Contents

PIETACE ..veeuieiieieiiiete ettt ettt ettt st a e st e a ettt e et et esne e eaenes A%
ADDIEVIALIONS ..cuiiuiiniriiiieirceiie ettt ettt ettt e ae b e e sbe b st et e e e s enesans XIII
List Of i1IUSIIAtIONS ....coveeuieirieeiieieiieieieeeece ettt ettt ettt e e e ens XvIl
Chapter 1: Basic Elements of Mithraism .........cc.cocooeeoveeenrinenscnnessenecneenes 1
§ 1. Character and Bias of Ancient Sources on Mithraism .........c.cccceevveviininniicennens 1
§ 2. The Seven Grades of INIIAtION ......ccceeveervrerirrrerrierirrreeseeeeenessreseeseessessesneesseenne 5
§ 3. The Initiatory RitUALS ....cccorvieiiiiiiieeieeeeeteee ettt eaees 10
§ 4. The Fourth Grade: Leo and his God JUDIteT ........cceeveniverecirvcnniinenninncnicsnenes 16
§ 5. A Christian Imitation of the Seven Initiation Grades .........cccoccevvvnsernrncncnncnncn. 20
§ 6. The MithraiC Cave .......cccceecerreererrecreenieniecerrtesteeeesteseesreeeeeneesansenesnessseseesseenne 22
§ 7. The Two Niches in the Mithraic Cave ..........coceceveveenenerienieneecenenceeseeneesseenene 25
§ 8. Theories on the Cultural Origin of MithraiSm ........cccccecceeveeeininceieennnneneerensenene 26
§ 9. Mithraism from Zoroaster to Plato ........ccccevieeeeieeeneencerreenreenieseeseeneeneeeeesseeseenns 28
§ 10. How Christian was Roman MithraiSm .............ccceceereerverncenneniennninneenrensenseesienne 30
§ 11. History of Scholarly Research in Mithraism .........cccceeeveevuenivnsienrennnecsneninennene 35
Chapter 2: Mithraism, Kings, and EMperors ..........cccccoeceeevmecnecenecenscrenns 41
§ 12. How were the Roman Emperors involved in Mithraism? ..........cccceoceevvcevcncnenne 41
§ 13. Who Was Mithras? ......cocceceeriinininintintneneenieneeetesscsessicssseseesseessesnesssones 45
§ 14. Mithras and the Kings .....ccccovvvininiiiiinininininicinccicsecscsesseessaessene 50
§ 15. The King as MIthras ....c...cocceveecrieiiinininereenteententeecstencseestessessressesssssnes 53
§ 16. Tauroctony on Coins from Tarsus ......cccecceevevirninienciinineinenienineeeieencsseones 59
§ 17, INVICHUS .evenenreteericteintetitses ettt ss s s s es st e ae s s e b esn st ssne s ssssanensesnsnnsns 61
§ 18. The Cosmocrator and other Imperial Iconographies ............ceceeveeiriicniiinninine. 64
§ 19. Victoria and the Imperial Eagle ..o 68
§ 20. Sol and the EMPETOT ......c.oviviiiiiiiiiiiiiniicicctecrenr ettt 71
§ 21. The Apotheosis of Roman EMPEror ..o 73
§ 22. The Priests 0f APOLIO ....cceveiviericiiniiiitiicici s 78
§ 23. APOLIO — MIthIas .....cceovevireemriiiriiiiiiiiinninete st oresesserens 80
§ 24. A Persian God with Divus AUZUSHUS .....ccccovieiniiiiniininineiiisenceeneins 83

