
Contents

Acknowledgements 5
Introduction 8

Classical Antecedents . 13
The Earliest Medieval Maps with Sea Monsters: Beatus Mappaemundi 14
“Let the Waters Bring Forth Abundantly”： Sea Monsters in the Creation 23
Sea Monsters in the Harbor of Brindisi 25
An Imagined Mappamundi with Sea Monsters 26
Sea Monsters on the Ceiling 27
Giant Sea Monsters on Two Small Mappaemundi 28
“A Vast Sea Where There is Nothing But the Abode of Monsters” 31
Two Monumental Mappaemundi with Few Sea Monsters 33
^ r e e  Sea M onstes Battling in the Atlantic 37

Pictorial Excursus: I  Dangers of Sea Monsters 38

Sea Monsters on Nautical Charts: Giant Octopuses Sirens，Sharks 40
How to Buy a Sea Monster 48
■ a l in g  Between M ph and Reality 50
A Nest of Sea Monsters at the Bottom of the World 52
l a l e s  as Big as Mountains 54
Terrifying Monsters in the Indian Ocean 55
A Skeptic about Sea Monsters: Fra Mauro 56

Pictorial Excursus: Whimsical Sea Monsters 58

Invented Sea Monsters in the C iru  60
The Manuscript with the Most Sea Monsters 61
Sea Monsters in Printed Editions of Ptolemy 66

http://d-nb.info/1081157615


The Sea Monsters of the Earliest Surviving Terrestrial Globe 68
Sea Monsters ofWaldseemiillers Map of 1507 and Schöner’s Globe of 1515 71

Lighting a Fire on a Whale’s Back 76

Pictorial Excursus: ế  Cartographic Career of the Walrus 78

The Debut of the Sea Monsters of the Renaissance 80
Olaus Magnus and the Most Important Sea Monsters of the Sixteenth Century 81 
Mercator’s Globe of 1541: Influence of Olaus Magnus 86
The Ulpius Globe: Sea Monsters Before ^ e i r  Time 88
〜 Monster that Stops Ships in ^ e i r T r a ^  89

Pictorial Excursus: More Whimsical Sea Monsters 92

From Sea Dragons to a Sawfish: Rylands Library Map of 1546 94
Evidence of a Sea Monster Specialist 97
The Curious Career of the Flying Turtle 98
如  Edecticism of Giacomo Gastaldi 100

Sea Monsters of Gerard Mercator’s Great Map of 1569 103
Sea Monsters Cavorting Among the Mediterranean Isles 105
lh e  Sea Monsters Surrounding Iceland in the First Atlas 108
A Haunting Sea Monster Reappears 112
Whales Fantastic and Realistic at the End of the Sixteenth Century 112
Two New World Sea Monsters 114
Conclusion 116

Endnotes 120
Index 142
Index of Manuscripts 144


