
Contents

Acknowledgments vii

Preface ix

Introduction. Theoretical Considerations: Memoir, Gender, Intersectional
and Transcultural Perspectives 1

Pilar RodrIguez P£rez and Eva Pelayo Sanudo

PART I. Italian American Women Coming of Age: Memoirs of 
Childhood and Adolescence

1. “And I will Pass On, Too, Stories”: Matrilineal Legacies and Cultural 
Context in Louise DeSalvo’s Elegiac Memoirs Vertigo (1996) and
Crazy in the Kitchen: Family, Feud, and Forgiveness (2004) 35

Eva Pelayo SaNudo

2. Portraits of the Artist as a Young Woman: Hybrid Forms of the 
Bildungsroman Through Diane Di Prima’s Memoirs of a Beatnik 
(1969) and Recollections of My Life as a Woman (2001) 55

Eva Pelayo SaNudo

3. Space, Emotion, and Gender: Mapping Transcultural Identity in
Kym Ragusa’s The Skin Between Us: A Memoir of Race, Beauty
and Belonging (2006) 79

Eva Pelayo Sanudo

http://d-nb.info/1353428370


PART II. Italian Canadian Women Coming to Terms with the Past: 
Memoirs of Late Life Quests

4. The Wellspring of Nostalgia: Memory, Identity and Trauma in Caterina 
Edwards’Pindmg Rosa: A Mother with Alzheimer, a Daughter in Search
of the Past (2008) 105

Eva Pelayo SaRudo

5. A Maternal Memoir: Transmemory, Transgenerational Storytelling and 
Transculturality in Mary Melfi’s Italy Revisited: Conversations with My 
Mother (2009) 129

Pilar RodrIguez PSrez

6. The Road to Now: Recollecting the Ethnic Quest in Penny Petrone’s 
Breaking the Mould (1995) and Embracing Serafina (2000) 151

Pilar RodrIguez P^rez


