
Table of Contents

Foreword ............................................................................................................. VII
Preface................................................................................................................ IX
Abbreviations .................................................................................................... XIX

Chapter 1: The Road Ahead .................................................... 1

Chapter 2: On Meaning and Method .......................................... 15

2.1 Introduction ............................................................................................... 15
2.2 The Meaning of Meaning.......................................................................... 16
2.3 The Priestly Writer .................................................................................... 21
2.4 Semantic Field Theory .............................................................................. 27
2.5 Summary ................................................................................................... 34

Chapter 3: The Semantic Field of Karet ................................... 37

3.1 Introduction ............................................................................................... 37
3.2 The Karet-Formula.................................................................................... 39

3.2.1 The Conditional Sentence............................................................... 40
3.2.2 The Third Element - wy/ny ......................................................... 42
3.2.3 The Second Element - or WD3................................................... 44
3.2.4 The First Element - The Verb ITD ................................................. 48

3.3 The Semantic Field of Karet in Akkadian .............................................. 50
3.3.1 The Verb nakasu .............................................................................. 50
3.3.2 The Verb laqatu .............................................................................. 51
3.3.3 The Verb nasahu .............................................................................. 52
3.3.4 The Verb haldqu .............................................................................. 54
3.3.5 The Verbpardsu .............................................................................. 56

3.4 The West-Semitic Semantic Field of Karet ............................................ 58
3.4.1 The Scene ........................................................................................ 58
3.4.2 The Verb nsp .................................................................................... 59
3.4.3 The Verb no: .................................................................................... 60
3.4.4 The Verb tax .................................................................................... 61
3.4.5 The Verb nnft.................................................................................... 61

http://d-nb.info/1365696642


XVI Table of Contents

3.5 The Hittite Evidence ................................................................................ 62
3.5.1 The Divine Curse ............................................................................ 62
3.5.2 The Treaty Pattern ......................................................................... 66

3.6 Syntagmatic Terms and Phrases in Relation to Karet ........................... 69
3.6.1 The Expression xun/py ............................................................. 96
3.6.2 The Term H'ny ................................................................................ 77
3.6.3 The Qal of the Verb nift ................................................................. 79
3.6.4 Motive Clauses with Karet ............................................................. 86

3.6.4.1 Religio-Cultic Clauses ............................................................. 87
3.6.4.2 Explanatory Clauses ................................................................. 87
3.6.4.3 Religio-Historical Clauses ....................................................... 88

3.7 Summary ................................................................................................... 88

Chapter 4: The Context Situations of Karet .................................... 89

4.1 Introduction .............................................................................................. 89
4.2 Violations Against Sacred Time ............................................................... 95

4.2.1 Failing to Observe Passover at the Appointed Time ................... 95
4.2.2 Eating Leaven on Passover and 

the Festival of Unleavened Bread......................................... 98
4.2.3 Working on the Sabbath ................................................................... 100
4.2.4 Working or Eating on the Day of Atonement ..................................103

4.3 Violations Against Sacred Substance .........................................................109
4.3.1 Eating Blood ......................................................................................109
4.3.2 Eating Sacrificial Fat ....................................................................... 116
4.3.3 Compounding or Misusing the Oil of Installation ......................... 118
4.3.4 Duplicating or Misusing Sanctuary Incense ....................................118
4.3.5 Eating Spoiled Well-Being Sacrifices ............................................ 121
4.3.6 Eating Sacred Offerings While Ritually Impure (Laity) ...............124
4.3.7 Eating Sacred Offerings While Ritually Impure (Priests) .............125
4.3.8 Unauthorized Contact with Sancta .................................................. 127

4.4 Failure to Perform Purification Rituals .................................................... 131
4.4.1 Neglecting Circumcision ................................................................. 131
4.4.2 Failing to Cleanse from Corpse Contamination ............................. 135

4.5 Illicit Worship..............................................................................................139
4.5.1 Slaughtering Outside the Sacred Precinct ......................................139
4.5.2 Sacrificing Outside the Sacred Precinct .......................................... 141
4.5.3 Worshiping Molech ......................................................................... 141
4.5.4 Consulting the Dead ......................................................................... 143
4.5.5 Idolatry .............................................................................................. 147

4.6 Forbidden Sexual Relations .......................................................................151
4.7 Blasphemy ..................................................................................................157
4.8 Summary ....................................................................................................158



Table of Contents XVII

Chapter 5: The Semantic Field of the Verb mo 
in the Septuagint ........................................................................ 161

5.1 Introduction ................................................................................................. 161
5.2 The Qal of n"D and Covenant Formation ................................................... 165
5.3 Terms for Non-Covenantal MID ..................................................................167
5.4 The Niphal of DID outside the Xarer-Formula ......................................... 171
5.5 The Hiphil of nno outside the Karet-Formula ......................................... 174
5.6 The Niphal and Hiphil of DID in the Aj5re/-Formula .............................. 176
5.7 The Semantic Field of Karet in LXX........................................................ 183
5.8 Summary ..................................................................................................... 186

Chapter 6: Karet in the Dead Sea Scrolls ................................ 189

6.1 Introduction ................................................................................................. 189
6.2 Manual of Discipline .................................................................................. 190

6.2.1 IQS II, 15-17 .................................................................................... 190
6.2.2 IQS VIII, 20-23 ................................................................................ 192

6.3 War Scroll - 1QM 1,4 ................................................................................ 194
6.4 Thanksgiving Hymns .................................................................................. 195

6.4.1 1QH IV, 20, 26 .................................................................................. 195
6.4.2 1QH VI, 34 ........................................................................................ 198

6.5 Pesher to 4QpPs37 .......................................................................................199
6.6 Patriarchal Blessing 4QPB ....................................................................... 201
6.7 Zadokite Fragments ..................................................................................201

6.7.1 CD IV, 1 ............................................................................................ 201
6.7.2 CD III, 6, 9 ........................................................................................202
6.7.3 CD XX, 26 (Text B) ......................................................................... 203
6.7.4 CD XII, 3-6 ......................................................................................205

6.8 Summary .................................................................................................... 208

Chapter 7: Karet and Afterlife .................................................. 211

7.1 Introduction .................................................................................................211
7.2 The Expression 7X ^0X3 .................................................................... 214
7.3 The Expression sbj n k3.f........................................................................... 220
7.4 What’s in a Name? ...................................................................................... 231
7.5 Death and Afterlife in Mesopotamia .........................................................233
7.6 Notes on Rabbinic Karet and Afterlife...................................................... 240

7.6.1 Introduction ......................................................................................240
7.6.2 The Importance of Burial .................................................................243
7.6.3 Circumcision and Afterlife ...............................................................246
7.6.4 Medieval Rabbis and the World-to-Come ......................................249



XVIII Table of Contents

7.7 Summary .................................................................................................... 252

Chapter 8: Synopsis and Conclusion ........................................255

Appendix A: Karet and Eli’s House ......................................... 265

Appendix B: Extra-Biblical Circumcision 
as a Purity Ritual ........................................................................271

Bibliography........................................................................................................ 275
Index of References ..........................................................................................303
Index of Modern Authors ................................................................................. 309
Index of Subjects................................................................................................315


