Contents
Avant-Propos — V
List of tables and figures — XI

On kings, conventions, and dates — XIII

Chapter 1

The rise of Assyria as an historical problem — 1

1.1 The “first empire’ —1

1.2 The rise of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. A history of research —5

1.3 Assyria in the ‘knot of empire’ — 11

1.4 Writing a new history of Assyria’s path to empire — 23

Chapter 2

Approaching the early Neo-Assyrian period — 25

2.1 “Problems of a unique character” — 25

2.2 aksud! The world of the early Neo-Assyrian campaign — 25

2.2.1 The anatomy of an Assyrian campaign — 25

2.2.2 The unexceptional early Neo-Assyrian army — 31

2.2.3 The repeatable, sustainable Assyrian art of war — 35

224 ‘Campaign-culture’. Spectacle, loyalty, and belonging on the march — 40

2.2.5 Leaving one’s mark. Commemoration and the veracity of Assyrian royal inscriptions — 49

2.2.6 Having the last word. Reconsidering the reception and transmission of Assyrian royal
inscriptions — 52

2.3 Drawing a line. Assyria’s expansion re-articulated — 57

2.3.1 Networks, oil-stains, and everything in-between — 57

2.3.2 Hard, moveable borders and tributary hinterlands — 61

233 “ASSur’s yoke”. Vassal territory beyond the Assyrian border — 65

234 Early Neo-Assyrian ‘spot-expansions’ and the logic of urban conquest — 66

2.3.5 A down-to-earth explanation of Assyrian ‘expansionism’ — 68

2.4 Early Neo-Assyrian provincialisation — 72

2.4 Everything counts. Writing the biography of a province — 72

2.4.2 Reading between the lines. Language and ‘transitional cases’ in the early Neo-Assyrian
state — 77

2.5 “Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown”. The early Neo-Assyrian world of the king — 83

2.5.1 The man at the centre of the world — 83

2.5.2 The making of an Assyrian king — 88

2.5.3 Making a difference. The king’s personal programme — 92

2.5.4 Why stories matter. Cuneiform royal literature and its survival in later sources — 95

2.6 In the lions’ den. Assyria’s elites and the political sphere — 100

2.7 ‘United as one voice’. The silent Assyrian masses — 106

Chapter 3

A political history of the early Neo-Assyrian period — 109

3.1 The Middle Assyrian precedent — 109

3.2 The lost century. Salmanu-asaréd II to Tukulti-apil-ESarra II (1031*-936*) — 110

3.3 Prelude (935*-912*) — 112

3.3.1 The slow recovery under AsSur-dan II (935*-ca. 913*) — 112

3.3.2 AsSur-uballit IT*, a lost king of Assyria (913*-912*) — 113

Bibliografische Informationen digitalisiert durch

http://d-nb.info/135100574X



http://d-nb.info/135100574X

VIII = (Contents

34 Reconquest (912*-856) — 120

3.4.1 Adad-narari II, the “wolf on the fold” (912*-891) — 120

3.4.2 Consolidation. Tukulti-Ninurta II and the early reign of A33ur-nasir-apli II (891-ca. 875) — 123

3.4.3 The end of an era (ca. 875-856) — 126

3.5 Crisis or consolidation? The Assyrian Entr’acte (856-745) — 131

3.5.1 The early Neo-Assyrian ‘zenith’ (856-827) — 131

3.5.2 The succession war and fraught reign of Samsi-Adad V (826-811) — 137

3.5.3 ‘Semiramis’ takes centre stage (ca. 810-802) — 141

3.54 An Assyrian duumvirate. Palil-ereS and Nergal-ilaya (802-787) — 145

3.5.5 Sam3i-ilu’s supremacy (786-763) — 148

3.5.6 Rebellion. Tukulti-apil-ESarra III* (763-758) — 154

3.5.7 The decline of the Sam3-ilu-regime, the lost reign of Salmanu-agaréd V*, and the rise of Palu/
Tukulti-apil-ESarra IV* (757-743) — 156

