Contents

Acknowledgements ........... ... ... X1
Introduction ........ ... . . XII

1. COVID-19, the protests of 2020 and crackdown on civil

societytoday .............coiiiiiiiii e e 1
11 Introduction ....... ... 1
1.2 What new we learned about Belarus since 2020 ............... 3
1.3 The coronavirus pandemic and the protests of August 2020 7
1.4 Belarusian Churches and the protests ......................... 9
1.5 Studying Protestant minorities in Belarus ..................... 10
1.6 Whatisthisbookabout ............coviiiiiiiiiiinnn. 14
1.7 The structureof thebook ..............cccviiiiiiiiiinnn.... 20
2. Social capital, Protestant congregations and social change ......... 23
2.1 Introduction ............. . i e 23
2.2 The mystery of social capital: the five blind men and
theelephant ......... ... . . 24
2.3 Practicalities of studying of social capital ..................... 28
2.4 Civil society versus social capital ............................. 32
2.5 Congregations as generators of social capital .................. 37
2.6 How can religion spur social change? ......................... 43
2.7 Conclusion .........oiiiiiiiiiiii e e 48

3. Studying religion and social capital in an authoritarian context .... 51

31 Introduction ...........c.ciiiiiiiiii e, 51
3.2 Congregationsas casestudies ...............cooiiiiiiiiiin.., 57
3.3 Protestant congregations as ‘gated’ communities .............. 59
3.4 Multilingual researchinBelarus .............................. 63
3.5 ‘Who amin the field?’ and knowledge production ............ 64
3.6 Conclusion ...........ciiiiiiiiiiii i e 66
4. The Belarusian paradox ................ ..., 67
4.1 National identity and civil society ............................ 67
4.2 CivilsocietyinBelarus ..............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiinn.... 75
4.3 Hasreligion revived after the collapse of the Soviet Union? .... 8o
4.4 The roots of ProtestantisminBelarus ................cvvuu.... 83

E HE
Bibliografische Informationen digitalisiert durch IABII ¥ I.E
http://d-nb.info/1309217548


http://d-nb.info/1309217548

VIII CONTENTS

4.5 The religious boominiggosBelarus ..........................
4.6  Protestant minorities in Belarusian society ....................
4.7 Conclusion ..........oiiiiiiiiii
5. Protestantlifestyle ............ ... ... ... ...
51 Introduction ............. i
5.2 ‘Finding God’ in Belarus: the narratives .......................
5.3 Godly order in the secularBelarus ............................
5.4 The meaning of congregation for individuals ..................
5.5 Is Protestantism indigenous in Belarusian culture? ............
5.6 Protestantism as a social force in a rural context ...............
5.6.1 The Protestant familycycle ..............................
5.6.2 Theworkcycle ............cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnin.,
57 Conclusion ..... ..o e
6. Belarusian Protestants and civic engagement .....................
6.1 Introduction ........... .. il
6.2 Civic engagement — what does it mean in the
Belarusian context? ........... ...l
6.3 TheSovietburden ...............cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiain..
6.4 The ideal model of the state-religion relationship ..............
6.5 Protestant mission vis-a-vis the state and society ..............
6.5.1 Jesus Christ, Belarusian language and
national symbols’ ..............cc. i,
6.5.2 Mission impossible: the protection of Kurapaty
memorialsite ........... ...ttt i i,
6.6 Acting through praying? .................... ...l
6.7 Conclusion ..........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii i e e
7. Sociability within the congregation ...............................
7.1 Introduction ............iiiiii e e
7.2 Congregations help develop relationships .....................
7.3 The power structure of congregation .........................
7.4 Trust and solidarity: not in shortage among Protestants? .......
7.5 Conclusion ...t e
8. Social capital and Protestant congregations in Belarus ............
8.1 Inwhat ways can Belarusian Protestants push for
socialchange? ......... ... ...

8.2 Key contributions of thisbook ...............................

191



CONTENTS IX

8.3 Studying similar sensitive contexts ........................... 198
8.4 Limitations of the study and futureresearch .................. 200
Postscriptum ... ... 202

Three pastors and peppers ............cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiinn... 202
Fieldnotessample ................ ... ... ... ...l 204

References ..........uuomuu 206



