
Contents 

Introduction 6 

CHAPTER 1 Preliminaries for conversation 13 

Introduction 13 

1.1 Expressive intonation 14 

Handout 1.1a Expressive intonation, Low intermediate-Intermediate 16 

Handout 1.1b Expressive intonation, Upper-intermediate-Advanced 17 

1.2 Effective pausing when reading aloud 18 
Handout 1,2a Nine proverbs and aphorisms, 

Low intermediate-Intermediate 20 

Handout 1.2b Ten proverbs and aphorisms, 

Intermediate-Upper-intermediate 20 

Handout 1.2c Two mini conversations, Low intermediate-Intermediate 21 

1.3 Punctuation fun 22 

1.4 Student power dictation 24 

CHAPTER 2 Interviews with celebrities 26 

Introduction 26 

2.1 Interviews with celebrities 28 

Handout 2.1a Interviewing a princess, Low Intermediate-Intermediate 32 

Handout 2.1b Interviewing a princess, Upper-Intermediate-Advanced 33 

Handout2.1c Interviewing a pirate, Intermediate 34 

Handout 2.Id Interviewing a gentleman pirate, 

Upper-Intermediate-Advanced 35 

Handout 2.1e Interviewing a lady pirate, Intermediate-Advanced 36 

Handout 2.1f Interviewing a mermaid, Intermediate-Advanced 37 

Handout 2.1g Interviewing a painter, Intermediate-Advanced 38 

Handout 2.1h Interviewing a multi-billionaire, 

Low Intermediate-Intermediate 39 

Handout 2.1i Interviewing a multi-billionaire, 

Intermediate-Upper-Intermediate 40 

Handout 2.1 j Interviewing a world-famous lion, 

Low Intermediate-Intermediate 41 

Handout 2.k Interviewing a king, Low Intermediate 42 

2.2 How imaginative and alert do you feel? 43 

http://d-nb.info/104334361X

http://d-nb.info/104334361X


CHAPTER 3 Surprising questions and easy riddles 44 

Introduction 44 

3.1 Surprising questions 46 

Handouts 3.1 a—t Low intermediate-Advanced 51 

Handouts 3.1 u-x Upper-intermediate-Advanced 71 

3.2 'What am I?' riddles 75 

Handouts 3.2a—f Intermediate 77 

3.3 Rhyme riddles 83 

Handouts 3a—f Low intermediate-Intermediate 84 

CHAPTER 4 Grammar questionnaires 87 

Introduction 87 

4.1 Grammar questionnaires 88 
Handout 4.1a Modified comparatives {aboutas... as), 

Low intermediate 93 

Handout 4.1 b Modified comparatives (thesame... as (a)...), 

Intermediate' 95 

Handout 4.1c How long does it take ... to ..?, 

Low intermediate-Intermediate 97 

Handout 4.1d Superlatives, Low intermediate-Intermediate 98 

Handout 4.1e Should ...?, Low intermediate-Intermediate 100 

Handout 4.1f Have you (ever)?, Low intermediate-Intermediate 102 

Handout 4.1 g What do we use (in order) to ...?/ What do people do to ...?, 

Intermediate 104 

Handout 4.1 h It's for ...-ing. What is it?, 

Intermediate-Upper-intermediate 106 

Handout 4.1i Second conditional, Low intermediate-Intermediate 108 

Handout 4.1j Second conditional, Upper-intermediate-Advanced 110 

Handout 4.1k Have someone do something, Upper-intermediate 112 

Handout 4.11 How can you get (it to)... ?/keep (it) from ...?, 

Upper-intermediate 114 



CHAPTER 5 Topic questionnaires 116 

Introduction 116 

5.1 The basic procedure 117 

5.2 Procedure for lower-level learners 119 

Handout 5a Shopping, Low intermediate-Intermediate 121 

Handout 5b Shopping, Upper-intermediate-Advanced 123 

Handout 5c Sounds, Intermediate-Advanced 125 

Handout 5d Sounds, Upper-intermediate-Advanced 129 

Handout 5e Sounds, Reactions sheet ' 133 

Handout 5f Travel, Low intermediate-Advanced 134 

Handout 5g Travel, Extra questions, Upper-intermediate-Advanced 136 

Handout 5h Teeth, Intermediate-Advanced 137 

CHAPTER 6 Working from conversational frames 138 

Introduction 138 

6.1 Everyday sequences 139 

6.1a Shopping in a supermarket, Low intermediate-Intermediate 140 

6.1b Shopping in a supermarket, Intermediate 141 

6.1c Giving someone a birthday present, 

Upper-elementary-Low intermediate 141 

6.2 Can't say 'Yes'/ Can't say 'No' 142 

6.3 Four-corner topic cards 144 

6.4 Strip conversations 147 

Handout 6.4a A strip conversation, Intermediate-Advanced 149 

Handout 6.4b A strip conversation, Upper-intermediate-Advanced 150 

6.5 Letter on the board 151 

6.6 One, two, three words 153 

6.7 Personal headlines 154 

6.8 Guess the topic 155 

6.9 Free-style 157 

Bibliography 159 


