
CONTENTS

PREFACE i

LIST OF DIAGRAMS, TABLES, MAPS AND DRAWINGS. . . . xiii

LIST OF PHOTOS xv

1. THE LAND, ITS PEOPLE AND THEIR ORGANISATION. . . 1

1.1. EARLY RESEARCH AND LITERATURE ON THE KOMA . . 1

1.2. THE LAND, AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS 5

1.3. THE KOMA VILLAGES 13
1.3.1. Yikpabongo 16
1.3.2. Wuntubri 24
1.3.3. Tantuosi 25
1.3.4. BayebaTighj 26
1.3.5. Nangurma (Biyansi) 29
1.3.6. The Gold Mining Camps 31
1.3.7. Senta (Centre, Center) 43

1.4. POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ORGANISATION 46
1.4.1. Chieftaincy 46
1.4.2. Court Officials 49

1.4.2.1. Installation 49
1.4.2.2. The Installation Rites as'Rites de Passage' . . . 56
1.4.2.3. Ma(n)gazia, the Leader of Women 57

1.4.3. Clanship and Chieftaincy 58
1.4.4. Chieftaincy and Clanship in Komaland 61
1.4.5. The Village-Meeting (lagimin) 62
1.4.6. Tigii) and Gbaai): Social, Economic and Religious Units . 63
1.4.7. Tigin and Gbaan: Architectural and Spatial Structure . . . 68

1.5. HISTORY OF THE KOMA 72
1.5.1. History of Yikpabongo, Barisi and Wuntubri

('Southern Koma') 72
1.5.2. Tantuosi 78
1.5.3. Bayeba Tigin 79

Bibliografische Informationen
http://d-nb.info/1000449092

digitalisiert durch

http://d-nb.info/1000449092


viii CONTENTS

1.5.4. Nangurma and Senta (Centre) 82
1.5.5. General Remarks on Koma History 89

1.5.5.1. Further Methods and Sources 89
1.5.5.2. The Dynamic Character of Koma History . . . . 91

2. CRAFTS AND OBJECTS OF MATERIAL CULTURE 93

2.1. KOMA CRAFTS AND THEIR PRODUCTS 93
2.1.1. Building Techniques 93
2.1.2. Wood Carving 98
2.1.3. Calabashes 102
2.1.4. Fibres, Strings and Basketry 102
2.1.5. Ceramics 109
2.1.6. Metal Work 113

2.2. KOMA HOUSEHOLDS: WOMEN'S ACTIVITIES AND
TOOLS 117
2.2.1. Dawa-Dawa and Shea Butter Production 123
2.2.2. Akuri'sRoom 128
2.2.3. The Koma Use of Vessels: a Comparison with the Bulsa . 130

2.3. MUSICAL AND SOUND INSTRUMENTS 132
2.3.1. Idiophones 132
2.3.2. Membranophones 139
2.3.3. Cordophones 143
2.3.4. Aerophones 143

2.4. 'ANCESTRAL TREASURES'AND MAGICAL OBJECTS. . .147

3. FIRST NOTES ON KOMA RELIGION 159

3.1. THE IDEA OF THE DIVINE IJMir) AND ITS SHRINES . . . .162
3.1.1. God in Heaven: the Supreme Being 162
3.1.2. I)mil): the Personal Shrine 168
3.1.3. The Ancestral I)mig and Haaliq 172
3.1.4. The Procedure of Ancestral and Non-Ancestral

Sacrifices 179
3.1.5. The Structure and Contents of the Prayers 180
3.1.6. The I)min Jorun Shrine 182

3.2. MEDICINE AND MEDICINE-SHRINES 187
3.2.1. Bone Fractures 189
3.2.2. Snake Medicine 190
3.2.3. Unconsciousness 193



CONTENTS ix

3.2.4. Other Native Medicines 194

3.2.5. 'Love medicines': Daataala, Kataalhj and
Kaliboolikuzeni 196

3.2.6. Kogla 200

3.2.7. Twin-Medicine (Yiiba Gbien) 202

3.2.8. The Guri-Shrine 206

3.2.9. The Hunting-Shrine (Yalta Gbien or Yalta Daagrin). . . .209

3.2.10. The Gime-Shrine 217

3.3. THE JUA^-SHRINE (by Franz Kröger and Ben Baluri) 219

3.3.1. Acquiring a Juan-shrine 221

3.3.2. Qualities and Dangers 224

3.3.3. Inheritance and Distribution 226

3.4. TAI)GBAr)-SHRINES 228

3.4.1. The Village and the Clan Tangbai) 230

3.4.2. The Compound Tangban 232

3.4.3. Secondary Taijgbarj-Shrines 233

3.4.3.1. Dani 233

3.4.3.2. Ziama (by Ben Baluri and Franz Kroger) . . . .235

3.4.3.3. Kota 239

3.5. THETOIJ-NAABORTOrjGU-SHRINE 241

3.6. JADDrj-SHRINES 243

3.6.1. Gbana-Shrines 244

3.6.2. Waakpiin-Shrines 245

3.7. OTHER SHRINES 246

3.8. THE RAINMAKER (Niwasiru) 248

3.9. DIVINATION 250

3.9.1. Introduction 250

3.9.2. Vocation and Ordination of a Diviner 253

3.9.3. A Diviner's Techniques and Equipment 257

3.9.3.1. Consultations with Code Objects and the
Binary Method 257

3.9.3.2. Consultations with only a Wand 263

3.9.4. Classification and Analysis of Koma Divinatory
Techniques 266



x CONTENTS

4. THE HUMAN LIFE-CYCLE AND ITS RITES DE PASSAGE
(by Ben Baluri Saibu) 271

4.1. PREGNANCY AND BIRTH 271
4.1.1. Barrenness 271
4.1.2. Contraception 272
4.1.3. Abortion (miiri taanin, 'to deliver and throw away') . . .273
4.1.4. Premarital Birth and Illegitimate Children 274
4.1.5. Publicising the First Pregnancy 276
4.1.6. Antenatal Activities 279
4.1.7. Birth (maarirj) 282
4.1.8. Falling off of the Umbilical Cord 284
4.1.9. Abnormal Births 287
4.1.10. Twins 287
4.1.11. Stillbirths and Miscarriages 288

