
Table of Contents

1. Introduction..................................................................................................... 1

2. Theorizing the Post-Apocalypse.................................................................... 9
2.1. Post-Apocalyptic Fiction: An Overview......................................................... 9

2.1.1. Apocalypse through the Ages ................................................................ 10
2.1.1.1. Biblical Beginnings...................................................   10
2.1.1.2. Secularization.......................................................................... 14
2.1.13. Contemporary Apocalypses ................................................... 18

2.1.2. Framing Post-Apocalypse ...................................................................... 22
2.13. Approaching Genre................................................................................. 24

2.2. Trauma and Narrative in Post-Apocalyptic Fiction ........................................ 27
2.2.1. Trauma Models ....................................................................................... 28
2.2.2. Trauma and Narrative ............................................................................ 34
2.23. Trauma in the Three-Phase Model of the Post-Apocalypse................. 36

3. Worlds Falling Apart: The Apocalyptic Moment ..................................... 39
3.1. Types of Catastrophes....................................................................................... 40

3.1.1. Pandemic................................................................................................. 42
3.1.2. Zombies................................................................................................... 45
3.1.3. Systemic Collapse................................................................................... 48
3.1.4. Nuclear Destruction ................................................................................ 50
3.1.5. Elusive Catastrophe................................................................................. 52

3.2. Facing the End .................................................................................................. 54
3.2.1. Pre-Apocalyptic Worlds......................................................................... 55
3.2.2. Reacting to the Apocalypse.................................................................... 59
3.2.3. Media Perspectives.................................................................................. 62

3.3. Narrating the Apocalypse................................................................................. 66
33.1. Structure and Literary Style ................................................................... 66
3.3.2. Narrative Perspectives............................................................................ 70
3.3.3. Intertextuality and Metafiction............................................................... 72

http://d-nb.info/1364768631


4. Negotiating the Shattered Present: 
Surviving in the Post-Apocalyptic World ........................................... 77

4.1. Ruins and Remains .......................................................................................... 78
4.1.1. Collapsed Pre-Apocalyptic Modernity.................................................. 79
4.1.2. Disrupted Space and Time .................................................................... 84
4.1.3. Flourishing Nature ................................................................................. 89

4.2. Survival and Survivors..................................................................................... 93
4.2.1. Survivor Figures..................................................................................... 94
4.2.2. Roaming through Trauma ....................................................................... 100
4.2.3. Language and Identity..............................................................................104

4.3. Traces of the Past...............................................................................................109
4.3.1. Dimensions of Memory.......................................................................... 110
4.3.2. Treasuring Objects ...................................................................................115
4.3.3. Documenting History...............................................................................120

5. Rearranging Fragments: Post-Apocalyptic Beginnings..............................127
5.1. Rebuilding Society.............................................................................................127

5.1.1. Foundations of Post-Apocalyptic Communities..................................... 128
5.1.2. Opposing an Other................................................................................. 134
5.1.3. Political Institutions ............................................................................... 139

5.2. Shaping New Beginnings...................................................................................143
5.2.1. Next Generations......................................................................................143
5.2.2. Preserving and Creating Art.................................................................... 148
5.2.3. Finding Coping Mechanisms .................................................................. 154

5.3. (Re)Building Frameworks..................................................................................157
5.3.1. Making Sense through Religion.............................................................. 158
5.3.2. Surpassing Anthropocentrism................................................................. 163
5.3.3. Visions of the Future.............................................................................. 166

6. Summary and Conclusion .............................................................................. 173

Works Cited .............................................................................................................. 179


