
Contents

Module I Story of an Hour
Part A Pre-reading activities 7

Al A happy couple 7

Part B While-reading activities 8
B1 ‘Story of an hour’ Kate Chopin 8

Part C Post-reading activities 13
C1A happy marriage? 13

Module II The First Feminists
Part A Pre-reading activities 14

A1 Feminism and its historical roots 14

Part B While-reading activities 16
B1 ‘The first feminists’ Bernadine Evaristo 16

Part C Post-reading activities 21
C1 A feminist icon 21

Module III The Yellow Wallpaper
Part A Pre-reading activities 22

A1 Zooming in on the text 22

Part B While-reading activities 24
Bl ‘The yellow wall pa per’ Charlotte Perkins Gilman 24

Part C Post-reading activities 39
C1A dubious cure? 39
C2 Feminist manifesto and/or gothic fiction? 40

Module IV Weekend
Part A Pre-reading activities 41

A1 Complex relationships 41
A2 Lifestyles 42

Part B While-reading activities 43
B1 ‘Weekend’ Fay Weldon 43

3

http://d-nb.info/1365451399


Contents

Part C Post-reading activities 59
Cl ‘We should all be feminists’ Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie @ 59
C2 Wrapping up: short stories 62

Module V Behold the Dreamers
Part A Pre-reading activities 63

A1 Working with illustrations 63
A2 Working with the title 64

Part B While-reading activities 65
B1 From farmer to chauffeur (Chapter 1-3) 65
B2 Driving Mr Edwards (Chapter 4-13) 66
B3 Cracks in the facade (Chapter 14-25) 70
B4 Descent (Chapter 26-36) 72
B5 The fall from grace (Chapter 38-46) 77
B6 Hopes lost and hopes restored (Chapter 47-62) 80

Part C Post-reading activities 82
C1 The immigrant experience - ideal and reality 82
C2 Questions of African-American identity 84
C3 Cameroon today and tomorrow @ 85

Module VI Belfast
Part A Pre-viewing activities 87

A1 Approaching Belfast 87
A2 There’s no place like home 88
A3 A troubled island? 88

Part B While-viewing activities 89
Bl Working with an alternate ending of the film 89
B2 Fighting dragons? 90
B3 Which road will you take? 91
B4 On the bright side of the road 92
B5 Decisions 94
B6 Stranded 95
B7 No choice 96

Part C Post-viewing activities 97
Cl Looking back at the movie 97
C2 A new soundtrack 97
C3 Understanding the characters 98
C4 Follow-up 98
C5 Northern Ireland today 98
C6 What’s in a name? Anna Burns 98
C7 ‘Belfast child’ The Simple Minds 100

4



Contents

Module VII Red Pitch
Part A Pre-reading activities 102

A1 Making predictions 102
A2 Talking about theatre experiences 103
A3 Literary terms 104

Part B While-reading activities 105
B1 Meeting the protagonists (Introductory notes and Scene One) 105
B2 Changes (Scene Two) 107
B3 Brotherhood (Scene Three) 109
B4 Crisis (Scene Four) 110
B5 Leisure Time (Scene Five) 111
B6 Turning Tides (Scene Six) 112
B7 Disappointment (Scenes Seven and Eight) 112
B8 Friendship (Scenes Nine and Ten) 114

Part C Post-reading activities 115
Cl Closing the bracket 115
C2 Reviewing Red Pitch 115
C3 Reframing the topics 115

Module VIII Macbeth
Part A Pre-reading activities 116

A1 The Bard of Avon 116
A2 Murder most foul @ 117
A3 Tumultuous times @ 118
A4 Witches and witchcraft 118
A5 Speak the speech, I pray you E 119

Part B While-reading activities 120
Bl Thunder and lightning (Act I, Scene 1) 120
B2 Overview (Act I, Scene 2) 120
B3 The weird sisters (Act I, Scene 3) 120
B4 Welcoming the winners (Act I, Scene 4) 122
B5 A promising future (Act I, Scene 5) 123
B6 Overview (Act I, Scene 6) 124
B7 A foolproof plan (Act I, Scene 7) 124
B8 Looking back on Act I 125
B9 Something wicked this way comes (Act II, Scene 1) 126
B10To kill a king (Act II, Scene 2) E 127
B11 Murder will out (Act II, Scene 3) 128
B12 Overview (Act 11, Scene 4) 129
B13 Looking back on Act II 129
B14 King at last (Act III, Scene 1) 130
B15 Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown (Act III, Scene 2) 131
B16 Overview (Act 111, Scene 3) 131
B17 Haunted by gory locks (Act III, Scene 4) 132
B18 Overview (Act 111, Scenes 5 a nd 6) 133

5



Contents

B19 Looking back on Act III 133
B20 Toil and trouble (Act IV, Scene 1) 134
B21 Caught in the cross hairs (Act IV, Scene 2) 135
B22 Overview (Act IV, Scene 3) 135
B23 Looking back on Act IV 135
B24 A soul in trouble (Act V, Scene 1) 136
B25 A bleak outlook (Act V, Scenes 2-6) 137
B26 Endgame (Act V, Scenes 7-9) 138
B27 Looking back on Act V 139
B28 Looking back at the drama 139

Part C Post-reading activities 141
Cl Themes and characters 141
C2 Structure 141
C3 Verse 142
C4Talking heads 142
C5 The cu rse of Macbeth 142
C6 Imagining, designing and staging Macbeth 142

Acknowledgements 144

Info boxes

Kate Chopin 10 The fall from grace 79
Creative writing 12 The Troubles 88
Waves of feminism 15 Kenneth Branagh 89
Bernadine Evaristo 19 Writing a film review 97
Charlotte Perkins Gilman 23 Tyrell Williams 103
Fay Weldon 53 Urban regeneration 108
Narrative perspective 58 Writing a role biography 110
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 59 Freeze frame 113
Imbolo Mbue 64 William Shakespeare 117
Atmosphere 65 Politics and society in 17th century England 118
Lehman Brothers 68 Witchcraft in the 17th century 118
Push and pull factors for migration 69 Aside 121
Patrice Lumumba 71 Dramatic irony 125
Emma Lazarus and 'The new colossus’ 75 Dramatic structure 141
Cartoon analysis 76

6