Bibliografische Informationen

http://d-nb.info/1124477004 digitalisiert durch \) 1


http://d-nb.info/1124477004

X Contents

§ 25. Salvation 0f the SOUL ......cccveieieiieeeeeeee s 91
§ 26. Mithras between Imperial Apotheosis and damnatio memoriae ......................... 98
Chapter 3: The Myths of the Origins (left Predellas) ..o 103
§ 27. Victoria and Mithras I: Saturn’s Dream ..........cccccocveerieeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeesreeennn 103
§ 28. Victoria and Mithras II: The Birth of Mithras from the Rock .........c.ccccvvnennenee. 107
§ 29. Victoria and Mithras III: from Gigantomachy to the Birth of Mithras ............... 112
§ 30. The Miracle of the Water and the Birth of a New Humankind ........................... 114
§ 31. Jupiter at Actium, the Gigantomachy, and the Sistrum ...........cccovevrvveerirrenenee. 117
§ 32. The Mithraic PrOPRecy .......cccoceeeeireiniriiienieeeseree ettt 120
§ 33. The End of the Civil War and the Prophecy .........ccceoeveeeeveveececiececereceeeeenenn 126
§ 34. The Magi at Bethlehem........cccccovieiriieciinieeceeeeeeteeeeeeeecee et 134
§ 35. Mithras as an ATCRET ........ccuevueveieiiieieiesiecteeteee et ereeve et ere e en s eree b s eaeenes 136
§ 36. Appendix 1. Cautes and CautOPates .......cc.ceceveeverererrerererrererteresresseeseeresesseens 138

Chapter 4: The Myth of the Bull

(Central Scene and Upper Predellas) ... 145
§ 37. The Sacrifice of the BUll ......c..ccoiiviiiiiiieeeeeeee ettt eneeens 145
§ 38. The Meaning of the Mithraic Bull .........cocoviviiiriniinirneneereeseeeenes 151
§ 39. Danaos, the Bull, and AUGUSIUS .....ccocceierierieriiniieinneereteseerreetesiesesseseeasseesaseas 152
§ 40. The Bull 0N @ BOAL ....c..ooeieeieieetieeeteereeeee et eeteereereeeseeessereenseeseeeseeneensens 155
§ 41. Mercury and the Transitus .....c.cccceeeevriinrneneneneeeeeetetet et eseeseseesae e eseeseenees 161
§ 42. Salvation in the Mysteries 0f Mithras .......c.cccceceeeeeeeeeveesreeeeeceeeceeeceeeeeseeeeneeens 166
§ 43. Mithras the HUNLET .......cceeeeieieeiieieeeeteetee ettt re et e reera s seaneas 169

Chapter 5: Sol’s Coronation and Mithras’ Apotheosis

(Right Predellas) ...t sssssnsas 171
§ 44. The Right Predellas: Mithras and Sol .......ccceovveirecinnennenreriireneereeneeseenienns 171
§ 45. Mithras® APOthEOSIS ..ccccuerureriririerteieeieneecr ettt reese e s s st s st esee e esaesens 178
§ 46. Refusing the CIOWIL .....coueeieieiiieteiceieece ettt et e e st teeeseesae s 183
§ 47. The Spread of Mithraism in the Roman Empire ..........ccccevenicrvncnurncnenenenene. 185
§ 48. Imperial Freedmen and MithraiSm ........ccccccecerirervieninncniennncneiecieeccneicrecnnes 189
§ 49. From NEero t0 VESPASIAN ....ccceevvrrrerrreenreereereersresinassiessessuesssesssessesssesssessssssesssesses 192

§ 50. Appendix 2. Tiridates’ Coronation and MithraiSm ........cc.cecceeceververneisenuececscenens 199



