
Table of Contents

Introduction 7

1 What is Religion? 9

1.1 Different Concepts of Religion 11
1.2 Defining Religion 14
1.3 Philosophy of Religion 21

2 Criticizing Religion 25

2.1 Religious Beliefs are Unreliable 25
2.2 Religion is Irrational 30
*2. 3 Religious Beliefs are Meaningless 34
2.4 Religion is Harmful 38

3 Faith and Reason 43

3.1 Rationalism 44
3.2 Reformed Epistemology 46
3.3 Pragmatism 49
3.4 Fideism 55

4 Religious Experience 61

4.1 What is Religious Experience? 61
4.2 The Principle of Credulity 64
4.3 Are Religious Experiences credible? 68

5 Religious Diversity 77

5.1 Is there Really a Problem? Relativism 78
5.2 Truth and Salvation: The Metaphysical Problem 80
5.3 Uncertainty and Reason: The Epistemic Problem 86
5.4 Tolerance and Freedom: The Ethical Problem 88

6 Religious Language 93

6.1 What does Religious Language mean? 94
6.2 What do Religious Predicates mean? 101
6.3 Reference 106

7 Religion and Morality 109

7.1 Divine Command Ethics and the Euthyphro Dilemma 110
7.2 Religious Beliefs as Motives 113
7.3 Newman: The Voice of Conscience 114
7.4 Kant's Moral Argument 117

5

http://d-nb.info/1362844357


Table of Contents

8 Religion and Science 121

8.1 The Relation between Religion and Science 122
8.2 Miracles 126

9 The Nature of God 135

9.1 The God of Theism 135
9.2 Alternatives to Theism 146

10 The Cosmological Argument 151

10.1 The Second Way: Thomas Aquinas 152
10.2 Explainingthe World: Leibniz 160
10.3 Back to the Start: Kalam Arguments 163

11 The Teleological Argument 167

11.1 Cleanthes: The Well-Designed Universe 168
11.2 The Fine Tuning of the Universe 175

12 The Ontological Argument 181

12.1 Anselm’s Ontological Argument 182
12.2 Criticizing the Ontological Argument 185

13 The Problem of Evil 193

13.1 Manichaeism: It wasn’t God 196
13.2 Augustine: There are no Evils 196
13.3 The Book of Job: God’s Ways are Inscrutable 198
13.4 Greater Goods 199
13.5 The Evil of Theodicy 206

14 Death and Immortality 209

14.1 Death and Immortality: Conceptual Clarifications 209
14.2 Dualist Models 213
14.3 Monist Models: Resurrection of the Dead 218
14.4 Who Wants to Live Forever? 221

Further Reading and References 225

Index of Subjects 237

Index of Names 238

6


