012 — 013

Map

Get an overview of the city
with our handy map, helping
you get to grips with the key
areas covered in this guide.

014 — 015

Need to know

From tips on tipping to

the thorny issue of Catalan
independence, here are the
basics for navigating the
city’s streets and sights.

(HI1)

016 — 025

Hotels

There’s no shortage of places
to stay in Barcelona - the trick
is narrowing down the many
options to the very best. From
big names to boutiques, our
guide focuses on top-notch
places to rest your head.

(F12

026 — 047

Food and drink

While it goes without saying
that you should sample
traditional Catalan cuisine
during your stay, Barcelona is
also home to everything from
soup dumplings to Venetian
seafood. Here’s our digest of
the top tables.

(RY3

048 — 065

Retail

Sample the city’s unique
blend of well-established
retailers and up-and-coming
artisans with our round-up of
the shopping scene here.

048 — 049
Menswear

050 — 052
Mixed

053 — 054
Womenswear

055 — 057
Concept

057 — 061
Homeware

061 — 064
Specialist shops

064 — 065
Books and records

00

066 — 068

Things we’d buy

In Barcelona you can fill
your hand luggage with
first-class purchases without
even trying. Here are a few
essential take-homes, from
rustic ceramics to polished
design pieces.

026 — 035

Restaurants

036 — 037 (E]5)

Lunch 069 — 092
Essays

038 — 039 The many facets of Barcelona

Tapas can be a challenge to
assimilate. Here, Monocle

040 — 043 family and friends impart their

Coffee shops passion for various elements
of the city, helping to paint

044 a detailed picture of what

Sweets life in the Catalan capital is
really like.

045 — 047

Drinks
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00

093 — 105

Culture

The cultural scene is nothing
if not diverse, offering
internationally féted artists,
magnificent music venues and
trailblazing arthouse cinemas.
Take a tour of our must-visit
galleries and venues.

093 — 096
Major galleries

097 — 099
Catalan art

099 — 101
Commercial galleries

102 — 103
Live venues

104
Cinema

105
Media round-up

00

106 — 123

Design and architecture
Barcelona is blessed with
myriad architectural periods,
from enchanting modernisme
to the reshaping of the city
for the 1992 Olympics. Delve
into its delights.

106 — 108
Modernisme
109

Early 20th century
110 — 111
Gaudi

112 — 114
Residential
114 — 115
Contemporary
115 — 116

Repurposed

117 — 119
Surreal

120
Olympics

121

Markets

122 — 123
Visual identity
124 — 129

Sport and fitness

Staying active in Barcelona is
a pleasure, from biking along
its beaches to sneaking in a
few lengths at the pool. Our
list of options lets you make
the most of the sun before
indulging in a bit of pampering
when you’re done.

124 — 125
Swimming pools

126 — 127
Sport

127
Spas

128
Beaches

129
Running route

129
Cycling route

00

130 — 137

Walks

With an awe-inspiring range
of architecture, plentiful
shops and countless cultural
destinations, Barcelona is
best explored on foot. These
four neighbourhood walks
invite you to experience its
charms up close.

130 — 131
El Raval

132 — 133
Poblenou
134 — 135
Gracia

136 — 137

Sant Andreu

138 — 139

Resources

Be in the know with our bite-
size guide to events, slang
and the city’s soundtrack,
plus hints on what will keep
you occupied on a rainy day.

140 — 141

About Monocle

Find out more about

our global brand from
groundbreaking print, radio,
online and film output through
to our cafés and shops.
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