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Map

Our handy map will help you to
get an idea of Honolulu’s layout
and better navigate the key areas
in this guide.
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Need to know

From language and customs to
cash and quirks of the weather,
this cheat sheet will give you the

basics for your stay in Honolulu.
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A boom in tourism in the 1960s
has left Honolulu with an eclectic
assortment of accommodation
options. Whether you prefer the
dependable big chains or Waikiki’s
famed historic hotels such as The
Royal Hawaiian, our guide will
point you towards the best bets
for bedding down.
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Food and drink

With a fresh emphasis on the

use of Hawaiian produce, the
dining scene in Honolulu takes in
traditional cuisine as well as the
fusion of styles brought by waves
of immigrants. Check out the
variety in our guide to restaurants,
bars, farmers’ markets and more.
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Retail

Why stick to Waikiki, with its
tourist-geared shops, when

you can travel further afield and
sample the lesser-known brands
and products of the islands? We
reveal the treasures that are tucked
away off the beaten track, just
waiting for you to snap them up.
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Things we’d buy

It wouldn’t be a Hawaiian holiday
without an aloha shirt but if you're
looking to take home a range of
mementos, this list of products
and specialities makes the perfect
shopping list.
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Essays

There’s a lot more to Honolulu
than beaches, surfing and lei.
Monocle asks a range of locals
and other experts about the things
that comprise the destination’s
individual culture and charisma,
from art and literature to Elvis

and Spam.
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Honolulu's diverse arts scene
reinterprets what it means to be
Hawaiian. Celebrating a hybrid
cultural identity brought by
settlers from Europe and Asia,
its museums, fashion and music
have a unique appeal.
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Design and architecture
Honolulu is home to a tropical
modernist style that dates back to
its transformation from backwater
to travel hotspot. Taking in the
work of Vladimir Ossipoff — whose
buildings typify this style - plus
the older delights of Chinatown
and the more recent additions

to the city, we point design
aficionados in the right direction.
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Sport and fitness

You can't visit Honolulu and not
check out the beaches, which

is why we’ve rounded up all the
best destinations for surfing,
paddle-boarding, snorkelling or
just relaxing. But don’t let that
be the limit of your activity: there
are a host of walking, cycling and
running trails to enjoy as well.
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Walks

One of the best ways to explore
Honolulu is by foot so be sure
to pack your walking shoes.
Join us as we show you four
ways to enjoy the city at a more
leisurely pace.
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Beyond the city

Looking to explore a little further
afield? Leave the city limits behind
for the day and experience these
out-of-town trips that we've
tailored for your enjoyment.
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Local lingo, top tunes, tips for
getting around town, what to do
on rainy days and much more

- all in one handy guide.
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About Monocle

Find out more about our global
brand, from groundbreaking
print, radio, online and film output
through to our cafés and shops.
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