TABLE OF CONTENTS

5

Prologue il

The GDRin hindsight . . .. ........................ 9 3
-
=z

7 OCTOBER 1949 S

FOUNDATIONOF ASTATE . ... ...t evrns 16 w

Moscow and Berlin. Conditions . . . ................. 19 2

“And so Everything is in the Balance.” Setting the course . . 22 2

Heading towards two German states .. .............. 33 z

The founding ofthe GDR. . . ........ ... ... ... .... 1

17 JUNE 1953

UPRISING AGAINST THE DICTATORSHIP .. ..... 48

Claim to absolute power. . .. ...................... 51

Intensified class struggle. The first attempt at socialism .. 57

The People’s Uprising . . ...................... ... 64

13 AUGUST 1961

WALLEDUPUTOPIA. . ... ittt i et tnannnaes 82

Calm afterthestormm . ........................... 85

From de-Stalinisation and backagain. . .............. 89

A new attempt at socialism. ........ ... ... ... ... 93

Building of the BerlinWall. . .......... ... ... ... ... 99

3 MAY 1971

FROM ULBRICHT TO HONECKER ............ 120

Arrangements behind the Wall . . ............... ... 123

Economicreformefforts ........................ 128

L ) ) E 1J HE|
Bibliografische Informationen digitalisiert durch NATI L
http://d-nb.info/1057927171 1B IPT E



http://d-nb.info/1057927171

One step forward, two stepsback . .. ............... 132
Walter Ulbricht’sremoval. . . ..................... 140

16 NOVEMBER 1976

BIERMANN AND THE CONSEQUENCES........ 146
Anew“maintask” .. ....... ... ... .. ... ... . ... 149
Between confidence and resignation. . .............. 156
Wolf Biermann’s expatriation. . . .................. 165

7 SEPTEMBER 1987

AVISITTOWESTGERMANY ... ......o000u. 172
“ On the brink of the last decade. . .. .. .............. 175
The catastrophicyear. ... ....................... 180
Interiorerosion . ........ ... ... .. .. .. . . i . 186
Erich HoneckerinBonn. ... ..................... 193

9 NOVEMBER 1989

THEFALLOFTHEWALL ........citientens 206
Beforethestorm . ............... ... .......... 209
“We are thepeople!”. . ........ ... ... ... ... .... 213
The Fallof theWall . .. ..... ... ... ... ... ....... 232

3 OCTOBER 1990

GERMANUNITY ... ...ttt ettt onanssas 244
An countryinbreak-up. . .......... ... ... L 247
“We are one People!”. . ....... .. ... ... ... .. ... 256
The path to German Unity. ................... ... 265
Epilogue

The GDRattheend. . .......................... 277
APPENDIX. . . .. ittt e it ittt esaesanns 282
List of abbreviations. . . . ......... ... .. ... ....... 283
Additional literature. . . .. ......... ... ... .. ... ... 285
Listofsources . ...... ...ty 285
List of illustrations .. ........... ... ... ... ....... 286

Acknowledgment. ......... ... ... ... o 287



