
Contents

Foreword V

1. Introduction 1
I. Relevance 1

II. Research question 4

III. State of the Art 7

IV. Outline/Structure 8

2. Theoretical Framework 9
I. The‘Grand Theories'of European Integration 9

II. Strands of Euroscepticism 10

III. European integration through the lens of constructivism 13

3. Methodology 17

4. Analysing the attitudes of Portuguese voters towards the EU 21
I. Perception of Democratic Deficit 23

II. Salience of EU-related issues 26
a. Unemployment 27
b. Inflation 29
c. Immigration 30

5. Portuguese Populism and the Scope
for Euroscepticism in Portugal 33

I. Distinction and Intersection between Populism
and Euroscepticism 33

II. "Exploitation of the Crisis" populist strategy 38

http://d-nb.info/1362357596


6. Case Study I - the March 2024 legislative election 41
I. Initial Analysis and Impact 41

II. Possible explanations for the Chega! surge 
in the 2024 elections 42

III. Chega! vis-a-vis Europe: hard or soft -(or non-) Eurosceptic? 46

IV. Portuguese Perceptions of Chega! vis-a-vis Europe 50

7. Case Study II-the June 2024 European Parliament Election 55
I. Correlation between National and European Results 55

II. The election results: a repudiation of Euroscepticism? 57

II. Possible explanations for the decline of Chega! in the 2024
EP election 58

8. Conclusion 61

9. Afterword: Enough of Enough? 67

List of Abbreviations 71

List of Tables and Figures 73

Bibliography 75

Annexes 83