3.6 Coda. Becoming king of the world (745-727) — 162

Chapter 4

Regional studies in the Neo-Assyrian expansion — 165

4.1 Retaking Hanigalbat. The Upper Habtr — 165

4.1.1 Plain tales from the hills — 165

4.1.2 Hanigalbat and the Middle Assyrian expansion — 165

4.1.3 Prelude. The conquest and provincialisation of Katmuhi (ca. 930-879) — 171

4.1.4 The ‘Hanigalbat Campaigns’ (901-894) — 173

4.1.5 The consolidation and provincialisation of the eastern Upper Habar (890-816) — 176

4.1.6 Bit-Bahiani/Guzana. A remarkable ‘transitional case’ (868-808) — 179

4.1.7 For grain and glory. The reconquest of the Upper Habar — 183

4.2 The Zagros and Eastern Taurus — 184

4.2.1 The ‘hilly flanks’ —— 184 .

422 In Sibir’s footsteps. Assyrian forays into the Bronze-age Zagros — 185

4.2.3 Piedmont kingdoms, highland emporia, and mountain fastnesses — 188

4.2.4 Conquering the foothills (935*-855) — 194

4.2.5 The Rise of Urartu and the Battle for the Zagros (865-747) — 198

4.2.6 Consolidation and reverses (912*-745) — 205

4.2.7 Of horses and men. The Assyrian interests in the Zagros — 211

4.3 Once more over the Kasiaru. The Upper Tigris — 212

4.3.1 Over the hills and far away . . . — 212

4.3.2 A fractured past. Middle Assyria and its aftermath in the Upper Tigris — 213

433 A return to the Upper Tigris (ca. 911-826) — 216

4.3.4 Tushan and Amédu/Bit-Zamani/Na’iri/Sinabu. Two very different Assyrian border
provinces — 222

43.5 The war for the Upper Tigris and its aftermath (819-673) — 226

4.3.6 Conclusion. Assyria’s complicated ventures in the Upper Tigris — 229

4.4 Contested space. The Lower Habar and Middle Euphrates — 230

4.4.1 A point of contention — 230

44.2 A Late Bronze-age flashpoint — 231

443 The competition for the Middle Euphrates (ca. 905-ca. 820) — 235

44.4 Provincialisation and power. Rasappa’s golden age (877-737) — 241

4.4.5 Making a killing. SGhu in the shadow of Assyria (ca. 905-ca. 739) — 247

44.6 Sold downriver. Avarice and betrayal on the Habar and Euphrates — 252

4.5 Assyria’s prize? Southern Mesopotamia — 253

4.5.1 Mesopotamia. The land between two rivals — 253

4.5.2 A ‘special’ relationship — 253



4.5.3
454
4.5.5
4.5.6
4.6

4.6.1
4.6.2
4.6.3
4.6.4

4.6.5
4.6.6

Chapter 5

Contents == IX

Conflict and competition (ca. 912*-825) — 256

The succession war, Sam3i-Adad V, and Sammu-ramat (826-802) — 259
Epilogue. The Babylonian ulcer (802-609) — 266

Family matters and imperial frisson. The Assyrian debacles in Babylonia — 269
Assyria’s Rubicon? The Upper Euphrates — 270

Beyond the river — 270

No-man’s land. Assyrian interests on the Upper Euphrates during the Late Bronze age — 270
Bit-Adini and the first jaunts beyond the Euphrates (899-855) — 276

Til-Barsip and the pihat-bit-turtani. An Assyrian bastion and western power-block
(856-ca. 733) — 280

Assyrian forays west of the Euphrates (ca. 876-744) — 289

Assyria’s Rubicon? The Upper Euphrates and Assyrian hesitancy — 297

Triumph and betrayal. The early Neo-Assyrian path to empire — 299

5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7

Journey’s end — 299

Paths of glory. Mobility and royal visibility in the early Neo-Assyrian period — 301
Things fall apart. Reconsidering core and periphery — 303

Going with the grain. A cultivated path to empire — 307

The king is dead. Reframing ‘Assyrian imperial ideology’ — 308

Triumph and betrayal. A new, competitive paradigm — 310

Empire in spite of Assyria? — 312

Bibliography — 313

Index — 353