4.2. OUTDOORING AND NAMING A CHILD 290
4.2.1. Outdooring (a nyir) yialin: to send the baby outside the

room) 291
4.2.2. Giving a sighj-name 292
4.2.3. Types of Names 296

4.2.3.1. Sigin: Ancestral and Shrine-Names 296
4.2.3.2. Proverbial Names (nandagi saaij) and Names

appertaining to Personal Experiences and
Wishes 297

4.2.3.3. Commemorating a Notable Event 297
4.2.3.4. Place or Time of Birth 298
4.2.3.5. Twins' names 298
4.2.3.6. Jocular Names (susuta saan) 298
4.2.3.7. Youngsters' Names (Nahaata saan/liati saajj) . .298
4.2.3.8. Weekday Names 298
4.2.3.9. Marriage Names (haguhaala saan - new

wife's naming) 299
4.2.4. Changes to Traditional Naming Practice 299

4.3. SCARIFICATIONS 299

4.4. COMING OF AGE 300
4.4.1. Wrestling (miisi) 301
4.4.2. Becoming a Hunter 303

4.4.2.1. First Shooting Exercises 303
4.4.2.2. Initiation as a Hunter (Kaarin) 303



CONTENTS xi

4.5. COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE 305
4.5.1. Courtship 306
4.5.2. Other Forms of arranging a Marriage 307

4.5.2.1. Marrying a House Help (dwubbh)) 307
4.5.2.2. Marrying a Widow (kpihogu) 308
4.5.2.3. Betrothal at an Early Age 308
4.5.2.4. Kidnapping the Girl Friend (hDgu yikin) 308
4.5.2.5. Seduction of a Married Woman (hogu

gbatikii)) 309
4.5.3. The Use of an Intermediary (sieyiiltu) 311
4.5.4. 'Greeting' (a waasi) the In-laws with Presents and

Services 313
4.5.5. Bringing the Bride to the Husband's Compound 315
4.5.6. Arrival of the Bride 315
4.5.7. 'Do not search for Your Daughter, She is with Us' . . . .318
4.5.8. The Dugu Dance and Marriage Names 318
4.5.9. Household Chattels 319
4.5.10. Taking up Her Own Room (a nyinjuog) 319
4.5.11. Removing a Prohibition (a vuari chuara) and Sexual

Life 320
4.5.12. Bridal Services (haniiti) 321
4.5.13. Joking Relations (susuta) with Affinal Relatives 324
4.5.14. Divorce (a zeti hogu/churu - to refuse a wife/husband) . .324
4.5.15. The Adultery Cleansing Ritual (memberjisi) 325

4.6. DEATH AND BURIAL 326
4.6.1. The Time of Koma Funeral Celebrations 326
4.6.2. Death 326
4.6.3. Wailing and Messages 326
4.6.4. Soothsaying (bugiti) and the Fowl Oracle (IJmirjka

puole kpian) 327
4.6.5. Carrying a Stretcher (chii gbDij) 328
4.6.6. Bathing the Corpse (a sii kumbu nyaarj) 330
4.6.7. Burial Dress (logiti) 330
4.6.8. Laying out the Corpse (dalali) 330
4.6.9. Burial Arrangements 331
4.6.10. Burial after Bad Death (kum biarj) 331
4.6.11. Types of Graves and the Position of the Corpse 332
4.6.12. Personal Experience 333



xii CONTENTS

4.6.13. Instrumental Music and Dirges 334
4.6.14. Visitors 335
4.6.15. The Figure at the Main Entrance 336
4.6.16. The Last Day 337
4.6.17. Rituals of the Last Day and Gifts to the Gravediggers . .338
4.6.18. Bridal Services (haniiti) 339
4.6.19. Expression of Gratitude 339
4.6.20. Ghost (kogiq) 340
4.6.21. Visit by the Spirit of a Deceased Husband 341

4.6.22. Widowhood Rites (ligi kpihogiti) and Remarriage . . . .341

CONCLUSION: THE KOMA AMONG THEIR NEIGHBOURS .345

APPENDIX 353
I) FIELDNOTES AND ANALYTICAL COMMENTS ON KOMA

FUNERALS (Franz Kroger) 353
1. Komo's Funeral (kurj) 354

First day (January 29th, 2005). 354
Second day (January 30th, 2005) 362
Third day (January 31st, 2005) 369

2. Adisa's and Ndiibakuag's Funeral 386
3. Final Funeral Celebrations in Tantuosi 394
4. Koma Funeral Rites as Rites de Passage 396
5. Koma and Bulsa Funeral Rites Compared 400

Co-operation of Clans 400
Joking Relationships 405

II) WORDLIST K3NNI-ENGLISH 411

III) KOMA NAMES : KDNNI AND OTHER NAMES USED IN
KOMALAND 502

IV) INVENTORY OF AKURI'S HOUSEHOLD 507

BIBLIOGRAPHY 511

INDEX 525


