Contents
Transliteration table — XI

Translations — XIII

Collections of sayings of the prophet Muhammad (hadith) — XV

Abbreviations — XVII

Introduction — 1
Theology in Islam — 2

Chapter 1

Intermediation and Intercession in the History of Religions —5

1 The theological notion of intermediation —5

2 Etymology of the term intercession —— 6
3 Intermediation and intercession in judaism —— 6
4 Intermediation and logos in judaism — 10
5 Intermediation and intercession in Christianity — 11
6 Intermediation and logos in Christianity — 16
7 Intermediation and intercession according to the Christian
Reformation — 16
Chapter 2

Academic Studies on the Notion of Intermediation and Intercession in

Islam — 18
1 Theology handbooks — 18
2 Studies on devotion to the Prophet — 20
3 Studies on intermediation and intercession — 22

Chapter 3
The Theological Notion of Intermediation in Islam — 29

1 Intermediation and intercession in the Qur'an and the sayings

of the Prophet — 29

2 The Descent— 30
3 The Spirit — 31

4 The Angels — 32
5 The devils — 33

Bibliografische Informationen
http://d-nb.info/1353850897

digitalisiert durch


http://d-nb.info/1353850897

VIII = Contents

The Book — 34

The wisdom — 36

The Spirit of Tranquility — 36

9 The signs — 40

10 The Balance — 41

11 The Divine Order — 41

12 The Light — 41

13 The authority — 42

14 The good — 42

15 The sciences of Harat and Mariat — 42
16 Distress, safety and punishment — 42
17 The sustenance — 43

18 The Blessing — 44

19 The saying of descent — 44

20 The ascent — 45

21 The theological notion of intermediation in Islam — 48
22 The Rope of God — 49

23 The ladder in the sky — 49

24 Sacrifice (qurban) as mediation and intercession — 50
25 The wasila — 51

26 The tawassul — 52

0 N O

Chapter 4
The Theological Notion of Intercession in Islam — 53
1 The term shafda — 53

2 The shafda in the Quran, between negation and possibility — 54
3 The intercession of the Quran — 57
4 The intercession of fasting — 58
5 The intercession of angels — 58
6 The search for the intercession of deities other than God and the
“satanic verses” — 59
Chapter 5

The Intercession of the Prophet Muhammad — 61
1 The request for forgiveness (al-istighfar) —— 61
2 The prophets’ request for forgiveness — 62
3 The Prophet’s major intercession on the Day of jJudgement
(al-shafaa al-uzm@) —— 63
4 Early historical evidence of belief in the Prophet’s intercession — 65
5 The Prophet’s intercession before his birth — 66



Contents == IX

The Prophet’s intercession during life and after death — 67
The believers’ demand for forgiveness —— 73
Ritual prayer for the dead — 74
The prayer of intercession for rain (salgt al-istisqd’) — 74
0 The request for help (al-istiana) and relief (al-istighatha) —— 76

— O 00 N O

Chapter 6
The tajawwuh and the Prophet’s royal attributes of intercession on the Day of
Judgement — 78
1 The wasila of the Prophet —— 79
The rank (al-jah) — 81
The metaphor of kingship — 82
The Prophet between servitude and kingship — 83
The Station of praise (al-maqdm al-mahmad) — 84
The minbar as the Prophet’s royal seat — 88
The Banner of praise (liwa’ al-hamd) — 95
The heavenly Basin (al-hawd) - 95
In the presence of the King: the Prophet as mediator and universal
intercessor — 99

O 00 NN Oy U A WN

Chapter 7

Intercession according to the main currents of Islam — 103
1 Intercession according to Sunnism — 103
2 Intercession according to Kharijites and Mu'tazilites —— 110
3 Intercession according to Twelver Shiism — 114

Chapter 8
Muhammad as Mediator: Devotion to the Prophet — 120
1 Intercession in devotional practices towards the Prophet — 121
2 The visit to the Prophet’s tomb and the request for intercession — 121
3 The search for blessing and intercession through the Prophet’s
relics — 123
4 The invocation of blessing on the Prophet (al-sald ‘ala al-nabr) as
intercession — 125
5 Intercession in devotional literature towards the Prophet —— 129

Chapter 9
The Mediator and his station in Islamic esoteric literature — 145
1 The Mediator (al-wasita) — 145



X == (Contents

2 The Station of praise (a/-maqam al-mahmid) and the Pedestal (a/-
kursi) —— 149

3 The Supreme Helper (al-ghawth al-azam) — 154

4 The intercession of the saints (awliya’ Allah) —— 156

Chapter 10
Opposition to the Notions of Intermediation and Intercession by Islamic

Reformation Movements — 158
1 Ibn Taymiyya and the birth of polemical literature against intermediation
and intercession —— 158
2 The Sunni apologetic response: al-Subki =—— 163
3  Qadizadeli, Wahhabism and Salafism — 165
4 The destruction of places of intercession: tombs and shrines — 168

Conclusion — 172
Bibliography — 175
Primary sources —— 175
Secondary sources — 178
Index of Names — 187

Index of Places — 190

Index of Terms — 191