Contents XI

Chapter 6: The Mithraic AiONES .......cco...cooovvomrveereceereeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeee e 205
§ 51. Mazdaism vs. MIthraiSm ..........eoueceeuieieriereieriectieeceeet ettt 205
§ 52. The Lion-Headed GOd .........cocveveeieveeieniereieieece ettt eenes 207
§ 53. Orphic Pattern in MithraisSm ..........ccocevvermeeerrineeeieeeeeeeee e 215
§ 54. The Lion and the SNaKe .........ccocieieieniiieieeceiceeceeeeee et eve et esee e seeneees 218
§ 55. The Supreme Triad of MIthraiSm ..........ccoocovvivivieiriieieeeeee oot eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenas 223
§ 56. Treatment of MazdaiSm .........c.coeueiereeveriereiereecrcceeeereecceee ettt 227
§ 57. Tarsian Culture under the Roman EMPire ..........cccoveeueveveerveeineeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeas 228
§ 58. Sandas, the Tarsian God of War and of the Dead ......ccocovveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnn. 232
§ 59. The God of the Dead is raised to the Hypercosmic World ...........ccccoevevevevennene. 236
Chapter 7: The System of Planetary and Hypercosmic Gods ................... 241
§ 60. The Seven Gods According to History. The First Four Gods .............ccocoeuenen.... 241
§ 61. The Seven Gods According to Ancient Theogonies .........c.cceceveveervereeveverennee. 242
§ 62. The Three Uppermost Initiatory Grades ..........ceeeveeeereeveneereveeiveereereeseeieennene 243
§ 63. The Geography of @ MIthraeum ..........ccceceeueeierieieicrecieieceeceeeeeeece e eveeene 246
§ 64. The Whole System of Mithraic GOdS ........cccceeverrereeereveviricreercicereeeeeee s 252
§ 65. The Mithraic Trangle ........c.cccoceveevecnieennnnerertreerir e ese et se e 257
§ 66. The Central Position 0f SOl ........ccccceoeeivimnierireeireieeecieee e 259
§ 67. The Mithraic THEOZONY .....coceverieeirriririrreeetectrteeee ettt er e e 260
Chapter 8: Mithraism and the Magic ArtS ........ccc.coorveerveeerrrerrreerrereerreesreenes 265
§ 68. Magic DECEPLIONS ....ecoveivireeieriiieietetitnre st s e e reesn e erse s essernessesserseseesseseeneons 265
§ 69. Knowledge of natural Substances among Hellenistic Magi ........ccceceeuerrerennne... 269
§ 70. Magical Performances at Banquets ..........cccececerievierienreneerecreneeieseeseeveeeseenennns 270
§ T1. SUPPOSEA MAGI ...ttt ettt et ettt ea e ens 274
§ 72. Gnostic Imitations of magic Performances .............ccocevueerveceruevenreseeesnecereeennne. 276
§ 73. Speaking SKUILS ......coccevirirreerenienieretetetere e steae et s e ere e e e eseeressesassnneneans 277
§ 74. Tricks during Mithraic Banquets ......c....ccceceeeiriereeneerieeeeeteeecete et eresse s 282
§ 75. Deception OF TTULh? ....coviiiiiiic ettt a b ss e nnens 286
§ 76. How was a Mithraic Community organized? .........cccceeveeeeeeriereneveeseenneeseennes 289
§ 77. The Psychological Impact of the Mysteries of Mithras .........ccccccovvereerveereennennen. 292
§ 78. Teaching within the three higher Grades .........ccceeveeveeeeveecceecrceeeeececeeeee 293
§ 79. Mithraic Secrecy and public Cults .........cccceccrvievieiiricrcniinineeenenecteseenr e 295
Chapter 9: The Evolution of the Mithraism ..o, 297
§ 80. Serapis in SOmMeE MIthraea .......c.ccccceceeiricinieinencrerenereeetesee et rnene e seeeas 297

§ 81. Hecate in SOme Mithra€a ...........cccevveeveeirreeenemsereeseensenseeseessesssessssssssessesssessees 300



XII Contents

Chapter 10: Para-MithraiSm ...........cc.ccoooeverueiineinscesieneeniesses s 303
§ 82. Mithraic Worship out of the Mithraea .........cceceeevvivireirvenevenineceneeeseeeeene 303
§ 83. The Mithraic Catechism from EGYPt ......cccoeeiivirierennennnieinineeccneeenenenesaenes 307
§ 84. The “Mithras LItUIZY” ....cccerririrrirereereseet ettt see s see s saens 308
Chapter 11: The latest devotees of Mithras ...........ccooeovronrionrineinrcnninnins 313
§ 85. The End of MIthIaiSIm ..c.coueiiireriienieiinieiecetetet e st st eseee e sane e en 313
§ 86. The Mysteries of Mithras in the Christian EMPIre .......ccoccoovveeveevieeeereneneneenens 317
§ 87. Julian the Emperor and the Mysteries of Mithras .........cccccecvevverievienenecenenennens 321
§ 88. Julian and the Imperial Id€0IOZY .....ccccovverveirieriieieceeeeere e 324
§ 89. Romanization of Eastern Cults .........cccccceveniinierieneniensinstentineessessesseseescsesseseene 327
BiIblIOZIAPRY ...c.vcveuiriiriticntetrerieceeeeetseseee et ettt ee e et e se et 333
INACX ottt 343
L General INAEX....c.ccoveiiiirieiierctceetece ettt sttt e e st sttt en 343



