
Contents

List of Figures page ix
Acknowledgments xi
List of Abbreviations xiii

Introduction 1
Mendelism and the Study of Human Heredity 5
Eugenics, Pseudo-science and Nazism 11
Glossary of Terms, as They Were Used and Understood by 

the Historical Actors 19

1 Mendel’s Laws and Their Application to Humans, 
1865-1913 22

Defining Mendel’s Laws 28
First Steps in Mendelizing Racial-Anthropology: Fischer’s Rehoboth Study 35
The Mendelization of Mental Disorders: Rudin’s "Routes and Aims” 41
Searching for the Ultimate Pedigree Format: Genealogy and 

Mendelian Thinking 47

2 Mendelism Maturing: From Experimental to Interpretative 
Framework, 1913-1933 54

Genealogy Rejects Mendelism 56
Psychiatry Embraces Mendelism 63
Physical Anthropology Redefines Itself 73

3 Mendelism, Purity and National Renewal 89
Racial Purity and Hybridization 90
The Dangerous Recessive Factors 102
Mendelizing Jews 109
Peasants and the Mendelian Rebirth of the Nation 116

4 Annihilating Defective Genes: Mendelian Consciousness 
and the Sterilization Campaign 125

Mendelizing the Sterilization Law 130
Teaching Mendel, Explaining Eugenics: A View from the Classroom 143
Mendelian Reasoning and the Implementation of the Sterilization Policy 155

https://d-nb.info/1315776871


viii Contents

5 Mendelizing Racial Antisemitism 165
The Mendelian Route to the Nuremberg Laws 168
Teaching Mendelian Racism 177
Diagnosing Race and Mendeling-Out Jewish Genes 190

Epilogue: Social Mendelism beyond the Nazis
Postwar Mendelian Racial-Hygiene
Meanwhile, beyond the German Frontier
Depoliticizing Mendel

205
205
214
224

Bibliography 
Index

232
264


