARAH MACMILLAN 171

Compilers’ Voices in Cambridge, University Library, MS Ii.6.40
MARLEEN CRE 193

Part III 
Compilation and Devotional Practice

A Hagiographic Compilation of Medieval Native Women in the
South English Legendaries: Oxford, Bodleian Library,
MS Bodley 779

MAMIKANNO 215

Devotional Compilations and Lollard Sanctity in a
Fifteenth-Century Anthology

NICOLE R. RICE 231

‘When is a man proude. When he wol not beknowen 
suche as he is’: Knowing Oneself in London, British Library, 
MS Additional 37787

SHERI SMITH 255

Resignation or Rebuttal? Three Biblical Exempla in
Richard Whitford’s Dyuers Holy Instrucyons and Teachynges

BRANDON ALAKAS 271

Part IV 
Mystics Compiled

‘Desyrable is thi name’: Fashioning the Name of Jesus 
in Some Devotional Compilations

DENIS RENEVEY 291



CONTENTS vii

The Scale of Perfection in Devotional Compilations 
MICHAEL G. SARGENT 309

The Liber specialisgratiae in a Devotional Anthology: London,
British Library, MS Harley 494

NAOE KUKITA YOSHIKAWA 341

PartV 
Texts, Images, and Affect

The Living Book of Cambridge, Trinity College, MS B. 15.42:
Compilation, Meditation, and Vision

LAURA SAETVEIT MILES 363

The Desert of Religion-. A Textual and Visual Compilation 
ANNEMOURON 385

What Grace in Presence: Affective Literacies in
The Chastising of God's Children

A. S. LAZIKANI 411

Afterword

The Terminology and Ethos of Vernacular Compilatio 
NICHOLAS WATSON 435

Index of Manuscripts 457

General Index 459


