
Table of Contents

Acknowledgements........................................................................................ VII
List of Tables................................................................................................ XIII
Abbreviations................................................................................................. XV

Chapter 1: Introduction and History of Scholarship...................... 1

1.1 Definition of the Project.............................................................................. 2

1.2 One Book or Twelve Books.......................................................................... 7

1.3 History of Scholarship on the Diachronic Development of the Book of 
the Twelve.......................................................................................................... 9

1.3.1 Major Redactional Models of the Book of the Twelve...................... 10
1.3.2 Other Notable Systematic Redactional Models of the Twelve......... 14

1.4 History of Scholarship on the Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf 
and Theophany................................................................................................. 15

1.4.1 Divine Warrior and Chaoskampf........................................................17
1.4.2 Theophany...........................................................................................20

1.5 Methodology...............................................................................................22

1.5.1 Redaction Criticism............................................................................ 23
1.5.2 Tradition History................................................................................ 25

1.6 The Need for This Study............................................................................. 26

Chapter 2: Sifting through the layers of the Twelve....................28

2.1 The Formation of the Book of the Twelve..................................................29

2.1.1 The Book of the Four (Hosea, Amos, Micah, and Zephaniah)........ 31
2.1.2 The Incorporation of Nahum and Habakkuk into the 
Proto-Twelve...............................................................................................36

http://d-nb.info/1321335776


Table of Contents

2.1.3 The Simultaneous Incorporation of Nahum and Habakkuk into 
the Proto-Twelve.........................................................................................37
2.1.4 Evidence for Persian Era Incorporation............................................41
2.1.5 Nahum and Habakkuk as Essential Components of the Persian 
Era Expansions to the Book of the Twelve................................................ 42
2.1.6 The Seventh Century Sub-Collection (Nahum, Habakkuk, 
and Zephaniah............................................................................................. 42
2.1.7 The End Point and the Beginning of Hellenism............................... 45

2.2 The Most Relevant Layers of the Twelve...................................................47

Chapter 3: Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf and Theophany in 
the Persian Era Reshaping of the Embedded Historiography 
of the Twelve - Nahum................................................................ 48

3.1 The Literary-Historical Setting o/Nahum.................................................50

3.2 The Theophanic Hymn of Nahum (Nah 1:2-8)......................................... 51

3.2.1 Historiography and the Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf, and 
Theophany in Nah 1:2-8............................................................................60
3.2.2 The Hymn in Nahum, The Seventh Century Sub-Collection, and 
the Twelve..................................................................................................62

3.3 Yahweh’s Response to the Lions (Nah 2:14 [13]).................................... 63

3.4 Yahweh 5 Humiliation of Nineveh (Nah 3:4-7)....................................... 66

3.5 Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf, and Theophany in the Shaping of
Nahum............................................................................................................. 68

Chapter 4: Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf, and Theophany in 
the Persian Era Reshaping of the Embedded Historiography 
of the Twelve - Habakkuk........................................................... 70

4.1 The Literary-Historical Setting of the Book of Habakkuk........................71

4.2 The Hymn of Habakkuk (Hab 3)...............................................................72

4.2.1 The Entry of Habakkuk 3 into the Book of Habakkuk and 
the Twelve...................................................................................................75
4.2.2 The Superscription and Subscription of the Hymn of Habakkuk
(Hab 3:1; 19b)..............................................................................................77
4.2.3 Habakkuk 3:2-7................................................................................. 78
4.2.4 Habakkuk 3:8-15............................................................................... 88



Table of Contents XI

4.2.5 Habakkuk 3:16-19a............................................................................ 99
4.2.6 The Hymn of Habakkuk 3 in Review of the Book of Habakkuk .... 102

4.3 War and Woe: The Divine Warrior in
Habakkuk’s Woe Oracles................................................................................ 103

4.3.1 Habakkuk’s Third Woe Oracle (Hab 2:12-14)................................103
4.3.2 Habakkuk’s Fourth Woe Oracle (Hab 2:15-17)...............................107

4.4 The Role of the Hymn and the Motifs of the Divine Warrior, 
Chaoskampf and Theophany in the Shaping of Habakkuk.......................... 110

4.5 Nahum and Habakkuk and the Shaping of the Twelve........................... 111

Chapter 5: Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf, and Theophany in 
the Persian Era Reshaping of the Embedded Historiography
of the Twelve - The Book of the Four...................................... 114

5.1 Zephaniah and the Newly Minted Seventh Century 
Sub-Collection................................................................................................116

5.1.1 The Undoing of Creation in Zephaniah 1........................................ 117
5.1.2 The Editing and Re-Editing of Zephaniah 3................................... 120
5.1.3 The Divine Warrior as the Main Character in the Seventh Century 
Sub-Collection........................................................................................... 128

5.2 Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf, and Theophany in the Eighth Century 
Sub-Collection.................................................................................................129

5.3 Amos.......................................................................................................... 130

5.3.1 Amos 1:2...........................................................................................131
5.3.2 The Hymnic Expansions of Amos....................................................133
5.3.3 Amos 4:13........................................................................................ 135
5.3.4 Amos 5:8-9...................................................................................... 137
5.3.5 Amos 9:1-6...................................................................................... 139
5.3.6 Persian Era Reinterpretation of the Third Vision (Amos 7:7-9) 
and the Interlude (Amos 7:10-17)............................................................. 142
5.3.7 The Divine Warrior, Chaoskampf, and Theophany in the Persian
Era Redactions of Amos.............................................................................147

5.4 Micah........................................................................................................ 147

5.4.1 Micah 1:2-7...................................................................................... 148
5.4.2 Micah 5:9-14 (10-15).......................................................................154
5.4.3 Rethinking Micah.............................................................................. 156

5.5 The Book of the Four and the Evolving Book of the Twelve................... 156



XII Table of Contents

Chapter 6: The Twelve as a Response to the Shortcomings of
Histories....................................................................................... 158

6.1 Summary of Findings.............................................................................. 158

6.2 Alternative Historiographies to the Long Sixth Century........................ 160

6.2.1 The Twelve and Other Biblical Accounts of History......................160
6.2.2 The Twelve and Persian Accounts of History................................. 163

6.3 The Contributions of This Study...............................................................165

Appendix: Text Critical Reconstructions...................................................... 167

Bibliography.................................................................  169

Index of References........................................................................................186
Index of Modern Authors.............................................................................. 195
Index of Subjects............................................................................................199


